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Men moveat cimex Pantilius ; Aut crucier, quad 
Fannixs is ledat comviva Tigelki? >. 2:52 
Plotres, & Varius, Macenas, uſque. 48 
Valgins, & probet hac Octac ius n. 78 
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The ARGUMENT. 


y The Surth battel contirniet” in ich 
Niprune aſſiſis the Greets: the 2 
of Idomeneus. 


Eprune, m3 the boſs of the 8 
7 8 i rin $24, Heer wb 

*. na 82 ir Ajaxes) 

Greeks whs 2 


heir troops in 4 d phjlangy, and 


„ encourages the other 
The Ajaxes jour 


29 r 

. Se kills Othryoneus, Aſius, 2 Alca 

| . e e —_ and at length 

4 Yojans are repuels' m wing 5. 
e 


crian ſingers an 


eil of wax: Hedtor approves his advice, lah wor, * 


- the Trojans ; wpbraids Paris, rejains P 

Ajax again, and renews the attack. 
The eight and twentieth day ftill continues, © 

| ber e br e ee Ne ON 
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2 HOMER ILTADP, Boox XIII. 
ro where the My/ians prove their martial force;. "Id | ? 


And hardy Tiracians tame the favage horſe; — 
And where the far-fam'd Hippemolgian ſtrays, - 


10 Renown'd for juſtice and for length 


of days, 


Thrice happy race! that, innocent of blood, 


From 


milk, innoxious, ſeek their ſimple food: 


Jearning, to amuſe himſelf with a foreign and unneceſſary deſcrip- 
tion of the manners and cuſtoms of theſe nations. But we ſhalt 
find, upon better conſideration, that Japiter's turning aſide his eyes 
was neceſſary to the conduct of the work, as it gives opportunity 
to Neptame to aſſiſt the Greeks, and thereby cauſes all the adventures 
of this } T rf refining on this occaſion ; 
when ſhe would hape it, that Fapiter's averting bis eyes ſignifies 
his ths lad in theme marker, ho the foifhine- 
repreſents the Almighty earning his face from thoſe whom he de- 


ferts. But at this rate Jupiter turning his eyes 


from the battel, 


muſt deſert doth the 7rvjencs and che Greeks; and it id evident from 
the context, that Fapiter intended nothing leſs than to let the To- 


Jens ſuffer. 


1 


v. 9. And where the far-fam'd Hippemolgian rapie] There is 
anuch diſpute among the Criticks, which are the proper*names, 
"and which the epithets, in theſe verſes, Some making «ave! the 
epither to {Trypoayol, others Imwaperye/ the epithet to dae; 
ag, which by the common interpreters is thought only an 
thet, is by Strabo and Ammiamas Marcellinnes made the proper name 
of a people. In this diverſity” of opitiions, I have cheſen that 
-which I thought would make the beſt figure in poetry. It is a 


beautiful and moral imagination, to ſu 
the Hippemolgians was an effect : of their 


. nf * 
1 \ 
» 


1 —— 


e that the long life of- 
ple diet, and 2 reward 


of their juſtice ; And that the Supreme being, diſpleas d at the 
continued ſcenes of human violence and diſſenſion, as it were re- 
created his eyes in contemplatifig the ſimplicity of theſe people. 
It is obſervable that the fame cuſtom of living on milk is pre- 
ferv'd to this day by the Tartar? who inhabit the fame country. 
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Boer XII. HOMER: En. * 


— delighted; and avoids:the ſorts; >d.26/202517 

Of guilty' Ie of arme, and dying men 
15 No aid, he. deems, to eithet hoſt is gyn 

While his high law ſuſpends the pow'rs of beav u. 

 _ Meantime the Monarch of the watry main 

Oblerv'd the Thund'rer, nor obſerv'd in van. 1 


11 


© hs; 
une. 


Io od 


1 * 
3 21 — 2211 
. 


In Samothracia, on a mountain's brow, . 
10 Whoſe waving woods 'erhung the deepe below, 

He fate; and round him caſt his azure eyes, D 

Where lues miſty tops confus'dly riſe; Ms the and 

Below, fair Ilena glitt ring ſpires were ſeen . 5 

The. crowded-ſhips, and ſable fes berwern. 

25 There, from the cryſtal Bs of rhe hat” | 
Emerg'd, e * 
At Fove incens d, with grief and fury ſtung, 
anne 


ir i 


v. 28. io ths 1 E 
 Pronie down the rocky ſteep 8 
Monſ. de Ia Motte bas pla i the Critick upon re u lee 


unadviſedly, * Neptane, is im 
ts Li Cote EN ; 


« certain place; next he arrives at another place nearer the camp ; 

« there he takes off his Horſes, and then he locks chem faſt 0 

« cure them at his return. The derail of ſo many parficularitier 

« no way fuirs the maj of 1 Col or the inf inf 
1 he N deſcribed.” French writer makes anſwer that 

however impatient Neptanc is repreſented to be, none of the Gods 

"Bl * 
| 7 


4 Fo 


- - 


HOMER" TIETAD. Book xu. 


Fierce'as he paſt, the lofty mountains nad, 
30 The foreſts ſhake ! . 
And rewe can ee ER 


1 ” wi? 9 4 | * ; | £4 35 


A 1 1 tle Aber thr four flops to get 
thither; 2 tut pang calls being Now, is ſwiftnels' 
itſelf. The God puts on his arms, mounts his” chariot, and de- 
parts: — — * —— üů— 
waters: verſes of Homer in that place run ſwifter than the 
God him It is ſufficient to have ears, to perceive the rapidity 
of Neptzne's . chariot in the very found of thoſe — 


— nd 


» & ater (nd rv, Jene ties 5r *r 
. Prborvast On m bifpate; mol . DIY 
| . , d de ue .. 1 


v. 29. The meant ins mad; ' 
” bay ' carth trembled as be tred, - . 
Ecugines confelles himſelf wonderfully ſtruck — wh ve ſbi 
af this paſſage. That Critick, after having blam'd che 
which Homer draws the manners of his Gods, adds, that he Has 
much better ſucceeded in deſcribing their. figure and perſons. He: 
ens har he often paints a God, ſuch as be is, in all bis majeſſy 
and grandeur, and without mixture of mean and 
2 NN a Brig alpayah oi rg 

4 on thee hall eee 
N 65 Tho r 
whe Gal aaron” this. 0 Gods when thow 
when ther did, march thro 
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1 the 


7 


— — —— — — 


P . A SOA 


ESTER” YT PR 


— 
——ꝓ — —— — ————ñZ4d — —_s 
Tr ⁰˙wmwm ̃ m— ! ²˙¹..A——]ʃ⁰ͤ.ʃE'— ˙ꝗ—— ˙*-A-A mmm ̃ͤ è⅜ę ! ˙ ESE mm mꝶm ão r mid 
— — — — — * — _ W _— —— — — — ” — — 4 - — - — — 
" = — 5 — - — — — — —— — —— —— —̃— — oe ee ron > —ↄ),— — ———— ̃᷑ —EAÄ=˖.᷑—̃— — — = 
* 1 - : : 
. 
pa 


„ 
— 


hi 


From realy bo Team three ample firides he took,” | 
And, at the fourth, the diſtant pe ſhook. pol 2951 $22 
35 Eternal frame! not rais'd by mortal hands: 
This having reach d, his brafs-hoof'd ficeds he reins, - 
Fleet 45 the winde; and deck d with golden mance.” 
Refulgent arms his mighty limbs infald, oO 
Immortal afms, of adamant and gold. 


v. 3. Three ample rides he rock.) This is + very grand 
imagination, and equals, if not tranſcends, What he has feign'd ho- 
fore of the paſſage of this God. We are told, that at four ſteps he 
reach d Age, which ( ſuppoſing it meant of the won of that 
name in Exbea, which lay the nigheſt to Thrace) is hardly Teſs than 
2 degree at each ſtep. One may, from # view of the map, imagine 
54 him ſtriding from promontory to pramontory, his fiſt Rep an 
mount Athos, his ſecond on Pallene, his third upon Pelion, and bis 
fourth in Exbea. Dacier is not to be forgiven for mit ing this 
miraculous circumſtance, which fo perfectly agrees wich the max- 
vellous air of the whole” paſlage, and wicthour which the ſublime 
image of Homer is not complet. 

v. 33.—=—The Aft Age ſhook.] There were three places 
this name which were all ſacred to Neptane ; an iſland in 
eAfgean ſea, mentioned by Nioſtratns, a town in Pelopouneſns, and 
another in Enbea. Homer is ſuppoſed in this paſlage to Ipeak of 
the laſt; but the queſtion is put, why Nepreme, who ſtood upon 8 
bill in Samethrace, inſtead of going on che left to Trop, turns 0 
the right, and takes a way contrary to that which leads to the ar- 
my? This difficulty is ingeniouſly foly'd by the old $choliaſt; 
who ſays, that Jupiter being now on mount Id with bis eyes 
turn'd towards Thrace, Neptune could not take the direct way from 
S.nmorhrace 00 Trey without being diſcover'd by bim; and chere- 
fore ferches this compaſs to conceal himſelf. Erftathins 3s con- 
tented to ſay char the Poet made Neprape go ſo far about, for the 
r 

che pallage of this Cod.” * | ab 
w 2 7 ISAS A 6 | He 
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6 HOME R's ILTAD. Book XIII 


o 
He fits ſuperior, and the chariot flie ?? 
His whirling wheels the gay furfuce fore; 
Th' enormous monſters rolling o'er the deep, 
Gagpagh around Hina; on.nhe WARY WA 4. res! 6597 

45 And heavy Whales in auk ward meaſures play: 1 6 
The fea ſubſiding ſpreads a level plain, 7 

Exults, and owns. the monarch of the main; 

The parting waves before his courſers fly ; | 

| The wond'ring waters leave his axle dry. nt 

510 Deep in the liquid regions lies a cave; "I 6; 

Between where Twede; the ſurges lave, | 

And rocky Imbrus breaks the rolling wave: 

There the great ruler of the azure round 5 

| Stop'd his ſwift chariot, and his ſteeds unbound. 

V. 43. TW enormons monſters rolling o'er the deep.) This deſcrip- 70 

yon of Neptame riſes upon us; his paſſage by water is yet more 

pompous than that by land. The God driving chro“ the ſeas, the 

whales acknowledging him, and the waves rejoicing and 

way for their monarch, are full of that marvellons ſo natural to the 

of our Author. And 1 cannot but think the verſes of. 

-Firgil in the fifth eAineid are ſhort of his original. "oe" 

; Ceraleo per ſumma lewis volat equora cxurre: y 
© ..  Subſiqunt wide, tamidumque ſub axe tonanti 


| Sternituy aquor aqnis : fugirnt vaſto athere nimbi. ng 1s 
Von varig comituen faties, imm cete, &c. 


oO Seliger himſelf ſenſible. of this, bis paſſing 
hee ape which by n * 
| Fed 


at, 
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. Boox XH. HOMER); TLIFD. 5 


And link'd their fetlocks with a golden band, | 

Infrangible, immortal: There they ſtay. 

The father of the floods purſues his way; * 

Where, like a tempeſt dark uing heav'n rom! 
60 Or fiery deluge that devours the gro. 


56080 


Embattel'd roll d, as' Hedfor ruſh'd along. = 
To the loud tumult and the barb'rous cry, _ >. 


The heav'ns re-echo, and the ſhores reply ; " ON 
65 They vow deſtruction to the Grecian name, £4 

And, in their hopes, the fleets already flame. 85 
But Nepcuze, riſing from the ſeas profgund, = - 
- The God whoſe earthquakes rock the ſolid ground. 
Now wears a mortal form; like Calchas ſeen, © 


— 
1 


p- 70 Such his loud voice, and ſuch his manly, mien; 1 
he N His ſhouts inceſſant er ry Greet ffir. 
ng But moſt th Ajaces, adding fire to fire: 2060 
* Tis yours, O warriors, all our hopes to raiſe; + PR - 
L Oh recolle& your ancient worth and praiſe! _ ” 
| Tis yours to-fave us, if you ceaſe to fear; | 7 ; 
s Flight, more han- ſhameful, is deiruRtive hm, 
On other works tho” Dey with Try fall, rt 


in | And pour ber umies o'er our battct'd wall; | 
ed. LINES | KOT 1 8 


s HOMER TLD. Book Xn. 


P 


thrown, a0 3 „r 

$0 Her been vs wins Tea ar you ne 

' aunts of his Gods, and ella high Fave his he. 
If yet ſome heay'nly ppw'r your, breaſt. excite, 


Breathe in your hearts, and ſtring your arms to gh. | 


85 Greece yet may live, her threatned fleet maintain, 
And Hector s force, and Fove's own-aid, be vain, 

Then with his ſceptre that the deep controuls, | 
He touch'd the chiefs, and ſtcel'd their manly fouls + | 


v. 79. ri, part &erthrown; 
Her ftrength were uin; I dread for you alis. 

| FEEL. gap fy tne iy ors PINS 
words? Neptune tells the two Ajaces, that he is only afraid for 
their poſt, and that rhe Greeks vid oit@by ths iy. an Fee 
Hecter who aſſaults it: at every other quarter, the will be- 
repuls d. It may therefore be properly ſaid, eat 
are vanquiſh'd, and that their defeat draws deſtruction upon all the 
Greeks. I don't think that any thing better could be invented to- 
nn 

v. 83. F yet ſome beau niy power, c.] Here Neptene, conhder- 
ing how the Greeks were diſcourag'd by the knowledge that Ju- 
piter aſſiſted Heer, infinuates, that notwithſtanding Hefor's con- 
dence in that aſſiſtance, yet the power of ſome ocher God might 
counteryail it en their part; wherein he alludes to his own aiding, 
them, and ſeems not to doubt hiv ability of conteſting the point. 


with Fove himſelf, Tis with the fame confidence he afterwards* . 
ſpeaks ta Nu of himſelf und hie power, e- vb 


mit to che order of Irpiter in the fifteenth. book. Lafarbin: 
marks, what an incentive it muſt be to the Ajaces, 00 ear des 


who could ſtand. to 
ths Gods Ns CO ens 


* 
1 


45K * Btrength, 


95 


N rege eee 


Book XII. HOMER IIA. 


5 Strength, not: thæir own, the touch divine imparts, 
| eee 
Then, as a falcon from the rocky height, n 
Her quarry. ſeen, impetuous at the ſight 
Soots on the wing, and-skims along the k. 
95 Such, and fo ſwift, the Pow'r of Ocean flew; | 
eee 
Th' inſpiring God, Oilexs active ſon. 
Perceiv'd the firſt, and thus to lemon. 
Some God, my friend, ſome God in human form 
00 Fav ring deſcends, and wills to ſtand the ſtorm. 
Not Calchas this, the venerable ſeer . 


Short as he turn'd, I faw the pow'r appear: | , 


v. 97. m ig God, Oileus aue fin Perceiv/4 the: 
Frſt.] The reafon bas been ask d, why the lefler. Ai an is che firft 
to perceive the aſſiſtance of the God? And the ancient ſoluti 
of chis queſtion was very ingenious : They faid that the 
Ai ax, ſlow of apprehenſion, and valiant, could not 


be ſenſible Go of this action of as the other, who- * 
immediately pexceiv'd. ie 4s not owing ſo much to his natural. 


v. 102. Short as be t d, I ſ the br.] This opinion, that 
the majeſty of the Gods was ſuch that they could not be ſeen face 
to face by men; ſeems to have been generally receiv'd in moſt na- 
tions. obſerves, . 


Sn LF YL HS GOT 


vo HOME R's TED. Book XIII. 


1 marked his parting; and the ſteps he trod; | 1/1? 
* His own bright Evidence reveals a OO. 
05 Er'a now ſound energy; divide I fri, Fo 581 

And ſeem to walk on wings, add tread in fiel. 8 


5 With equal ardour (lemon rctürns )): 
My foul is kindled, and my boſom burns; - es 23.502 
New riſing ſpirits al .my force alarm 502 


110 Lift each impatient limb, — F 
This ready arm, unthinking, ſpakes the dart; 85 
The blood pours, back; and fortiſies my heart ũ | 
Singly methinks, yon? tow'ring. chief I meet, FS 1 ] 
And firetch the dreadful Easter at my feet. 11 

315 Full of the God that urg d their burning breaſt, | 
The heroes thus their mutual warmth expreſs'd, 
Neptune mean while the routed Greeks inſpir d; | 
Who breathleſs, pale, with length of labour tir d. 
Pant in the ſhips ;- while Jiey to conqueſt calls, 

120 And ſwarms victorious o er their yielding walls: 
Trembling before th impending ſtorm they lie, 
While tears of rage ſtand burning in their eye. 
Greee funk they thought, and this their fital rz L 
But breathe new courage as they feel the pov. * 

1256 mer and Lins firſt his Wordt, ercite gz. 
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Book XIII. HOME R's IETAD. 1 
Theas, Deipyrus, in arms renowynd, 1:38 N 
And Merion, next, th impulſive fury found: ma bunt Ch. 
Laſt Neftor's ſon the fame bold ardour take, © 
30 While thus the God the martial fire awakes. 
Oh laſting infamy, ah dire diſgrace eli} aid 
To chiefs of vig rous youth, and manly race! 
I truſted in the Gods, and you, to fee © 1 
Brave Gragu uictorious, and her navy free: 
And one black day clouds all ber former fame. TT 
Heay'ns! what a prodigy theſe eyes ſurvey, / 


noble and ſpirited i in the whole Tliad. He repreſents that 
their preſctc * 


jy 
4 
12 
7 


viour as they are the braveſt of the army. her 3 cher 
to, vod 4 act, . hich would certainly de 

d. ni 257 ICT {533 a vl hor A 4 5. 
14h” ' - 


/ 


* e a eri, and your ee fave; . 


1: HOME R' Eu. Book XIR: 


Fly we at length from ns oft-canquer'd bands 
140 And falls our fleet by fuck inglorious hands? 
A rout undiſciplia d, a ſtraggling wein,.. | - ; 


Not born. to glories of the duſty plain 
Like Gightl ber- from ul e h füt. 

A prey to every avage of the aß 
145 Shall theſe, ſo late who trembled at your name, 
Invade your camps, involve your ſhips in flame? 

A change ſo ſtameful, e 
Inn. ar A 
boo The purchaſe ah, and life the priest: 
Tis not your cauſe, Achille” injur'd ame f 
Another's is the crime, but yours. the ame 
Grant cer our chief ond theo! tige ar tu; 
Muſt you be cowards, if your King's utjuſtT 


-@ 


IH N. 4 Pe i ms ! 


Aue, mee eee, I d f + 


5 rv tic ei ec} The nate he aj, 
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Book KIM. HOMER FLISD: 


Think, and, ſubdug! on daſtards dead to fame 
1 waſte 20 auger, for they fool no ſhame: 

But you, the pride; the flow'r of all our haſt; 71 
My heart werps blood 46 ee your- glory lot: 

Vor deem this doy, this batte!, all you loſe = ; 
i A day moze black, a fate more vile, enſues. | 

er each reflect, who prizes fame or breatly 
or lo! che fated time, tht appointed ſhores 

* Hark! the gates burſt, the brazen barriers roar l. 
Impetugus Aae thunders at the wall; 

The hour, the ſpot, to conquer, or to full. 
neee eee, 
Aud liſt ui ning «rmla.coch, + gods 


34,4840 hath r 
"1 


.»* 
0 


* C2 " 


oa” den ese . tho 


may be capable. of receiving apather ſenſe wo this fſel}: «If it 
e be your reſentment of A g uſage of Achilles, that wich- 
« holds you from the battel, that evil (u. the diflenſion of tho 
vo chieks) may ſan, be renedy'd, for th nne 
sT a 2. 1 . 


Their fee fiife with heed wa ſhell redreſt; 
Ter voble minds are fours oe d to peace. 


Bur upon conſidering the whole context move arcentively, iheather 5 
explanation (which is that of Didymas) appeared to me the more 
Gd wc wa Laeger — 
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+ HOMER, ILIAD. Boox XIII. 
Fix d at his poſt was each bold Aſar found. 1 
With well- rang d ſquadrons ſtrongly circled round : 5 
so cloſe their order, ſo diſpos d their PFightt. 


As Pallar: ff might view-with firt delights : Ng 
NOD of, 464 2% 4. i vids ot 4.40 At 


| FER Fd at his (poſt was each bold: Ajax fonnd; 8c.) We 
muſt here take notice of an old ſtory, which however groundleſs 
and idle it ſeems, is related by Plutarch, Philhſtratus and othert. P 
- *-CGanifor the ſon of Amphidamas, King of Exbeaz ; celebrating 
« with all ſelemnity the funeral of his father, proclaimed accord- 
« ing to cuſtom ſeveral pablick games, among which was the prize 
for Poetry. Homer and. Heſſad came to diſpute for it. After 
. * they had produced ſeveral pieces on either fide, in all which the 
« gudience declar'd for Homer; Panides, the brother of the deceaſed 
« who fate as one of the judges, order d each of the contending 
* Poets to recite that part of his works which he eſteem'd the 
a en, TE lines which make the beginning of 
| melder Ae e dee oO 
8 AN dr dpiroro mo Proreptrdar; &c. 00g 
„Homer anſwer'd with the verſes which follow here: But the he 
«. Prince preferritig the -peaceful;ſubjeft of Hefod-to-the martial 
one of Homer, contrary to the expectation of all, adjudg'd the 
« prize to Head. The Commentators upon this occaſion are very 
rhetorical, and univerſally exclaim "againſt ſo- crying a piece of in- 
juſtice: All the hardeſt names which learning can yrs 
ry: liberally beſtow'd Paid. Spondanus is mighty 
bar, calls him Adidas, takes him by the ear, and neh- We deal e ol 
Prince as many inſulting queſtions, as any of his Author's w] Bur 11 
Heroes could have done. Docier with albgravity cells us; that po- ¶ Fribe 
ſterity prov d a more equitable judge than Panides.”- And if 1 had id n 
not told this tale in my turn, I muſt have incurred the cenſure of 
all dhe Schoolmaſters in the natioos. 
v. 173. So cloſe their order, &c.] When Homer retouches the 
fame ſubje&} he has always the art to riſe in his ideas above what 
he ſaid before. We ſhall find an inſtance of it in this place; if 
we cqmpare this manner of commending the exact diſcipline of 
7% KATY £ | 28 


* 
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II. Book XIII HOMBRE nb * 


a eee As 
eee 
A choſen Phalanx, firm, are | herb 
— rh fs, 1 
\rmou in armour Jock. d. and ſhields in ſhields, - — 
Spears lean on {pears, on targets targets throngg. 
lms ſtuck to helms, and man drove man dong. 


n my, With what he had mads is 6 
de end of the fourth Mad. There it as. 4 d, chat che moſt 
erienc'd warrior'could not have repr thing. had tie 

led by Palas thro? che battel; but here he carries it farthers 
firing tn Falls a4 the God of War e 


Oe 


nated in one line. An che other 'ranks' feed wich their ſpears 
doch in readineſs to advance, dhd fill” the vürant plate of ſuch!“ 


* improper for the artack ;- And iotdrdingly Homer here only de- 
ordering their battel ! thi manner, when the 
ad no other view but to ſland their whos i 
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Tube floating plumes utinumber'd wave bee 
As when an earthquake ſtirs the nodding groves © 
15 And levell'd at the skies with pointing trays, 
ann | 

Thus breathing death; in terrible 1 “m. 

The cloſt-conpattd legions urge ber way? © 

Fierce they drove ba, impatient to deftroy 5 
190 Troy charg'd the firſt, and Elac: firſt of Ney. 

As from ſome mountain's craggy forehead torn, 

A rocks round fragment flies, with fury bern. 


%*% oy ond am 


. A 8 
” * * 9 42 


" * 


. 


ö i, 4s frow fume nnantahts rang ſirchoad tome. a] | 
Is one of the nobleſt Gmile's in all Honey, ina he mal jully . 
reſponding in its circumſtances to the thing deſcribed. The 
dus deſcent of Hedor from the wall — 
from the top of a rock, the hero puſh'd en by the ſuperipr for 
of Fapiter, as the ſtone driven by a wcrens 5 the rains oi the 
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From ſteep to ſeep the rolling ruin bounds; 
At ev'ry ſhock the crackling wood reſounds4 


. —— ̃ — 
cum tat auniſinn vente, ſen uA imber | 
Proluit, ant annis ſolvit ſublapſa vetnftas : | 
22 (ua yy una 1-qggl 


* , armenta, vireſa 
Ind fun, — 
Sic urbit rait 


id Taſſe bas again —.— 102 


eee eee e 1 
Sofve da pn mute, 6 ſvelle fa de vent 5 
Ratietvoſa difnpa, e porta, e PA | . 

L ſelus, e von ie caſi n g ayments A Vin e are? 
Tal gi trahea de la ſubline ms 

| L'borribil trave e merit n, 2 genes; - 

Die la um A quel mets une, 0 dwe crllls 
men 24 - eee 


: is bur jullice w Hier to rake notice E e 

doth theſe fimiles ener They] have [taken te 
ith likeneſs, correl 

— 1 EIN 

il it 1 the vioknce of Ts if which the whole applice- 

ion confiſts ; r 


1 


* 


. _ 


15 


There js beaury. in the yumbers of this part. "4 
toy hom on bo us ſee, the Toitid of dem makes us 


F 


C 


_ 205 Dejan] be firm; this arm Wege 1 


240 The firſt of Gods, this day inſpires our arms. 
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Still gath'ring force, it ſnoaks.3-and, urg d ama, 
_ Whirls, * ad thaodrs "down, ara 9th 
plain: 
There flops—So ud. Men ede fore ba feed | 
200 Refi when by rag evi when hs ugs, amor s 
On him the war is bent, the darts are ſhed, * 

And all their faulchions wave around-his head: 

. Repuls'd he ſtands, nor from his ſtand retires; 
But with repeated ſhouts his army ſires. 


Thro* yon' ſquare body, and that black array: 
Stand, and my er l ot der Satte R ws, 
Strong as they ſeem, embattel d like-a cor. 1 


* 41 Ws, 


For he that Jude heav'nly boſom warm, 


ne Tn, oy 9 
Urg with deſre of fame, beyond the reſt, 
Forth march'd Deipbobus; but matching, held | 
Before his wary Reps, his ample ſhield. +5 
215 Bold Merion aim'd a troke (nor and it wide) 
The glitt ring jav'linpiertd the tough bull-hide: 
But piere d not thro*: Unfaithful to his hand,. 
eee eee : 


„ Box XII. HOMER» FEGHD. 
The Trojan warrior, touck'd with timely r, 


20 On. the rais d orb to diſtance bore the ſpear : | 
The Gr reels ills Wii A 


* And curs'd the treich'rous ner that —— 

* b re 
To g me e aut 
1 —— 76 ** 


By Teucer's arm the watlike Imbrins blecds, 

ky: ſon of Memo, rich in get'rous ſteeds. 

| eee ee 00 
r — wat lan | 
The youth had dwelt remote from war's; 1 
And blefs'd in bright Medeſicaſte's am: 
(This nymph, the fruit of Priam's raviſh'd joy, 
Ally'd the warrior to the houſe of Trey.) 
e 

And match d the braveſt of her chicfs in fame: 

With Priam's ſons, a guardian of the throne, 

7 He liv'd, beloy d and honour'd as his o. r. 

| Him Tewcer pierc'd between the throat and car: 

0 He groans beneath the Telamonian ſpear. ard, 
22 4s from Gang rel mountain u o. 8 
"The R peep Bates 


Lor. IV. B And 


x. 
ad i 
1 >» . 
22 Kg an 2 . = 56 * 


„ 


20 HOME R's ILIA D. Boox XIII 


And ſoils its verdant treſſes on the ground: 
So falls the youth; his arms the fall reſound. 
245 Then Teucer ruſhing to deſpol the dead, 
From Hedor's hand a ſhining jav'lin fled: 
He fav, and ſhun'd the death; the forceful dart 
Sung on, and pierc'd Amphimecius his heart, | 
Crearus's ſon, of Neptune's boalted line: 
250 Vain was his courage, and his race divine! 
Proſtrate he falls; his clanging arms reſound,  - WW 
And his broad buckler thunders on the ground. 
_ To ſeize his beamy helm the victor flies, 
| And juſt had faſtned on the dazling prize, 
255 When Ajax manly arm a jav'lin flung; -- 
Full on the ſhield's round boſs the weapon rung ; 
He felt the ſhock, nor more was doom'd to feel, 
Secure in mail, and ſheath'd in ſhining ſteel. - 
FS Pe i Re ON: 
200 The ſpoils conteſted, and bear off the ſlain. 
Between the leaders of th* Athenian Ine, 
(Srichins the brave, Meneſthrus the divine.) 0 
Deplor d Amphimachus, ſad object! lies; 
Inbrius remains the fierce Ajaces prize. 
265 As two grim lyons bear acroſs the lawn 
- Snatchd from devouring hounds, a laughter'd fr. 
la 


on A 
1 i & 
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ja their fell jaws high-lifting. thro the wood. 
And ſprinkling all the ſhrubs with drops of blood; 
So theſe the chief: Great 4jax from the dedde 
70 Strips his bright arms, Oileus lops his head: 
Toſs'd like a ball, and whirl'd, in air away, | 
At Hedtor's feet the goary viſage lay. | 
The God of Ocean fir d with ſtern diſdain. 
And piere'd with ſorrow for his * grandſon Qlain, 
. 75 Inſpires the Grecian hearts, confirms their hands, 
And breathes deſtruction to the Trojan bands. 
Swift as a whirlwind ruſhing to the fleet, 
He finds the lance· fam d Idamen of Css: ¼ 


Wn 


v. 278, Idomen of Crete.) Idowinexs appears at large in this 
book, whoſe character (if I take it right) is ſuch as we fee pret- 
ty often in common life: A perſon of the firſt rank, ſufficient 
enough of his high birth, growing into years, conſcious of his 
decline in ſtrength and active qualities; therefore endeayour- 
ing to make it up to himſelf in dignity, to preſerve the ve- 
neration of others. The true picture of a ſtiff old ſaldier, not 
willing to loſe any of the reputation he has acquir'd ; yet not in- 
conſiderate in danger; but by the ſenſe of his age, and by his ex- 
perience in bartel, become too cautious to engage with any great 
odds againſt him: Very careful and tender of his ſoldiers, whom 

* he had commanded fo long that they were become old acquain- 
tance; (ſo that it was with great judgment Homer choſe to intro- 
duce him here, in performing a kind office to one of em who 
was wounded.) Talkative upon ſubjects of war, as afraid that 
others might loſe the memory of what he had done in better days 
of which the long converſation with Meriemes, and Aar re- 
proach to him in Iliad 23. v. 478. of the original are ſufficient 
ts proofs, One may obſerve ſome ſtrokes of lordlineſs and flare in 
his character: That reſpect Agamenmon ſeems careful to treat him 


la 
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W pee be, M Wed eb ht | 1 
280 With which a wounded foldier touch'd his breaſt, J's 
Whom in the chance of war a jav lin tore, 
| nen 
i} f 
_ with, and the particalr GilinSicrs thews, din 46 be, tec med" 
tion'd in a manner that inſinuates they were. points upon which 
this Prince not a little inſiſted. - II. A. v. 296, Gr. The vaunting of 
his family in this book, ether with his ſarcaſms and contemp- 
tuous railleries on his - enemies, ſavour of the ſame turn of 
mind. And it ſeems there was among the ancient a tradition of DO 
Lomeneus, which ſtrengthens this conjecture of his pride: For we 
find in the Heroichs of Phumſtratus, that before he would come to 
the Trojan war, he demanded a ſhare in the ſovereign command 
with Agamemnon himſelf. | 
I muſt, upon this oceaſioh, make in obſervition once for all, 
which will be applicable to many paſſages in Homer, and afford a 
ſolution of many difficulties. It is, that our Author drew ſeveral 
of his characters with an eye to the hiſtories then known of fa- 
mous perſons, or the traditions that paſt in thoſe times. One can- 95 
not believe otherwiſe of a 2 ho a L s ſo nicely exact in ob- 0 
nor can we ima» 


gine the inknije number of lk relaring to par- 
ticular perſs which we meet with every where in his poems / 
could p 571 been invented rely as ornaments to it. This 


refl ba Wil sel r a h. dneſſes not only 
ee bar in he ate of. de Wa: For as no author 
is more true than Humer to the character of the perſon he intro 
duces ſi ſpeaking, ſo no one more often ſuits his oratory to the 
rafter of the perſon ſpoken to. Many of theſe beauties muſt 
be loft is us, yer this ſuppoſition will give a new light to ſeveral 
s. For inſtance, the ſpeech 1 have been mentioning of 
Agamentiion to Idimenenu in the du book, wherein he puts this he 
to In mind of che magnificenr enterrainments he had given him, 
becomes in this view much leſs odd and ſurprizing. Or who can 
tell but it had ſome alluſion to the manners of che Cretans whom 
he commanded, whoſe charakter was ſo well known as to be- 
kame; proverd : The Cretan, evil beat and ſlow belies, * 


* j 


ges in this poem, that each 
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Fierce for the fight: To him the God begun. 
In Thoas' voice, Andremor's valiant ſun. 


$5 Who rul'd where Calydon's white rocks ariſe, 


And Pleuron's chalky cliffs emblaze the «kics. - 
Where's now th' imperious vaunt, the daring boaſt - 

Of Greece victorigus, and proud: 1hon loſt? 1 tt + 
To whom the King. On Greece no blame be-thrown, 


at 


yo Arms are ber trade, A warts lf hay owe Do; 


Nor fear with holds, nar ſhameful floth detains; 
Tis Hear in alas | and Fove's all-pow'rfu} doom, 
That far, far diſtant from our native home 


oy Wills us to fall, inglorious I Ob my friend?! nt 


2 foremoſt in the fight, Kill prone ta lend 2114 


Or arms, or counſels ;- now perſorm thy beſt, 


And what thou canſt not fingly, urge the reſt. 
Thus he ;.and thus the God, whole force. can make 


. 4 07.910] mon) 
v. 281, 7 The ſing | 
not the only phyſici Core onion 


body of troops had one peculiar to 
themſelves. It may not be improper to advertiſe, that the ancienc 


X gene wes * Enftathins, 


2 5 3 . 
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Abi never may be ſee his andve ld, 
But feed the vulturs on this hateful firand, | 

305 Who ſeeks ignobly in his ſhips to ſtay, | 
Nor dares to combate on this fignal day! 

For this, behold! in horrid arms I ſhine, 

And urge thy ſoul to rival acts with mine: 

| Together let us battel on the plain; 

310 Two, not the worſt; nor ev'n this ſuccour vain: 
Not vain the weakeſt; if.their force unite; 
But ours, the braveſt have confeis d in fight. 

This ſaid, he ruſhes. where the combate burns; 
Swift to his tent the Cyetan King returns. 

315 From thence, two jav'lins glitt'ring in his hand 
Aud clad in arms that lighten d all the ſtrand, | 
Fierce on the foe th impetuous hero drove ; - 
Like light ning burſting from the arm of Fove, | 
Which to pale man the wrath of heay'n declare, 

320 Qr terrifies.tly offending world with wars : 

In ſtreamy ſparkles, kindling all the skies, 
From pole to pole the trail of glory flies. 
Thus his bright armour o'er the dazled throng 
Gleam'd dreadful, as the Monarch flaſh'd Ka. 


O 


i 
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Him, near his tent, Meriones attends; zn 


we 


Whom thus he'queſtions : Ever beſt of friends! 74 ba 
O ſay, in er xy art of battel akilrd —4 40 
whar bell thy coirige from i hne a bar 

On ſome important meſſage art thou bound, 


30 Or bleeds my friend by ſome ynhappy wound? 


v. 325. — Meriones attends, Whom thus he queſtiont——] 
This converſation. between Idomenens and Mericnes is generally. 
cenſured as highly improper and out of place, and as ſuch is given 
up even by M. Pacier, che moſt zealous of our Poet's defenders. 
However, if we look doſely into the occaßon and drift of this 
diſcourſe, the aceufation will, I believe, appear not ſo well ground- 
ed. Two perſons of diſtinction, juſt when the enemy is put to 2 
ſtop by the Ajaces, meet behind the army: Having each on im- 
portant occaſions retired out of the fight, the one to help a wound- 
ed ſoldier, the other to ſeek a new weapon. Idomenent; who is" 
ſuperior in years as well as authority; returning to the barrel, is- 
ſurprized to meet AMeriones out of it, who was one of his on 
officers (Sud as Homer here calls him) and being jealous of 
r merge ry artDgs" quirting the fights 

Meriones having told him it was the want of a ſpear, he yet ſeems- 
unſatisfy'd with the excuſe ; adding, that he himſelf did not ap- 
— that diſtant manner of fighting with a ſpear: Meriones 

ing touch'd to the quick with this r — reptiers har tie of 
all the Greeks, had the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect his courage: Where- 
upon Idemenens perceiving him highly piqued, aſſures him he en- 
tertains no ſuch hard thoughts of him, ſince he had often known 
his courage prov'd on ſuch occaſions, where the danger being great- 
er, and the number ſmaller, it was impoſlible for a coward to con- 
ceal his natural infirmity : But now recollecting that a malicious 
mind might give a ſiniſter interpretation to their inactivity during 
this diſcourſe, he immediately breaks it off upon that reſlection. 
As therefore this converſation has its riſe from a jealouſy in the 
moſt render point of honour, I think the Poet cannot juſtly be 
blamed for ſuffering a diſcourſe ſo full of warm ſentiments fo run 
on for about forty verſes ; —_ —— — 
ake up more than tuo or three minutes from aon. | 


B 4 


240 That hai a lute round ui inn in'd wall. 


J 
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. renn 
O Prince ! ( Merjanes replies) whoſe care 
Leads forth th* embattel'd ſons of Crete to war; 


335 This ſpeaks my grief; this heedleſs lance I wield;. | 


The reſt lies rooted in a Trojan ſhield. 

To whom the Cretan: Enter, and receive 
The wanted weapons; thoſe my tent can give; 
Spears I have ſtore, (and Tiojan lances 9 


Tho? 
v. 335. This headleſs lance, &c. we have often ſeen ſeyeral of 


Nomer's combatants loſe and break their ſpears, yet they. do not 
therefore retire from the battel to ſeek other weapons, why there- 


fore does Homer hexe ſend Merianes on this errand ? Ic may de 


Ta1us that in the kind of ght which the Greeks now maintain d 


drawn up into the phalanx, - Meriaes was uſeleſs without this 


Weapon. 

v. 339 . Pears T have ſtore, &c.] Idomenens deſcribes his tent as 
a magazine, ſtored with variety of arms won from the enemy, 
which were not only laid up as uſeleſs trophies of his victories, 
but kept there in order to ſupply his own, and his friends occa- 
fions. And this conſideration ſhews us one reaſon why theſe war- 


riors contended wich ſuch eagerneſs to carry off the arms of a vans 


'd enemy. 


This gives me an occaſion to animadvert upon a falſe remark. 


of Exſtathins, which is inſerted in the notes on the 11® book, 
That Homer, to ſhew us nothing is ſo unſeaſonable in a batra 
* as to ſtay ro deſpoil the ſidin, feigns that moſt of the warriors 
% who do it, are kill'd, wounded, or unſucceſsful.” I am aſto- 

niſh'd how fo great a miſtake ſhould fall from any man who had 
read Homer, much more from one who had read him ſo thorough- 
ly, and even ſuperſtitiouſſy, as the old Archbiſhop of Theſſalowicg., 
-There RIG Gu does not abound with in- 


# 


eggs gs mwemy = 
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I, diſdainful of che diſtant war. 
” truſt the dart, or aim th uncertain py 52 t 
Yet hand to hand I fight, and ſpoil the ſlain; 
And thence theſe trophies, and theſe arms I gain. 
15 Enter, and ſee on heaps the helmets roll. 
And high-hung ſpears, and ſhiclds that flame with gol. 
Nor vain (ſaid Merian] are our martial tail s 
We too can boaſt of no ignoble ſpall ea. 
hut thoſe may thip cootans, vhee eilt fr, | 
01 fight conſpicuous in the van of war. 
What need I mare ? If any Greet there be 
Who knows not Merion, I appeal to thee. 
To this, Idameneus. "The fields of fight © 
— eg 


»- q< dow 


ſtances to the contrary, where the conquerors ſtrip their enemies 
and bear off their ſpoils in triumph. It was (as 1 have already 
faid in the Eflay on Homer's battels) as honourable an-exploic:in 
thoſe days to carry off che arms, as it is now” to gain a ſtandard. 
But it is a ſtrange conſequence; that hecauſe our Author ſometimes 
repreſents a man unſucceſsful in a glorious attempt, he therefore 
Gſcommends the attempt itſelf ; and is ag good an argument 
againſt encountring an enemy living, as againſt deſpoiling him 
dead. One ought not to confound this with plundering, between 
which Homer | has ſo well mark'd the diftip&on ; when he con- 
ſtantly ſpeaks of the ſpoils as glorious, but makes Neſtor in the 
Gd hook, and Heltor in the 14, directly forbid the pillage. as a 
zerren r 
1 go 

v. 353. To him Idomepens.] There is 2 great Gi Gen e 
gue. | Hamer than in Virgil. The Roman Poet's are 0 ſet 
| B 5 ſpeeches, 
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355 And were ſome Ambuſt for the foes delign'd;: A 'ouT 
Ev'n there; thy 'courage would not lag behind, 

In that ſharp ſervice, ſingled from the reſt, - 

The fear of. each; or valour, ſtands confeſt; 

No force, no firmneſs, the pale coward ſhows; - / 
360 He thifts bis place; his colour comes and goes; 
. A dropping ſweat creeps oold on ev ry part; 

Againſt his boſom begts his quiv'ring heart; 
Terror. and death in his wild eye-balls ſtare; 
With chatt'ring teeth he ſtands, and ſtiff ning hair, 
36. And looks a bloodleſs image of deſpair! - 


ſp thols-of the Greek more. ip converſation, What Virgil 
by two words of a narration, Homer brings about by a ſpeech ; 
he hardly raiſes one of his heroes out of bed without ſome talk 
eangerning it. There are not only replies, but rejoinders in He- 
mer, a thing ſcarce ever to be found in Virgil; the conſequence 
whereof is, that there muſt be in the Iliad many continued con- 
| verſations. (ſuch as this of our two heroes) à little refembling 
common chit-chat. This renders the poem more natural and ani- 
mated, bur leſs. grave and majeſtick. However, that ſuch was the 
way of writing generally practis d in thoſe; ancient times, appears 
from the like manner uſed in moſt of the books of the Old Teſ- 
tament; and it particularly agreed with our Author's warm ima: 
ginatjon, which delighted in perpetual imagery, and in painting F 
eyery circumſtance of what he deſcribed. C 70 
v. 357. In that ſharp ſervice, &c.] In a general battel cowardice 
may be the more eaſily conceal d, by reaſon of the number of the 
tants; but in an ambuſcade, where the ſoldiers are few, each 
muſt be diſcoyer'd ro be What he is; chis is the reaſon why the 
ancients entertain'd ſo great an idea of this ſort of war; the braveſt 
ene b 
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0 Guamnefrom my conquer d ſpears, the choiceſt take, 


B5 (The wide deſtroyer of the. race of man), ,. 
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Not ſo the brave fill dauntleſe, ſtill the ſame. 
Unchang'd his colour, and unmov'd his frame; | 
Compos d his thought, determin'd is his eye, 
And fix'd his ſoul, to conquer or to die: . 

50 I ought diſturb the tenour of his breaſt,.. 

'Tis but the wiſh to ſtrike before the reſt. 

In ſuch aſſays thy blameleſs worth is known 

And ev'ry art of dang'rous war thy own.. 

By chance of fight whatever wounds you bore,-, 


„ Thoſe wounds were glorious all, and. all beforez.- 
Such us may teach, *twas full thy brave delight - * 


4 
T”' oppoic thy boſom where the foremoſt fight. 

But why. Axe infants, cold to honour's charms, 
Staad we to talk, when glory calls to arms? 


And to their owners, ſend them. .nobly back. 

Swift as the word bold Merion ſnatch'd a ſpears. 
And breathing, laughter, follow'd to the war. 
So Mars armipotent invades the plain, 


v. r en Windy varies his 
with all imaginable art, ſometimes deriving them . 
perties of - animals, ſometimes from natural paſſions, ſometimes 
from the occurrences of life, and ſometimes (us in 2 
fore us) from hiſtory. The invention of Maris paſſage from 


: 
Fl 
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Terre, his beſt lov d fon, attends his courſe," 
Arm' d with ſtern boldneſa, and enormous force; 
The pride of haughty warriors to oo 
And lay the ſtrength of tyrants on the ground: 
Thrace _ was —— to the 


- 
C «T4 


Phlegyans and is a very beautiful and poetical manner 
dee he art ga of car pop, who Ur d to per- 
petual wars. 


Methinks there is fornething of 2 fine nan in Homer's 
manner of fetching # compaſs, as it were © draw in new images, 
befides thoſe in which the dire. point of likeneſs conſiſts, Mi 
tom perfectly well underſtood the beauty of theſe digreſſive images, 
. Wa nina 4 
made up of them. _ 

Thi ee kev; that Brow the brooks 
In Vallombroſa (where ti Etrurian ſhades 
High over-arch'd mw r.) Or ſcatter'd ſedge 
, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 
Hath wew'd the Rel · ſea caaff, (whoſe wave o'orthrew 
Buſiris and his Memphian chivalry, f 
While with perfidions batred they ,p; | 
| From the ſafe ſhort thiir floating carcaſſes, 5b + 0 
And broken choriet-wheels)——— $0 thick beftrones. © 755 
Hbjeft and bt lay theſe —— 
e e hls inches; men u e 
us 2 noble and majeſtick idea, at once of Idomenens and Meriamen 
repreſented by Mars and his ſon Terror ; in which each of theſe 
heroes is greatly elevated, yet the juſt diſtinction between then 
preſeryed. The beautiful ſimile of Virgil in his 12 ne is 
drawn with an eye to this of our Author. | 

Salis apud gelidi cum flumina concitus Hebri | 

n 4s by 

-; Poſte eee 1 1 15 

— drammgas ar L ny . 
_  Inſidieq% Dei comitatur, aguntere | 


FF? 
—y 
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. — 
Of warring Phlegyans, and Ephyrian arms: RED 
Invok'd by both, relentleſs they diſpoſe - Lotte 42 
To theſe glad cooquet, wurden rout to thoſe, 
- And their bright arms ſhot, boxror o'er the plain, 
Then fire Pals Merieyz Shall wee join the right, . 

Or combate in the centre of the fight? 

Or to tho left our wanted ſuccour lend? 

Hazard and faxpe all parts alike ndl. 

Our ableſt chicftains the main battel guides: 


v. 3906. l we join the rights. 
Or combate in the centre ef the fight? | 
ET II ITT ny \ 3 

ming, which 7s big have to this queſtion of Meriones given 

— which — — if not downright non- 
ſenſe ; it chus. . en the er 48 the 
nat, CY 75. for m where of 008 51 
ſtance? which amonnts to this: “* Shall we pngege where dur 
aſſiſtance is moſt wanted, or where it is not wanted? The con- 
text, as well as the words of the original, oblige us to underſtand 


ators, but in which che whole ſpirit and reaſon of 
bim conſiſts. —ů—— 
lefended by Trau and Ajax: Taser being not only moſt famous 
« 6b uhh of Gs bees bes Bois exei; DIE 
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5 And gallant Thuce deals denrudton there; 2 
Skill'd, or with ſhafts to gall the diſtant geld, *. 
. N 


Tbeſe can the rage of haughty Eur tame: 

Safe in their arms, the nayy fears no flame; ron 
Till ove himſelf deſbends, his bolts to ſhed,” © © Dn « 
And hurl the blazing ruin at our head. 2 


430 Gee nuft l fe of more than human birth 2 
Nor feed like mortals on the fruits of earth, 

Him neither rocks can cruſh, nor ſteel can wound; 

| Whom Ajax fells not on th” enfinguin'd ground-. {rid 

In ſtanding fight he mates Achille force, 


Excel d alone in ſwiftneſs in the courſe.” and] 
| i Then to the left our ready arms apply, id lem 
ll "And live with glory, or with glory die. gon = But te 
| „ ene wp! phos. * 
| Fierce as the God of battels, urg'd his pact. | ak 


— And us for Ajar, tho not fo, Fife of foo 

Achilles, yet he was equal to him e auroraÞ(y, in the ſame fe: 
Faſt manner of fighting; hereby plainly intimating that he was 
cure for the centre, becauſe that poſt - was - defended by.twe p 
ſons both accompliſk'd in that part of war, which was moſt © 
ceſſary for the ſervice they were then engaged in; the ewo 
preſſions before mention'd peculiarly. fignifying a firm, _ 
eee W 


1 


* ” 
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Soon as the foe the ſhining chiefs FTIR 360 

Ruſh like a fey torrent o'er-the field.” ' telt co Le 

eee Ae bh 

he riſing combate ſounds along the ſhormee . 

rom diff nent aquirttes Geocep the e 24 

Or ev'ry-lide the dirſty whirlwinds' rife, - a3 Me na 

\nd the dry fields are liſted to the skies 

Thus by deſpais,' hope, rage, together driv'a, s.. 

4 the dll inet hub eee 

| I dreadful glar'd the iron face of W rr, 

riſtled with upright ſpears, that flaſh'd afar ; 

dire ws tie, glei, of breaſtplates, ſds at il, 

nd poliſt'd arms-emblaz'dthe flaming fields: * 

Frremendous ſcene! ; that gen ral horror gr., 60 

* toucb'd Wich joy the boſoms of the —_ 

= but tomato : 

d crowds. of heroes in their anger dy'd:, r TV 

The Sire of earth and heay'n, en won 1 

To crowyn with glory Telaus godlike fon, ngen 
Wild not deſtruction to the G pow'rs,.. - 

ut ſpar'd a while the deſtin'd Trojan w. * 5 — 


4 * - * 4 4 7 ® 
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While Nepruneiriding from his are main. 

Warn Ky of bars wi fr ice, 
And breath'd revenge, and fir d the Grecian tin. 
445 Gods. of one ſource, of one ethereal race, Ailtt of 


CT 


Alike divine, and heay'n their native places + VIII oh well 
"But Fove the greater ;- firt-bory af the Skis > can] 
And more than Men, os Geds,: ſypremely "RE 619 Al 
For this, of Zowe's ſuptrior might afraid, (ib va! 

450 Neptune in humun form conceal'd dais aid. 
Theſe pow'rs'incloſt the Greek and Dejan train 
A . meld 


v. 451. T e er ogg 
GEE battel he deſcribes, to x on th * 


particular kind of ght, and the circmmſtances that diſtir 
each. In this view therefore we ought to remember they* 2 
PF EY 


wherein the armies engage in a groſs compact body, ; thou nies « 
skirmiſhes or feats of activity 55 often Senelorrd in th po-Wocent! 
ing engagements, We fee at are broken at every a orn 

a Phalanx, v. 177. which continues unbroken at very 


v. 1006. The chief weapon upp dap gt. i; not pe: 
proper for this manner gf combat; nor do we ſee ar ' _ 
ofa trio, bu to ry lf the dead or winded ( line in 
ſtance of Harpaliow and Deiphobys,).. t fro: 


From hence we may obſerve with what j judgment - and propr ot righ 
| ag grey pany anger yo — | 
fion: For this hero being his and mis 
Riff with years, ee for Tal apnebaride IT 
mer expreſiy ſays ; in the Flath verſe = the — 2 book. 
| Os yep iT et yore od ar fr Gpprti' rhe, 
$144! r Our ap alta. ed Ben , data u. 

75 fu a & c e d mer Flap. 
See the tranſlation, y, 648, Sc. 


os AU: NMR af 
diſſolub ſirqng, the fatal tre 

 retchd on both, and heaps on heaps they dye: 
Dreadful in arms, and grown in combats grey, 
he bold 1domenews controuls the day. 

irſt by his hand Ochryonews was ſlain, © © 

well d with falſe hopes, with mad ambition vain}: | 
d by the voice of war to martial fame, | 
rom high Cabeſus diſtant walls he came z 5 
r 


dwerfully 890 the — Srtarns 
ix together it a dofe and bloody 


akable advantage 1 Tries to ws ts na 
ings, the 8 Jnpiter and Neprane holding: the wor. 
mies cloſe bound 7 chains hich he call th Engr ob 


dntention and war, and 


ities, whereby the enclos d See oo ab rogecher, with. 
t any poſſibility on either fide to ſeparage or conquer... 
mobi" rere 
r uſtam Paier acknowledges, that wo make this paſlage 


ot rightly apprehend the propriety 
| N oo fre eee 


—— 


Of crmel war was drawn alternately, | 
dee 


. , 
* 4 * * - * x - ha. 4 
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The King conſented, by his vounts dard; 15 
The Kiog conſented, by the fates refus ddt. 
465 Proud of himſelf and of th imagin'd bride, 
The field he meaſur'd with a larger ſtride. 
Him, as he ſtalk d, the Cretan jay lin found; 
Vain was his breaſtplate to repel the wound: 
His dream of glory loſt, he plung'd to hell: 
470 The plains reſounded as the boaſter fell. FT b 
The great Idomeneus beſtrides the dead ; I" 
And thus (he cries) bebold thy promiſe ſhed as. 


uc 


* 
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i The great Hennen ite. 4. 153031 

| Lind ths (Be criet) ] 

It ſeems (fays Zaſtatbins un this place). dn the Lad A being a | 

rock poem, is of too ſerious a nature to admit of raillery : Ye 
Homer bas found the ſecret of joining two things that are in 
manner incompatible. . For this pi quake papel ip dt 
. ter, that it becomes a and is ca to enflan 
— Mug > 14 ng r Mi 
Idemenens, who notwithſtanding he is in the midſt of immi 
dangers, preſerves his uſyal gaiety of temper, which is the grea 
eſt evidence of an uncommon courage, 

I confeſs 1 am of an opinion very different, from this of Ef 
thins, which is alſo adopted by M. Dacier. So ſevere and bloc 
arr irony to a dying perſon is beit in moral, i bee in oe 
iefalf, - It ſhould not have place at all, or if it ſhould, is Il place 
here. Idomenens is repreſented a brave man, nay a man of ac om 
paſſionate nature, in the circumſtance he was introduc d in, of > 
fiſting a wounded ſoldier. What provocation could ſuch an or 
have, to inſult fo barbarouſly an unfortunate. Prince, being neiche! 
his rival nor particular enemy? True courage is inſeparable fron 
humanity, and all generous warriors regret. eri 
du when chey reed what a price of blood they coſt, E ko, 


0 


by 


" 


Nan 
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ich is the help thy arms to th bring, 


aA» 


KEE 


ei Vit 


e 2 ſpiri 
ivy choſen people of God, as may be ſeen from the 'aGzons' 
ua, &c. However, if one would forgive the craelty, one 
t forgive the gay on ſuch an cocafion. — Theſe inhuman 
Poet was ſo far from being oblig'd: to. 
| ee 6 
en © i ee —..—.—— — 
hatever we bis jor genius 1 
n views of morality were- or re above che le 


age? I think indeed the thing by far the moſt ing in 4 
s Author, is that ſpirit of cruelty which . eee der 


the Iliad. e etc 
b Virgil was ice Homer x ip cheſs hewert, ood, 
95 aire erde. There are not 
ee four or ſve in the whale, of Pyrrhes ta f 
8 nn the ſecon e | 
render the aQi- 


; moſt” favourite 
ters with theſe barbarities. That of Aſcanins 8 


iI fair opportunity where Virgil 
lg'd the humgur of a cruel raillery, and have been excus' 


moderate anſwer to the inſolences with which, he had juſt been 
Wy og his own words up- 


tet M 


never lüge his eee ro El ine this praflics wits 
is on fire with indignation after the death of his friend Pallas: 
is Rates Lr 80 het r 


fron 
s th . Mexentins er, e u. 
"OV Mes vis u . 
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475 Our offers now, Nuftriqus Prince ! receives... 
For ſuch an ald what will got. ge give? >. 2 


Pl ii ks 1 


To conquer Tio, with ours thy forces join. 
And count vide? faireſt daughter thine. . if 
eis, hi Grit rs ee 
489 Come, follow to the fleet thy new allies. 
| There. hear, what Greece has an, her part to fyp. 
He ſpoke, and drags the det parſe ware. 
This Je, view'd, unable to contain; 12 
Before his chariot yrurring an the plan z 
485 (His valu'd courſers, SE Ns. 
Impatient panted on his neck behind) 
To vengeance riding. With a Waden ng, 


ps pre nl 


1 B $35 03 Woes I 
a 52 Nom aid anaflt wal 2597: © $3504 0 ware ? 
i l 
an Homer's) n that of Ne r 
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Ant er Mer CT af +” NH — 


de wary Ceran, H be bew it Rp 
on his throat dlcharg' her hw: 


a ger dl. e pt the further ide. 
when the mountain-oak, rr 1 
pine, fit maſt for ſome great Admiral, 0 
0ans to the oft-heay'd ax, with many a breech : 
her r 

ſunk proud , in that deathful day, "er 
nd ſtretch'd before his ar Comes ba. — 
grinds the duſt diſtain'd with freaming gard. - 
ad, fierce in death, lies foaming on the ſhore, . 
) va of motion fi with typi fx, 


IK « 


__ +2 + * — * * 
8 "+ 
9 i 4 * : = . 


bus de be nor turns the bern m., 
t falls transfix'd, an unreſiſting prey: 
red by Aumbelt, he pants Befieach © 
b ſtately car, and labours cut his breath. 
ws Hh? ben (he e ae rnd 
air the prize of Ns youthful on. 5 8 
eee 
is, es ve pe hi 
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% HOMER 14d Pa, B95: 
| eee 0 ld ſtooping, en 


/ 


From his ſlope eld, the diſappointed lance. | ou 


id noi 
Beneath the ſpacious targe (a blazing round, | wy 
Thick with bull-hideb, with brazen orbits bound, 


F3F On his rait d arm by two ſtrong braces ta 7 1 


He lay collect in defenſive hate: 7 105 n r2gw 
Ole his Gafe kead mn 1 een 


$20 And pierc'd, obliquely, King ee bref: Eo 
warme in Ks Her, to'the Found it 2 * 
8 £138 | dg) Gt 5 | 


| Normal the ra Tj hn) 7794 
or un pd, lan ented ia Ties : 261 10 37% 


War thee, do hell's back: portals kd uren ho « 


This mate fa joy thy welas cd ſhade. Pex 2 
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5. 511, The Cretan fam, and uus e Nothing ould 
in 2 more lively manner this whole aQionyand every dire mſt2 


6 hen hag lines, / r ag 4 7 

upon ſeei lance flying toward him we Hg Re | 
ohBquely e the dm difeovend in thet | 

form, ; materials, and ornamenes of the 7. 54 
ly ſpecify'd; the flight of che dart over it ; the { of je 6 e 


it flew, then as je fen; and the decay of Wat Bund 6n/the « 


<a ws ET YE 


ſpent on the orb of it. All this in the compaſs of ſo few 

in which every word is an image, is ſomething more beaurif 
Particular, than I remember to bave met with in any Poet. 
Au . 52 


N a0 bl 


Heart-piercing anguiſh, at the haughty boaſt, 
ouch d ey ry Greek, et Ne fon the mak. 
d as he was, his pious ug attend. / foe. 
his broad buckler hies, hip daher friend; 5 
1 Gd 20 7 \and Laſt bore ©" 1.2 ,2121 it 

1 A body 1 to tbe te od Re? 26-2 e 
Nor yet. from fight Ee withdawr; | HW rt 
eſoly d to periſh in his country's caule, on? mw" 
+ find fome_ foe, whom hear'n and he fall d 

wail his fre in death's eternal g 
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** ett i 3 te 29 Bu. * 
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© "With beauty, ſenſe, and ev'ry work of ut: 

ls 

-& 


once, of, iow 4 $ youth, EROS Moen or * 
e faireſt the, of all the'fair of Dy. 


EPS rn Id nun hive Nn _ "609% 2297 
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A. e emen e ab J ene | 
pes after cheſs words; ˙² T6 Topety- ſore this three 


wwing | £932 ti Roan ep ht 9 


y is dw Nr 
ts fa 7 al oy — 10 


Flle Rat $43 tt 7 |; 
f SLA. £- W211 TIN 15 . ck ig v | 
. thinking) them een 
« Barnes is of the ſame opinion,  , FE 


”- 
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4 BOE E wotlk 


n 0. Os" 6 Ny 
Who corers with a cou theſe beuten eye, 
fs ne, be fade; nor bas the lace of S 

i Fixt as ſome calumn, or F lo b | 

F 

Long ur to ward th death in ghting fa, 


The riven armour ſends a jarring ſound : 


His lab ring heart, Heayes, cl nr. ge * 
mf K 23 4 
Life's purple tyde in pen uh 8 2 
Then Idomen, inſulting o'er the ain. "Ny DN 

| Behold, Deiphobus ! nor yaunt in vun. win; 5 


; 8. 554. His thang han; hotel ren . 
| 3 ahd ven, in the g or 


6d, 
a 


1 
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ä | i CEA 
This, my third victim, to the ſhades I fed. 


eee eee 

And try the proweſs of the ſerd of jẽg 1 © Tl 
From Fove, enamour'd on a mortal dame, $$ 
Great Miner, guardian of his: country, came: * 
Deucalion, blameleſs Prince! was Mines bers. = 


His firſt-born I, che thifd from 'Fupirer + wh 
0's E ann bd RNS mo 
hd hens un tag rae we Gab th main; 
Lord of a hoſt oer all my boſt-I-ſhine; +» 

A ſcourge to thee, thy father, . 
The Dejen heard; uncertain, or to meet 
e 
Or ſeek auxiliar force; at length decreed... 

To call ſome. hero to partake the deed.” et 
Forthyrith Enes, riſes to his tboügb. z 

For him, in Thvy's rerioteſtlties, ye bought, TE Gd 
Where he, incenzd-at partial Priam, ſtands. 
nn. | 


78 


e e 


Walon why <Aineas did not in the foremoſt ratiks. It was 


gainſt his inclination that be. ſerv'd Priam, and he was rather en- 
55 4 by honour and reputation. to aſſiſt his country, than by 
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1 580 T0 him, — /@- great an aid. +1 19 1947 


The bold Deiphobres approach d, and Rid: Nn Ars; 
low, Trojan Prince, employ thy pious: amm. 
If cer thy boſom felt fair honour's charms.” 


_ explain it. ey ph ey A ipedbel by Pas en 
Ser of an- ents which propteict he thouldiy proc ofthe 
rule over the Trojans, The King cherefore ſhew'd him no great 
n with deſign to diſcredit, and ren- 0 
der him deſpicable ple. Bufathins. This envy of Pri | 
am, and this Tee a 


£41371 


c/Eneas in the 20 book. , 
— _ „ i Ene 4e. 
mee Tae ada: uct, 


| we le Dp; «np * Tit ane A 10 bu 

| rg HHN "7 x0 

x INE INES INT 7 ETC: - 
neon the tranſlation.) | Ant Mans is the fa 


. 4p Reach dee cee Ness. 
Mer A Aretas Bly Todeory cardia, 4 
— or og WIR. 

In the tranſlation, v. 35% . 


6 * 
. 


Ker ot rg wer tend cy and 
of What deſtiny had reſerv'd for him after the taking 
© Incapable of fear, never dſromper'd, and 
«himſelf in the article of danger. Hector is 
9 9 ꝓ—— ahd efineas the head of the 
letter more advantay'd their fairs by bis cautions 

er by -his/fary/ Theſe-rwo heroes —— ; 
- and the [fame Riature : —— 2 coed nba 
rr 

2— 82 


-— 
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Alathous dies; ahybronte rail thy tied © bc ollsT _» | 
55 Come, and the warrige's dov'd e 
his cares' thy early youth was tand, Ne 18 


One table fd you; and one roof oꝙö%, i. | 
This deed'to-ficrou Homme we owey «i! io HE 9 


4 
— 
2 


» Haſte, and revenge it on th'iwfiicing, t 5515 od T 

20 90 ZEneas heard, and for u ſpace reſigud S H 

my To tender pity all his manly mind: bott! T N18 
2 Then riſing in his rage, be burac*to fight: 9 

ith 


The Greek awaits him, with collefted might... iT 
As the fell boar on ſome nough w ain inh. 
95 Arm'd with wild-texags; and to anger d ) 
When the loud ruſticks rife, and ou from! fr, > 1 
SA Attends the'tergult, and expects the wagy! #3 2] *M 
1 Oer his bent back the briſtiy hortors riſe, as 10d | 
Fires iream/in"light\ning from--bis Gingain ere, 
00 His is foaming tus s both dogs. and merl engage,, = 1 
ene e bene auen apt yep is uno 
So fined Laine, his javelia H.. 
Ant] mer the Trojan mR lowring ber, bene Us Il 
on wat. Deipyra were Rear, Hume ey 5 6 in * 2 | 
05 The youthful offipring of 1 the God be * os 44 | 
Meri ind nue, in Held reno der! fs none 
To theſe the warrior ſent his voice around. to 
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— in arms your ne eb lb * Aude. 

ü Lo, great «£neas/tuihes to che fight --- 

Gro Sprung from a God, and mote than mortal bod: 

| He freſh in, youth. and I in arms grown . 4 200 | 
ſhould this hand, this hour. decide the ſtrifa, 2 

The great diſpute, of glory. or of life. 1 bn ent” 5 


Husuꝛe ſpoke, and: ell as with an origi 
ö arne n Wh 
Around the chief. , too demande 1 IT A 


Tu afifting forces his Ee > ert will T 
aris, Deiphobues; gener einn Li 

"IN MR the Trojan line) or foi bor 7 Ty 
620 In order follow all th. embody d train: 13 Tt 
; tis a eas Ar ra Th 
| Before his fleecy care, erect and bold, 41 l i al © Ser 
Stalks che proud ram, the father of the fold: s 


| „en Li tier 61 e But 

. The 
are. er. „it ig 8 
all ſound ; . this 400ount that Homer Lays th 
ſhepherd rejoices. Homer, we find, well underſtood what Ariftotle 
any ages after him retnark'd; vix. — grow tus by unk 
ing. This therefore is che realony”” y ſhepherds. are nccuſiom d 
wacher heir Keie ove Quintit of ft er ve l it th 


Eathins. 
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With joy the ſunin ſurveys them, as he leads 0.1 '2T 
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Or fell the diltaiit "R tain?! NI. 2 | 
the Vii, the Prelkng Agde abit 
ing "bright arms, * fg m O? 
. in the rear — . 

ar | | intercept the = | 
eee mute 
The mingles | open to the” M r. ung 
2575 3 A, Viral als * * 
en — to cheir walls mtr 2 A0 
But ſage Polydamas, diſcreetly counſel! gave. | 
as Addreſy'd grelt' Ruf, ad this 6b N 
| oak Were oy $791 ego Fol 
__ — audience to 2 faithful friend: qui 
ee men thy reer 55 a 

0 owns” 
And ev ry . ng 29 3 N 
8 in cod! thought and | 


C1 


wel? bp 
from warring 
Exact — Gude have gi 
Seek engre 
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ſome the pow're of bloody war belong 
ſome, ſvet muſic, and the charm. of ſongs 
few, and wend'rous few, has vu afſign'd d! 
ie, extenſiye, all-conlid'ring mind; 01 1 TEN: 

ir guardians theſe, the nations round cafe 
d towns and empires for their ſafety bleſs, | 8 
r wn 
nd, O Hader, what 1 judge the beſt. 
ö 
i wars whole fury burns around thy head. 
old! diftre&s'd-within you' hoſtile wall, © + 5 a 
many Trojans. yield, diſperſe, or fill? 8 
dat troops, out- number d, ferce the var renintain 
4 what brave -heroes-at the {hips lic lain ?? 
eaks thy harps, nd the Chiefs and Kings 
D 

x (che Gods ſucceeding our deſires) 

yon? tall ſhips to bear the Trojim fires; . 8 - 
quit the fleet, and paſs unhurt away, 
xr, 1 fear, leſt, Greece (not yet undone)” - 
che large debt of hat revolving dan; 
PAY ben MIT's 
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Achilles, great Achilles, yet remains 

On yonder decks, and ee eee 
The counſel pleas'd ; and Hebe, with a bound, 

940 Leap'd from his chariot on the trembling ground; 
Swift as he leap'd, his W 


v. 937. Kale, great F e eee * 


On yondey decks, and yet o eri the as 
_ never + nobler encomium than this Adil 


wiſe a counſellor as Polydamas, to convir 


54 


i 


— a warrior as Hector, in how great danger the ph 84 
: to ſay, Achilles ſees as. © Tho? he abſtains from the fight, he 
3 4 caſts his ee on the battel; it is true, We are à brave army, 
| a yet keep our ground, n 
* 5 « ſafe,” FF | 


@ 45> > 


on his ſhip, | Over 
v. 939. Meder, with 4 bound, Leay'd from EY pix 

- having in the laſt book alighted; and cauſed the Trojans to 
their chariots behind them, when they paſs'd the trench, oö 
mention of any chariot but that of {ſows ſince occurring il 
| - _ bartel; we muſt neceiſarily infer, either that Hemer has neg 
| to mention the advance of the chitiots, ( a" citcumflanice n th 
ſhould not have been omirred) or elſe. tha he is guilty, har tis ty 
| great miſtake in making Hector leap from his chariot. I f 
— evident, that this is really a ſlip of the Poet's' memory: — | 
very book, v. 333. (of the orig.) we ſee Polites leadwolf his v Irgil 
ed brother to the place where his chariot temain'd behind 1 15. 
my. And again in the next WN ern deing 
ried out of the battel in his ſoldier's arms to the place v 


menen ROI 
| wor  & rate. v. 9 
| | 3 Nies def ts qipor er wgry r Towve | lle is 
hs Najas of d 1 e poo | e to 0 
- ares. ̃ Lib. 14. vs 438. y 
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To guard this poſt (he-cty'd) thy-art'employ;'; '-/ 
And here detain the ſeatter'd youth of Vhs /. > » 
1 Where yonder heroes faint, I bend my Ways i 

d; And haſten back to end the doubtful dax. 
Y This ſaid 3 the to ring chief prepares to ga.) 
Shakes his white plumes chat to the breezes flow., 


7 


E | 
Byt what puts it beyond diſpute, mat the chariots continued all 
this time in the place where they firſt quitted them, is, a paſſage in 
the beginning of the fifteenth book, where the Trojans being over- 


„ p F oo * 
. * 392 f . — 121 8 £ 22 %. a #7 
* 


e ur 
u ower'd by the Greeks, fly back over the wall and trench, cill they 
N — wv its to the place where their chariots ſtood, | 24 * 

. e SUL TION, 3 22631G NATE 31908 263.60 avi 00 
** Ol ty * wap Txargu 6 purverle ures, Lib. 15. v. 3. " 
15 * either Euſtathins not Dacier have taken any notice of this incon- 


gruity, which would tempt one wo believe they were willing to 
vverlook what they could not excuſe. I muſt honeſtly own/ my 
opinion, that there are ſeveral other negligences of this kind in 
ner. I cannot think otherwiſe of the paſſage in the preſenc 
ook concerning Pylemenes ; notwithſtanding the excuſes of the 
vmmentarors which are there given. The very uſing the fame 


geg ne in different places for different perſons, confounds the reader 
nce Mn the ſlory, and is what certainly would be better voided: So that 
. here tis do no purpoſe to ſay, there might as well be two Pylemenes's 
I chit two Schedins's, two Exrymedons, two Opheleſtes's, &c. ſince it js 


For it 
his WC 
ind ti 
lech i 


ore blameable ro be negligent in many  inflances than in one. 
gil is not free from this, as Macrobins has obſerv'd. Jun . 5. 
15. But the abovemention'd names are proofs of that Critick's 
ang greatly miſtaken in affirming that Homer is not guliey ui the 
ame. It is one of thoſe many errors he was led into, byhis-pate 
ity to Homer above Virgil. M3622 24 2 
. 948. And ſeems a moving mountain topt with ſnow]* This fi- 
nile is very ſhort in the original, and requires to be open'd 4 lit 
e to diſcover its full beauty. I am not of Ri. Datier's opinions 
vo T. IV. 35 rþax 


\ 


- 
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Thro' all xis hoſt; inſpir ing force, he flies, NN of 
- 950 And bids anew the martial thumdler rie. 
To Farbhur fon, at Heltol's high command, | I 
Haſte the bold leaders of the Neian band: 
; (But round the battlenents, and dg? 
For 4 chief he looked bur lokal run, 
© 95 Delon, nor Helens the Rep?! 2h vor erase Lak 
Nor 4/us ſon, nor Aſa ſelf appear. 
For theſe were pierc d with many a ghaſtly wound, 
Some cold in death, ſome groaning on a ae 
Some low in duft (a mournful ob hes) E, Va. 
960 High on the wall ſome breath'd their ſouls avray. 
Far on the left, amid the throng he bound 
"(Cheering the troops, and dealing deaths around) 
The graceful Paris; whom, with fury mov'd, 


. Emma ary pom wag — x 
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zerren 
Abs des bene an ene d 2 
- with this image; it ſeems rather to allude to the plume upon b 
helmet, in che action of ſhaking which; this hero is ſo 
Painted by our: Author, and from thence diſtinguiſt'd by the v. 9 
mar kable epichet zopubalong-, This is a very pleaſing image, # 
very much what,the Painters call picburteſqae. I fancy it gave ¶ ¶Nemb 
hint for a very fine one in Spenſer, where be repreſents-the ſl 3 


— 


re is he 

umd with study. 0 $540 e <oN co 

, C1. n 9e v he 
His ſnowy locks e bis ſhonlders ſpread, - Witt 


4. hoary froſt with ſpang les doth attine 1k ah ev l b. 
a an an 9 e, ; — 


Box XII. HOHEN UHU 6p 
Ill fated Paris! ſlave to-yremankind,: | tt nh nd dif 
ls ſmooth of face as-fraudalent- of mind! 
here is Deidebue, where An gone? 00420 
he godlike-father, and Wee 1 ent AT 
The force of Helo, diſpenting fate 
\nd great Oriejonares To fear'd of late? 
lack fate hangs: Oer thee from th avenging Gods, 
mperial Ty fromi her foundations nos; „ O97 
helm'd in thy country's ruins: ſhalt thou fall, 
ac one devouring vengeance fallow all. 2d 127 
When Paris thus: My brother and my friend). 
hy warm impatience makes thy ee r 20 
other battels I deſerve thy blame, 7 AL 400 
ho' then not'deedlefs,” ar akon ts fer bnd 
ut ſince yon rampart by thy arms hy le. 
ſeatter d Qlaughter from my fatal bow.” / 
he chiefs you ſeek on yonder ſhort lie Thin 5 
fan rwo done remain 6%. 21229. ur ooo | 


. {1 - i vo 297 3 0 i 

v. 965. Til-fated Paris. The reproaches, which Beet here 
l ger rele- tt ber als 
embles Achilles; being (like him) injuſt, violent, and imperuquꝶ 

| making no diſtinction between the innocent and criminal. 
„ yet acks 
xcount of chaſe who were ſlain, in che attack from Paris; 
v he ought to blame himſelf for cheir deschs, yer hefpetk ., 1 
if thro? his cownntice he bad Sen tha e l fins whom 


might have preſery'd if he had fought couragioully. M2 
D 2 b | 
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Deiphobus, and Helmus the ſeer: ae ee 
| Ak ae MU Bri rae ODE 
985 Go then, ſucceſsful, where thy foul inſpires 3 e 
Tl is heart and hand ſhall ſecond all thy fre: 
in What with this arm I can, prepare to know, 
Till death bor dei be paid, and blow for Blow: 
But tis not burs, with forces not our own © | 
990 To combate; Strength is of the Gods alone. 
Theſe: words the hero's angry mind aſſwage: 
Then fierce they mingle where the thickeſt rage. 


995 Falmus, with Polypazes the divine 
And two bold brothers of Hipperion's line: 
(Who reach'd fair Ilan, from Aſcania far, 

The former day; the next, engag'd in.wary 

As when from gloomy clouds a whirlwind ſprings, 
2000 That bears Fove's, thunder on its dreadful wings, 
| Wide Oer the blaſted fields the tempeſt ſweeps, 


Then gather d, ſettles on the hoary deep: ; 
eee ee 


The waves — * the waves before, 


. : 
* nr 
-- 
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Thus rank on rank the thick battalions throng, 
bief urg d- on chief, and man drove man along 
Far o'er the plains in dreadful order brighm. 
he brazen arms reflect a beamy lighʒt. 
Full in the blazing van great Hector ſhin'd, 

Like Mars commiſſion d to confound mankind. 7; 
Before him flaming, his enormous ſhield| 1 
Like the broad ſun, illumin d all the field? 
His nodding, helm emits a ſtreamy ra 
His piercing eyes thro? all the battel ſtray, _ 

d, while beneath his targe he flaſtrd along, 

bot terrors round, that wither'd ev'n the firong, -- 
Thus ſtalk d be, dreadful; death wa in his looky- 
Y hole nations fear'd ; but not an e ſhook: | 
ie tow'ring Ajax, with an ample ftride . _ 
ranc'd the firſt, and thus the chief defy U. 
Het! come on thy empty threats furbear: 
D ee 
he kill ot war to us net idly giünñ n. 
jo! one hind not by Th, bat bear c | 


| — faaming high, and tenbling ts the hrs.) 
= hve endeavour'd in this: verſe to imitare the confuſion, - 


roken ſound of the original, —— 


* 


hor6 


T: of many waters. | er 
ä FF doe bavk 
En, ** a 210 Ui ov * . 

'D 1 Vain 
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Vain are the hopes that haughty mind imp: 
To force our fleet: The Greeks have hands, and hearts. 


Long cer in flames our lofty navy fall,; 
Your boaſted city and your god-built' wal! 
2030 Shall fink beneath us, ſmoaking on the ground: 
And ſpread a long, unmeafur'd ruin round, 
The time ſhall come, when chat d along the plain 
Ev'n thou ſhalt call on Yve, and call in vain; 
Evin thou ſhalt wiſh, to aid thy deſp rate courſe; | 
1035 The wings of falcons for thy flying horſe; 
Shalt run, forgetful of à WIrrior's fame, + 
W wenden 


* 11021 9D = | b 2 11 2 65 nn 


| Gs aa Ahora — 
ri une of the year in which the 
— — 4 ran And tccotd- 
ing to the gravs eme of e hne Dillermacy) by in- 
forming us, that he has found it muſt be the ſummer ſeaſon, from Wi 
the frequent mention „ — — wid 
covers might NN 88 
mer being tlie natural ſeaſor ſeaſon ee * ould d «. 
ere a g be 3 and adding to che article of duf 
2s much as he cap find of frees of. the beret. it might fil i 
three pages very much 10. his On fatirfuctiett. Fr Would look BF... 
well to obſerve farther, that the fields are deſcrib'd flowery, I. a. U c. 
V. 546, that the branches of a-tamariak-cree are fonrithings M. 10. Mat 
V. 437. chat the warrigss ſometimes waſh ihemſelves in the fil; te 
I. 10. v. 674. and ſometimes refreſh themſelves by cool breetes BY beau 
from the ſea, 7. 11. v. 762. that Diomed ſleeps out of his-tefit on Wi :lievs 
the ground, II. 19, v. 170. NR bo HOT buſy about the I 24 h 
deal body of Pell, l 19. V. 3 7 tel e the body of «(er 2 
Hh with cloud © prevent ies ben ch d, I 24. 2 1 20 
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As thus he {poke;: behold,/ in open view +17 

On ſounding) wings 4 dexter eagle; fleur. ty er tr 

o Fove's glad Omen all-the Sri rim, | 
ind hail, with ſhours, his progreſs/thro?.the:s ies ?: 
ar- echoing clamours bound from fide to fide zi! [1 

hey ceas'd'; and thus the chief-of Ty replyd. 

From whence- this menace; this inſuleing ſtrain? ©?" 
iotmous bbc“: Gbtb to brd dn Wee l 

80 may the Gods on Heck life beſto -o 
Not that hort life which mortals lead below no it £7 


— 


ns 
4 % 


17 1121 ; 


1 prove the very thing: which was 624 ie ſirſt. that it was? 
mer. He might next proceed to enquire, what preciſe critical 1 
ime of ſummer? And herb” the mentiom of ne- honey in ( 
. 11. v. 77%: might; he ei gripe Gavin in ee: 55 
i important matter: He would conjecture from hence, th : 
Ore” Buſt be near the end of ſummer, honey being ſeldom . an N 
r cime ; to which having added the plague which rages in 
— ook 1. and remark'd, that infechons of that kind generally pro- 
Need from the extremeſt heats, which hears are not till near the 
ſum” nn,; the learned enquirer might hug himſelf ; in this diſcovery, ++ 
ould nd conclude with triumpm. 
401 If any one think this too ridiculous to have been ever put in 


it ll WW tice, he may ſee whar Boſſu has done to determine the preciſe ' 
look bon of the ned, libs 3. ch. ta. The memory bf that learn- - 
I. * cCritick fail'd him, when be protuc'd as one of the proofs 

. 10. Hat it was autumn, à paſſage in the 6 book, where the fall - 
e (en WW che leaf is only mention d in 2 fail, He has alſo found out 
ectes I beauty in Homer, which few. even of his greateſt admirers can 
* flieve he intended; which is, that: to the violence and fary of the 

t the 4 he artfully adapted the heat of ſummer, but to the Odyſſey the 
hs er and materer ſeaſon of antwmn, to correſpond with the ſedate- 

| this I nd pradence of Ulyſſes 

rould D 4 But 
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But ſuch as thoſe of Fove's high lineage born, 
The blue-ey'd maid, > Yo hue —— 
As this deciſive. day ſhall end the fame N. 
105 Of Greece, and Ages be no more a nam. 
And thou, imperious! if thy madneſs wait 
The lance of Hector, thou ſhalt meet thy fate: 
Shall largely feaſt the fowls with fat and gore. 
1055 He faid, and like a lion ftalk'd along: 
With ſhouts inceſſant earth and ocean rung, 
Sent from his foll'wing hoſt: The Grecian train 
With anſw'ring thunders fil'd the echoing ue 
A ſhout, that tore beav'ns concaye, and aboye. . 
2060 Shook the fix'd ſplendors of the throne of Fove, 
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The ARGUMENT. I 


Juno deceives Jupiter by the Girdle of 
Venus. 


Eſtor All at the table with Machaon, is alarm'd 
with the encreaſmg clamour of the war, and ha- 
Agamemnon : On his way he meets that Prince 


1 


tem ro 
with Diomed and Ulyſſes, fr he informs of the ex- 


tremity of the danger. Agamemnon propoſes ro make their 
eſcape by night, which Ulyſſes withſtands ; 2 Diomed 
adds his advice, that, as; they. were, they ſhould 
go forth and encourage afmy wlth their preſence ; which 
| _—_ is purſued. Juno ſeeing the parti 2055 Jupiter 70 
the Trojans, forms a 4407 to over reach Airy + 
her | charms with the utmoſt care, and (the ore ſurely 
enchant him) brains the magick girdle of Venus, She this 
applies her ſelf to tie Gol of Sleep, and with ame dir, 
perſuades him to ſeal the eyes of ] ; this done, ſb goes 
| nate Ids where the God, 0 fie is raviſſd with 
- ber beauty, Le aſleep. Nep- 
tune rakes aduantage of oe  . and ſuccours 
Greeks + Hector is firack to the ground with 4 prodi- 
ious flone by Ajax, and carry'd of from the battel ; Several 
actions ſucceed ; till the Trojans . diſtreſi d. are obliged 
. way: The leſſer * _ himſelf in a parti- 


manner. 
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= we techie of Nefter, ad gh ha, 
ue eſteem conduct repreſents him as 
— lie che eee . the very article of x mirc, 


me | , be all artentign to 
is 6th ge Ao as Ks Joe wi . 5 


— 9 . t ey our mated 1 


_ thar the — 
t inclines to one fide. Enfathing. J 
v. 1. Bug nor the genial feaſt.) At the end of the 110 hook 
2201 D 6 we 


i, HOMER? IE. oon x. 


7 nen ae Meine e fy, 

| Whie wc dre nd" tn ht” 
Hark ! how the ſhouts divide, and how they meet 
And now come full, and thicken to the fleet! 
Here, with the cordial draught diſpel thy care, 

5 Lat Hecamede the ſtrength'ning bath prepare, 

| Refreſh thy wound, and cleanſe the dotted gore; 
While I th' adventures of the day explore. 

He faid; and ſeizing Thraſnmede? ſhield, 

(His valiant offepring) haſten'd to the field; | 

15 (That day, the ſon bis father's buckler 

Thea Gatech'd a Mace, and if from the door. 

Soon as the proſpect open d to his view. 

eee ee 7 


9 1 
trenchments, deſcrib'd thro' the 2h aol, 135 books, hy 
while Neſtor and Mathao fat ät the table; nor is there 
probability herein ſinge is nothing perform'd in rwa 
2 Xt Anny Rappen in the ſpace of *two hours 
conſtantly follows the thread of his narration, and never 
fuer bi render o debe the cet of alan e He tie it ew 
Floys. Dacier. 1 55 

v. 15. Let Hecamede the bath prepare] The cuftom pf woes 
efficiting to men In the bath was uſual in ancient times. "Exam- 
fl ur Wegen in the Odyſſey. And it is not at all more odd 


er to be ſneer'd dee gt i th e 
4. chombres SO POE ENS... oy 4 


of Loc 
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Dire difartay? the tumult of the figbt. 
The wall in ruins, and the Greeks in flight. 

( when old Ocean's filent ſurface fleeps, Mop 
The waves _ er the nen 


v. 21. 3 when e dss fo furs Jo 
where more finjſh'd pictures of 
draws in ſeveral of his compariſons, gs " — 
ſome of theſe will be loſt to many, e hag ve the 3 
ſemblance, having never had 

themſelves. . The life of this defeription will be moſt ſenſible vo 
thoſe who have been at ſea in a calm: In this condition the water is 
not entirely motionleſs, but ſwells gently in ſmooth waves} Which 
flutuate backwards and forwards in a kind of balancing motion: 
This ſtare oontinues till a” ning wind gives a determination to the 
waves, and rolls em one certain way. There is ſcarce any in 
he whole compaſs of nature that can more exactly repreſent the 


imes inclining to the one, ſometimes to the other, and then moving to 
har point to which Its reſolution s at laſt determin'd. Every circum- 
tance of this compariſon is both beautiful and juſt ; and it is the 
more to be admir'd, becauſe it js very * ihe mt ck 
mages proper to repreſent the motions of the m 
e but rarely meet with ſuch compariſons even in the beſt Poets, 
re is one of great beauty in Virgil, upon a ſubject very like 
his, where he compares his hero's mind, agitated wich a great 
iety and quick ſucceſſion of thoughts, to a n KT reflec 
| from a veſſel of water in motion. 


dds ee ade ee e e uf oft a 
————— huc, celerem, nanc dividit illus | 
In parteſque-raple varies, perque mia verſate 
Sicut aq fremulam labris abi lamen ahenis | — 3 tab 
2 i © $4 * _ 
— 42 — — 8 


nee Iris laqueeria tei. 4 


* z 


While 


of an irreſolute mind, wavering between rwo different deſgns, ſome- 8 
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While yet th expected tempeſt hangs on high, 
Weighs down the cloud, and blackens in the sky, 
25 The maſs of waters will ao wind obey; 
Jove ſends one guſt, and bids them roll away. 
While wav'ring counſels thus his mind engage, 
Sean in ideal thought the pg ,, 
: To join the hoſt; or to the Gen ral haſte, '- 
30 Debating long, he fixes on the laſ t: 
Yet, as he moves, the fight his boſom warms; 
The field rings dreadful with the clang of arms; 
The gleaming faulchions flaſh, the jav'lins fly, 
Blows echo blows," and all or Kill, or die. „ 
35 Him, in his march, the wounded Princes meet, 
By tardy ſteps aſcending from the fleet. 
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. ze, He fixes an the [aſi]. Neftor appears in this place @ gre 
Kiend Wie Pre z 2 upon deliberating whether Edel 7 
ah the body of the Grecian hoſt, or elſe repair to Agamen 
aus tent; he determines at laſt, and judges it the belt way to f 
ro. the latter. Nom becauſe it had been ill concerted to have mad 
a man of his age walk a great way round about in queſt of bi 
commander, Homer has order'd it ſo, that he ſhould meet Agame 
non in his way thither. And nothing could be better imzgint 
than the reaſon, why the wounded Princes — 
were impatient ta behold the battel, anxious for it and 
deſirous to inſpirit the ſoldiers by their preſanoe. Ihe Port wa 

_ obliged to give a reaſon; for in Epic Poetry, as well as d D 

no perſon ought 0 be introduced without \ſome. neceility, or 
leaſt ſome probability, for his appearatice, - RH, 


4 


rel HOMER TEFAD\ Fr 


he King of Ned Ff tie Me 217 N d ο 
d who to Dau owes His noble Ide. 
cir ſhips ar diſtance from the battel flint. 
lines advan'd'along the ſhelying rand; © 


7 £00] V90T 2059 1:15:17 no 3% 
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— 


* 


; wiic al 4 anc +7 Wal ale ad oft 
39. Their ſhips & dme, et.] Hines being always! caretet 
diſt.nguiſh each Cone of Sctionb gives a very particular. deſcrip- 
of the ſtation of the ſhips, ſhewing in what manner they 1 
wn up on the und. "This he hal only kihced at before; buy 
e taking occaſion on the wounded heroes coming from their 
bs, which were at diftarice from the*6ight; (ohite orhers were 
52g d in che defence of thoſe ſhips where the wall was broke» _ 
n) he tells us, that the ſhore of the bay (comprehended be- 
en the Rhetean mid g projmontories): was mor ſufncient 6 
tain the ſhips in ane line; which they were therefore en 
raw up in ranks, ranged in pafallel Times along the (hore: How / 
y of theſe, lige ny 33 vo þ . T 5 7 
Dauer, . 8 der ien 5 25 
e but two 3 one ntar the wall, rhe other u the- 
ge of the ſea. But it is more than probable, chat there were 
ral intermediate lines; ſince the order in which the veſſels lay 
here deſcrib'd by a metaphor taken from the ſleps of a ſcaling- 
ter ; which had been ho way proptt m give an image oy 96: 
ranks; but Very fir @ repreſent 4 greater, tho undetermard 
nber. That there were more chan two lines, may likewiſe be? 
ere it is ſlich chat the voce bf Diſcord, on the hip'of \ 
ſes, in the mda of the fleet; whs heard as Far uf che ftation 


„ !.; ind ax, whoſe ſhips were dren up in tht re extremities 
gin Bf of Ajax were neaveſt the wall (25 is erpteſſy ſaid in the- 
he) WWs rerfe of the 14 book, # the orig;) und thoſe of Achilles neur- 


the ſea, as appears from many paſſages ſcatter'd thro* the ied,” 
t muft be Tappor'd, that thoſe ſhips were daun tigheſt upon 
u, which firſt approached the Ihore j the firſt line therefore vo- 


{ of thoſe who firſt di ſembark' d, which were the ſhips of Ha 
Protefilans ; the latter of WHO leems mention'd- in the verſe” 
re cited of the 150 book, only to ve occalion W 
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Whoſe bay, the fleet unable to contain 
u dat W. of thn oo 1 
Rank above rank, the crowded ſhips they moors, . 
Who landed firſt lay higheſt on the ſhore . | 

45 Supported on their ſpears, they took their way, 

2  Vuaſit to fight, but anxious for the day. 

| Noor vapprofich alarm'd each Grecian breaſt, 

Whom thus'the Gen'ral of the boft addreſt. 
O grace and glory of th Achaian name! 

50 What drives thee, Neſtor, from the field of fame? 
Shall then proud Faker ſee his boaſt fulfil'd, - cod 
Our fleets in aſhes, and our heroes kill'd?. 

Sich was His tha, ah now too ben made ges 
, boſom wrt blood. * 
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N bull of the Greeks, And xcording 
ve ſhall fevin the 15% book, ir is his tip thar I rd aan 
the Trojaxs, as it lay the neareſt to them * * 
We how it happens; that the ' 
3 —— Achille 
Ubſſes in che 9 book, v. 433. he mentions a naval expedition 
had made while Agamemnon lay ſafe in the camp: So that his ſky 
at their return did naturally lie next the ſea; which, without 
— — — 0 


preach e That ſo laborious ret 
Neſtor has been deſcribed, ſo indefatigable, ſo little indulgent of 
extreme age, and one that never receded from rhe battel, ſhi 
approach to meet them ; this it was that ſtruck the Princes v 
ee wha hey oy be ad he fe Enftathins. 


s 
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ev'ry heart inflain'd with equal geg 4/07 


d have I liv'd to ſee with * — Ban) 
eee ee e u nn hin 
n Neftor then. 0 Nun bus willy... u 
| dlconfirming Time tas fave fü 223 U AT 


Fove himſelf, upon the paſt has pow r. 2 


> wall, our late inviolable bound. 

5 | beſt Kees lu dds, an the Nes * 
n to the ſhips their oonqu ring arms extend; | + | 

d groans of laughter d Greeks to heay 'n aſcend. 5 


ſpeedy meaſures then employ your thought; 
ſuch diſtreſs if counſel profic ought 3. :: 
ns cannot much : Tho' 44er our bub ebe ny 


= e gaping wounds withhold us from the fight. * 

2 To him the Monarch. That our army bends, k 

ve at Troy triumphant our high fleet aſcends, 1 

aa beſt defence, lies ſmoaking in the duſt; 
"bs from res amictive hand we bear, 
edo, far from Arges, wills our ruin here. 
are the days when happier Greece was bleſt, | 

{all his fayour, il his aid confeſt; 0 bo 

4 New” 


at your King vr il ec ene Al bk os 


t he that thunders from th aerial bow] n. 


®., 


| 
4 
| 
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80 And lifts the Trojan glory to the skies. ij} | 5 


85 Bring al to-ſea, and hoiſt each fail for fight. - 


% 


Now heay'n averſe, our Hands from battel ties t 


Ceaſe we at lengeh to waſte our blood in van. r 


And launch what ſhips' He neareſt to che mn; 1 Wii 


Leave theſe at anchor till the coming night 
Then, if impetuous Troy forbear the fight, 105 


Tren did Neo aal dn nid wy 

v. 81. Ceaſe we at length, c.] Agamenmon either does n 
know what courſe to take in this diſtreſs, or only ſoutids che ſ. 
timents of his nobles (as he did in the ſecond book of the whd 
army.) He delivers himſelf firft after NePor's ſpeech, as it becu 
2 counſellor to do. Bur knowing this advice to be diſhonouri el 
and unſuitable. to the character he aſſumes elſewhere ;Hpdru pi 
ro! Tas, &c. and confifering that be ſhouid do no better ti 
abandon his poſts, When before he had threaten's the deſerters wi 
death; he reduces his counſel into the form of a proverb, 
uo it as handſomly'as he enn under n fetrretice. . I it lena 

an evil. &c. It ig obſervable too how, he has qualify d the & 

preſſion: He does 120 ſay, to ſhun the ban, for this a ow 1 
ſoldierly ; but be ſoftens the phraſe, and calls it, to ſhun 
And this word evil he applies twice together, in adviſing them 
leave the engagement. . 2 £ 

It is farther remark'd, chat this was the nobleſt opportunity i 
2 General to try the — his officers; for he — chat it 
calm of affairs, it was common . with. moſt people tither ont 
flattery or reſpect to ſubmit to their leaders: But in immine 


danger, fear does not bribe them, but every one difcovers tris ve, a. 
ſoul, valuing all other conſiderations; in regard to- Ha Qfety, þ | 
in the ſecond place. He knew the men he ſpoke to were prudagl .. 
perſons, and not eafy to caſt themſelves into a precipitate flif * 
He might likewiſe have a mind to recommend himſelf to bis aH Gen 
by the means of his officers ; which he was not very able w 
fer'd Achilles, and by conſequence thinking him the Author of ; 


thgix preſent calamities. Enftathins, 
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ter from evils c Well foreſter; t run 

han periſh in the danger we may f Loound aT ROT 
Thus he. The ſage Uſer thus replies 157) £ 2117 ol 

nile anger flaſſly'd from-his diflainfat eyes; 177 20a 

t ſhameful words (unkingly as thou ae) ) 16877 
were thy ſway: the curſe of meaner pow rg 1017 97) Cf 
| thou the ſhame of amy hoſt but ours: nd 7 

oſt, by Jorr endwd: with martial: might 2qQU\t vdD 

d taught to cer, or to fall in Aghe 12h 

ent rous cotnbats and bold wars to wg . © 
ploy d our your and yet employt oor] ag, 
| wilt thou thus deſert the Bojan phain? e dl 

| have wholsftreaitis 6f blech been 11 

ſuch baſe ſoritinte H du Duc "thy fern 1b 

ak it in hüperc, leſt # Seer ſhould herr: 

ex 8 i rd bent nh 


| 11 152 51 5 of 3:21 . 4's ; wy 92 
ebe, uf 55 
the an wee nigh e 
e "Lan „ 


| 10 ac 91377 
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And comes, it ev from him-whoſe ſov reign. (way 
105 The banded legions of all Greece-obey 2/1 © 1111s | 
Is this a Gen'raf's vaice, that calls to fliglt. 
While war hangs doubtful, while his ſoldiers: fight ? 
What more could Troy ? What yet their fate denies 
Thou giv'it the foe : all Greece becomes their prize. 
TIO No more the troops, (our hoiſted ſails in view, + 
Themſelves abandon'd) ſhall the fight purſue, 
Thy ſhips firſt flying vvith deſpair . ſhall ſee;. V. * d 4 
And owe deſtruction to a Prince like the. 
Thy juſt reproofs (rides calm replies 
115 Like arrows pierce me, for thy words are wile. 
Unwilling as I am to loſe the hoſt, don 195 tw ! 
1 fonce- not Greece to. quit this hateful owa. 
Glad I ſubmit, who er, or young or od. 
Ought, more conducive to our weal, unfuld. 
v. 104. Aud comes it en from him whoſe geen, fry 
The: handed legions of. all Greece ovey? | - 
As 0 fay, GS man might indeed have ut 
the fame advice, but it could not be a perſon of prudence; « 
he had prudence, he could not be a. governour, but a private u 
or if a governour, yet one who had not a welb-diſctplin -d as 
bedient army ; or laſtly, if he had an army ſo condition d, yi 
cguld not be ſo large and numeraus an one as that of Agome 
This is a fine climax» and of wonderful ſtrength. Exftethix 
v. 118, Who er, or young, or old, &c.] This nearly. reſemble 
ancient cuſtom at Athens, we in 9 of -A - 
every one, of what age or quality ſoever, was invited © 
his opinion with freedom, by the publick cryer. Emftathins. 
. 4 i g o 1 
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Hu cut him ſhoit, and thus den. INT 
ch counſel if you ſeek; bebold the nan 3441 
ho boldly gives it, aid wa be Nl By," eo 
oung tho? he be, diſchin not to obe: | _ 
youth, who from the rhighty Tydens {prin 
y ſpeak to Councils and aſſembled Kings. 
ear then in me the great OExider ſon, n 
hoſe honour d duſt (his race of glory run) 4 8 
ies whelm'd in ruins of the Theban wall; 
hte ob Gn os re * eg, 


. «i T4S 3) 


RR 
ag with an anſwer, as if he had been call'd upon to give his 
dvice, The counſel he propoſes was thar alone which could be 
any real ſervice in their preſent exigency: However, ſince he 
ntures to adviſe where Ulyſſes is at 2 loſs, and Neſtor himſelf fi- 
nt, he thinks it proper to apologize for this liberty by reminding 
m of his birth and deſcent, hoping thence to add to his coun- 
| 2 weight and autherity which he could not from his years and 
pefience. It can't indeed be deny'd chat this hiſtorical digreſſion 
ms more out of ſeaſon than any of the ſame kind which we ſo 
meet with in Homer, ſince his birth and parentage muſt 
ve been ſufficiently known to all at the ſiege, as he here tells 
m. This muſt be own'd a defect not altogether to be excug'd 
the Poet, bur which may receive ſome alleviation, if conſider d 
a fault of temperament. For be had certainly a ſtrong incline- 
„ 
1 | ' 


IV 
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Melas 


\ 


140 And num'rous flocks, that whitea'd all the fil. 


1 ef baue. de with NW. a5. 


NO HH | Boos, 


Melas and Asrius but ( ho ſurpaſt 214 1659 U 
The reſt in courage) Ou vans the, laſt. ©: 
From him, my Sire. From Calyday expell d, 


135 He paſt to 4796, and in exile. dwefdz Fe 
The Monareh's daughter, there 40% Jenni. : 
He won, and. flourith'd where eue pi 
There rich in fortune's gifts, his acres. till & ;. H 
Beheld his pings their liquid harveſt pie. W 


Such Tydeus was, the foremoſt once in fame! ,. 
Nor lives in Greece a ſtranger to his na. 
Then, what for commpn'good my thoughts:infpirh 
Attend, and in the ſon, reſpect the fire. 


4 wy * ”= ma 
: g e fed Any) m Wray Gen Auer 
-ealls the! Sight of bis facher for kithng one of his brothers, 
-wolling and dwelling at Argos, without mentioning the cauſe 
-oceafion- of bis retreat. What immediately follows (% Jove 
4 ) does not only contain in it a diſguiſe of his crime, bu 
a juft motive like wiſe for our compaſſon. Eaftarhias. - 

. 146. Ler ach go-firth and antes be l.] M is won ade 
remark,xith what management and diſcretion the Poet h. bro we 
-theſe four Kings, and no more, ' towards the engagement, 
theſe are dufficient alone to pertorm all that. he requires: For 
ter propoſes to them to enquire, if there be .anq:;omdy cr ae 
which prudence can direct for their ſecurity. Agamenmon attem 
1 Uhſſes refutes him, as one whole 
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rance the glory which he cannot harre, 5111 45 3 
0 not partaker, witneſs of che Ww-W r. 

leſt new wounds on wounds o'ctpower us quite 

yond the miſſile jay lins founding 'flight; vid 

e let us ſtand ;-and from the tutuult far. 200101 1O 

pire the ranks,” and rule the diſtant wat. 
He added not: The liſt ning Kings ober 

w moving an; Atrides leads the Mit bes 

God of Ooean (to inflame their rage) 3 *$ ual 
pears a Warrior furrow'd o'er with, age; 

ft in his own, the Gen'ral's hand he took... ., at ter 
d thus the venerable Hero {poke. no odvw nil — 
drrides, lo! with, what diſdainful eye d of 

billes ſees his countrey's forces fly: LR... 

ad impious man! whaſe anger is his guide, 

o glories in unutterable pride. 
may he periſh, ſo may Fove diſchim 

wretch relentleſs, and o'erwhelm'd with ſhame! 


118 55 ' O27 1M 4 n 
| was diſhonourable, but propoſes no ether project. Niomed 
plies that deficiency, and ſhews what muſt be dene: That 
nded as they are, they ſhould go forth wo the battel; for the“ 
were not able to engage, yet their preſence wonld re-eftdbliſh 
F alllre by Whalidils in arms thoſe W might other wviſe quit 
N 


Ly 
| 64 311 | , Ft 54 Fl ' * $7 1 


17 
1 a. 
4 Lad 
But 
- 


— 


wo Hour Ib. BG 

165 But heay'n forſäkes not thee: Oer yonder ſands 
Fly diverſe; while proud Kings, and Chiefs reno. 
Priv'n heaps on heaps, with clouds involy'd arouii a 
Of rolling duſt, their winged wheels employ: / 
170 To hide their ignominious heads in Ney... 


He ſpoke, then ruſh'd amid the warting crew; 
And ſent his voice before him as he flew, © © 
Loud, as the ſhout encountring armies yield. 
When twice ten thouſand ſhake the lab ring field; 


175 Such was the voice, and ſuck the thund ring ſound 


Of him, whoſe trident tends the ſolid ground. 


"Each ges hebben beim w meet the fight; 


And grizly war appears a pleaſing fight. © 
Mearitime Sarurnis from Olympus brow, 


180 High-thron'd in gold; beheld the fields below; 


23 4 
* 


* * 
ol . 
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know a! 


v. 179. The ſtory of Jupiter and Juno.] I don't 


| GRtion in all antiquity, than this of Fepiter's being deceiv'd and 
' alleep,or that has a greater air of impiety and abſurdity, 'Tis 


ſervation of Mon. de St. Euremend upon the ancient poets, whi 
very one will agree to: That it is ſurprizing enough to findl 
« fo ſcrupulous to preſerve probability, in ations purely bu 
and ſo ready to violate. it in repreſenting the actions d 
Gods. Even thoſe who have ſpoken more ſagely than the 
« of their nature, could not forbear to ſpeak extravagin 
« their conduct. When they eſtabliſh their being and che 
 rribures, they make them immortal infivice, almighty 

« 


* 


* 


on Wy 
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with joy the glorious conflict ſhe ſurvey d, 
here her great brother gave the Grecians aid. 
ut plac'd aloft on Idas ſhady height 
the ſees her Fove, and trembles at the ſight. 


ſectly wiſe, and perfectly good: Nut the moment they 
them acting, there's no weakneſs to which they do not mal 
em ſtoop, and no folly or wickedneſs they do not make em 
commit.” The ſame author anſwers this in another place by 
marking, „That truth was not the inclination of the firſt ages; 
a fooliſh lye or a lucky falſhood gave reputation to impoſtors, 
and pleaſure to the credulous. Twas the whole ſecret of e 
great and the wiſe, to govern the fimple and ignorant herd. 
The vulgar, who pay 2 profound reverence to myſterious errors. 
would have deſpiſed plain truth, and it was thought @ piece of 
prudence to deceive them. All the diſcourſes of the ancients 
were fitred to ſo advantagious a deſign. There was nothing to 
be ſeen bur g&ions, allegories, and fimilitudes, and nothing was 
to appear as it was in itſelf, ' | 
I muſt needs, upon the whole, as far as I can judge, give up 
e morality of this fable; but what colour of excuſe for it Hamer 
ight have from ancient tradition, or what myſtical or allegorical 
nſe might atone for the appearing impiety, is hard to be aſcer- 
in'd at this diftant period of time. That rhere had been before 
is age 2 tradition of Fapiter's being laid aſleep, appears from the 
dry of Hercules at Coos, referr'd to by our author, v. 28x. Tow 
alſo a paſſage in Diodoras, lib. 1. c. 7. which gives ſome 

pht to this fiction. Among other reaſons which that hiſtorian 


Tu 

don to prove that Hamer travell'd into c/fgypt, 12 
4 is paſſage of the interview of Fapiter and Fame, which he fays 
1 K grounded upon an e/fgyptien feſtivab whereon the nuptial cere- 
_ mies of theſe two deities were celghrated, at which time both their ta- 


n 1, adorned with all forts of flowers, are carry d by the pries 
* tap of 4 high mountain. Indeed as the greateſt part of the cere- 
onies of the ancient religions conſiſted in ſome ſymbolical repre- 


: * ntations of certain actions of their Gods, or rather deify'd mor- 
ih. D mn... 
y ol . 9 


Ul 
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185 Fove to deceive, what methods ſhall ſhe try, 
"What arts, to blind his all-beholding eye? 
At length ſhe truſts her pow'r ; reſolv'd to prove þ 
The old, yet ſtill ſucceſsful, cheat of love; 


Againk 


of the actions exhibited in thoſe ceremonies. The loves of J 
and Adonis are à remarkable inſtance of this kind, which, tho ut 
der different names, were celebrated by annual repreſenrations, 
well in e/£gypt as in ſeyeral nations of Greece and Aſia: and u 
the images which were carry'd in theſe feſtivals, . ſeveral ancien 
; Poets. were indebted for their moſt happy deſcriptions. If the tru 
of this obſervation of Diodoras be admitted, the preſent paliag 
will appear with more dignity, being grounded on religion; at 
the conduct of the poet will de more juſtifiable, if that, which k 
been generally counted an indecent wanton fiction, ſhould proven 
be the repreſentation of a religious ſolemnity. - Conſidering th 
great ignorance we are in of many ancient ceremonies, there m 
be probably in Homer many incidents entirely of this nature 
wherefore we ought to be reſery'd in our cenſures, leſt what 
decry as wrong in the Poet, ſhould prove only a fault in his rel 
gion. And indeed it would be a very unfair way to tax any pi 
ple, or any age whatever, with groſsneſs in general, purely ira 
the groſs or abſurd ideas or practices that are to be found in tha 
religions. 2 
In the next place, if we have recourſe to allegory, (which in 
tens and reconciles every thing) it may be imagin'd that by f 
congreſs of Japiter and Jumo, is. meant the mingling of the « 
and the air (which are generally faid to be. fignify'd by theſe 8 
deities.) The ancients believ'd the ether to be ignbous, and d 
by its kind influence upon the air, it was the cauſe of all veget 
tion: To which nothing more exactly correſponds, than the ha 
of the earth putting forth her flowers immediately upon this a 
greſs. Virgil has ſome lines in the ſecond Georgic,that ſeem a pe 
fe& explanation of the fable into this ſenſe. .In deſcribing * 
ſpring, he hints as if ſomething of a vivifying influence wu 
chat time ſpread from the upper heavens into the air. He c 
, I | 60 


* 
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\oainſt his wiſdom to oppoſe her charms, 
nd lull the Lord of Thunders in her arms. 


oouſe for the production of all things. 
7 Tum pater omnipotens facundis imbribus ether 
V ur Conjugis in gremio lata deſcendit, c me. 
Ns, 2 Magnns alit, magno commixtus corpore, fetus. 
and v Partarit omnis ager, &c. 
ncien 


wu But, be all this as it will, it is certain, that whatever may be 
bought of this fable in a theological or philoſophical view, it is 
ne of the moſt beautiful pieces that ever was produc'd by Poetry. 


either does it want its moral: An ingenious. modern writer 
ove hom I am pleas'd to take any occation of quoting). has given it 
ng d in theſe words. 
re m « This paſſage of Hamer may ſuggeſt abundance of inſtruction 
ature to a woman who has a mind to preſerve or recall the affection 
hat of her husband. The care of her perſon and dreſs, with the 
11s particular blandiſhments woven in the Ceſtees, are fo plainly re- 
ny per commended by this fable, and ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary in eve- 
y fra ry female who defires to pleaſe, that they need no farther expla- 
in c nation, The diſcretion likewiſe in covering all matrimonial 

quarrels from the knowledge of others, is taught in the pretend 
ich t ed viſit co Techys, in the ſpeech where Juno addreſſes herſelf to 
; by OR Venus; as the chaſte and prudent management of a wife's charms 
he is intimared by the ſame pretence for her appearing before Ju- 
heſe w iter, and by the -concealment of the Ceſtas in her boſom. 1 
and US ſhall leave this tale to the conſideration of ſuch good houſewives 
| veg who are never well dreſs'd but when they are abroad, and think 
he babe ic neceſſary to appear more agreeable to all men living than their 
this c husbands ; As alſo to thoſe prudent ladies, who, to avoid the 
m a appearance of being over-fond, entertain their husbands with 
bing | indifference, averſion, ſullen ſilence, or exaſperating * 
ce vn 


Tat" | It Swift 


wpiter expreſiy eÆther, and repreſents him operating upon his 


. 
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Swift to her bright apartment ſhe repairs, 
Sacred to dreſs, and beauty's pleaſing cares: 
With skill divine had Vulcan form'd the bow'r, 

| Safe from acceſs of each intruding pow'r. 

195 Touch'd with her ſecret. key, the doors unfold; 
Self-clos'd behind her ſhut the yalves of gold. 
Here firſt ſhe bathes; and round her body pours 
Soft oil of fragrance, and ambroſial ſhow!rs: 


v. 191. Swift to her bright apartment ſhe repairs, c.] This pi 
ſage may be of conſideration to the Ladies, and, for their ſakes,” 
take a little pains to obſerve upon it. Homer tells us that the very 
Goddeſſes, who are all over charms, never dreſs in fight of ay 
one: The Queen of Heaven adorns herſelf in private, and d 
doors lock after her. In Hemer there are no Diewx des Rnelles, it 

_ Gods are admitted to the toilette. 

I am afraid there are ſome earthly Goddeſles of leſs prudent 
who have loſt much of the adoration of mankind by the contra 
practice. Lucretius (a very good judge in gallantry) preſcribes 

a cure to a deſperate lover, the frequent fight of his miſtreſs u 
dreſs d. Juno herſelf has ſuffer'd a little by the very Mmſe's peep: 
ing into her chamber, ſince ſome nice criticks are ſhock'd in th 
Place of Homer, to find that the Goddeſs waſhes herſelf, which pre 
ſents ſome idea as if ſhe was dirty. Thoſe who have delicacy wil 
profit by this remark. | 
v. 198. Soft oh of fragrance.) The practice of Faſo in anoin 
ing her body with perfumed oils, was a remarkable part of anc 
ent Coſmeticks, tho entirely diſuſed in the modern arts of dreſs. | 
may poſſibly offend the niceneſs of modern ladies; but ſuch af e 
as paint, ought to conſider that this practice might without mus 
greater difficulty, be reconciled to cleanlineſs. This paſlage is 
clear inftance of the antiquity of this cuſtom, and clearly dete 
mines againſt Pliny, who is of opinion that it was not ſo ancien 
as thoſe times, where, ſpeaking of perfum'd unguents, be 2 


(4 
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The winds perfum'd, the balmy gale convey 
Thro' heav'n, thro? earth, and all th aerial way; 
Spirit divine! whoſe exhalation greets 

The ſenſe of Gods with more than mortal ſweets. 
Thus while ſhe breath'd of heav'n, with decent pride 
Her artful hands the radiant treſſes ty'd ; 


IV. 


Part 


Leis primus invenerit non traditur; Tliacis temporibus non eramt, I. 13. 
c. 1. Beſides the cuſtom of anointing Kings among the Jem, 
which the Chriſtians have borrow'd, there are ſeveral alluſions in 
the Old Teſtament which ſhew that this practice was thought or- 
namental among them. The Pſal/miſ?, ſpeaking of the gifts of Gd 
mentions wine and oil, che former to make glad the heart of mat, 
and the latter to give him a chearful countenance. It ſeems moſt 
probable that this was an eaſtern invention, agreeable to the luxu- 
ry of the Aſratichs, among whom the moſt proper ingredients for 
theſe-unguents were produc'd ; from them this cuſtom was pro- 
Pagated among the Romans, by whom it "was efteem'd 2 pleaſure 
of a very refit'd nature. Whoever is curious to ſee inſtances of 
their expence and delicacy therein, may be farisfy'd in the three 
brit chapters of the thirteenth bobk of Pliny's natural hiftory. 

V. 203. Thus while ſbe breath d of heav'n, 8c.) We have here a 
compleat picture from head to foot of the dreſs of the Fair Sexy 
and of the mode berween rwo and three thouſand years ago. May 
wil I have leave to obſerve the great ſimplicity of Fan's dreſ:, in com- 
7 priſon with the innumerable equipage of a modern toilette? The 

even when ſhe is ſetting herſelf out on the greateſt occa- 

& and bon, bas only her own locks to tie, a white veil to caſt over them, 

6 oY? "ante to dreſs her whole body, her pendapts, and her ſandals, 

40 This the Poet expreſly ſays was all her dreſs, oda a,] and ; 
de may reaſonably conclude it was all that was uſed by the great- 

„ Princeſles and fineſt beauties of thoſe times. The good Exfs- 
thins is raviſh'd to find, that here are no waſhes for the faces no 
rr artificial embelliſhments fince 
| E 3 in 
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205 Part on her head in ſhining ringlets roll'd, . 
Part o'er her ſhoulders wav d like melted gold. T 
: it, L 
in practice; he alſo rejoices not a little, that Famo has no Iookiry 
glaſs, tire-woman, or waiting-maid, One may preach till doon 
day on this ſubject, but all the commentators in the world will m 7 
ver prevail upon a lady to ſtick one pin the leſs in her gown, er. 
cept ſhe can be convinced that the ancient dreſs will better ſer d E: 
her perſon. 

As the Aſſaricks always ſurpaſs'd the Grecians in whatever T 
garded magnificence and luxury, ſo we find their women far gore T 
in the contrary extreme of dreſs. There is a paſſage in Iſaiah | 
ch. 3. that gives us a particular of their wardrobe, with the num L 
ber and uſeleſsneſs of their ornaments; and which I think appem 

very well in contraſt to this of Homer. The bravery of their tink T 
ling ornaments about their feet, and their cault, and their round tim F 
liłe the moon : The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, the buw 
nett, and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the t A 
blets, and the ear-rings, the rings and noſe-jewels, the changeable ſuit 
of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the criſping pin 
the glaſſes, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the veils. 

I could be glad to ask the ladies which they ſhould like beſt u 
imitate, the Greeks, or the 4/iaticks? I would defire thoſe that vt 
handſome and well-made, to conſider, that the dreſs of Jano (which 

is the ſame they ſee in fatzes) has manifeſtly the advantage of the 
preſent, in diſphying whatever is beautiful: That the charms d 
the neck and breaſt are not leſs laid open, than by the modern ſtays; 
and that thoſe of the leg are more gracefully diſcover'd, than ever 
by the hoop-petticoat: That the fine turn of the arms is better ob- 
ſerv'd; and that ſeveral natural graces of the ſhape and body appen 
much more conſpicuous. Ir is not to be deny'd-bur- the Afratich 
and our preſent modes were better contriv'd to concealglome per 
ple's defects, but Þ don't ſpeak to ſuch people: I ſpeak only to l 
dies of that beauty, who can make any faſhion prevail by theit 
being ſeen in it; and who put others of their ſex under the wretch- 
ed neceſſity of being like them in their habits, or not being like 
them at all. As for the reſt, let em follow the mode of Judas 
and be content with the name of Afcarichs, 


Da errangen 
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Around her next a heay'nly mantle flow d, | 

That rich with Pallas' labour d colours glow'ds 
Large claſps of gold the foldings gather d round, 

A golden zone her ſwelling boſom bound. A 
Far-beaming pendants tremble in her ear, | 
Each gemm illumin'd with a triple ſtar. 3 
Then Oer her head ſhe caſts a veil more white. 
Than new-fall'n ſnow, and dazling as the light. 

Laſt her fair feet celeſtial ſandals grace. 

Thus iſſuing radiant, with majeſtic pace, 

Forth from the dome th' imperial Goddeſs moves, 

And calls the Mother of the Smiles and Loves. 


v. 216, Thus iſſning radiant, &c.] Thus the Goddeſs comes 
from her apartment, againſt her ſpouſe, in compleat armour. The 


pleaſures of women moſtly prevail by pure cunning, and the artful 
ms d management of their perſons; for there is but one way for tha 
ſtays; weak to ſubdue the mighty, and that is by pleaſure, The Poet 
even ſhews at the fame time, that men of underſtanding are not ma- 


ſer'd without a great deal of artifice and addreſs. There are but 
ppear three ways whereby to overcome another, by violence, by perſua- 
fait BG bon, or by craft: Fapiter was invincible by main force; to think 
peo: of perſuading was as fruitleſs, after he had paſs'd his nod to Achil- 
0 **, therefore June was obliged of neceſfiry to turn her thoughts 
their BW entirely upon craft; and by the force of pleaſure it is, chat ſhe in- 
erch- WW ſnares and manages the God. Enftathins. 
like v. 218, And calls the Mother of the Smiles and Loves.) Not- 
es Wy withſtanding all the pains June has been ar; to adorn herſelf, ſhe- 
is ftill conſcious that neither the natural beauty of her perſon; nor 
| the artificial one of her dreſs, will be ſufficient to work upon a 
und | E 4 Husband. 


200 Shall human ftrifes celeſtial minds divide? 


i 


$8 HOMER's IL1IAD. Book XIV 
How long (to Venus thus apart ſhe cry'd) 


Ah yet, will Venus aid Saturnia's joy, » ff 
And ſet aſide the cauſe of Greece and Thoy ? 


Lit 


Husband. She therefore has recourſe to the Cefims of Venws, u 
kind of love-charm, not doubting to-enffame his mind by magicd 
enchantment ; a folly which in all ages has poſſeſt her ſex. To 
procure this, ſhe applies to the Goddeſs of Love: from whom | 
hiding her real deſign under a feign d fory, (another propriety in the Oc 
character of the fair) ſhe obtains the valuable preſent of this wonder. 
working girdle. The allegory of the Ceſtas lies very open, tho the Or 
ampertinencies of Exſtathins on this head are unſpeakable : In it 
are comprized the moſt powerful incentives to love, as well as the 
ſtrongeſt cſſeck of the paſſion. The juſt admiration of this paſſage 
has been always ſo great and univerſal, that the Ceſtas of Venus i 
Become proverbial. The beauty of the lines which in a few 
words comprehend this agreeable fiction, can ſcarce be equall'd: 
So beautiful an original has produc'd very fine imitations, wherein 
we may obſerye a few additional figures, expreſſing ſome of the 
Improvements which the affectation, or artifice of the fair ſex, 
have introduc'd into the art of love fince Homer's days. Teſſo bas 
finely imitated this deſcription in the magical girdle of AArmida 
Elernſalemme lilrrata. Cant. 16. 
Teneri Sdegni, e placide e tranguillo 


Repwlſe, e cari vexxi, e liete pact, 
Sorriſe, parrolette, e dolci fille 


Di pianto, e ſoſpir tronchi, e molli bact, g 100 
Mont de le Motte imitation of this 6i8i0n is Hkewiſe wonder I 
fully beautiful. 15 1 by 

Ce tiſſu, le fimbole, &- la cauſe 4 la fois, 1 


Da pomveir 4 l our, du charme de ſes hin. 
Elle enſl am me les yeux, de cet ardeur qui toncha; 
Þ an [ owrire enchanteur, elle anime la bonches, 


Paſſion 


» © 
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Let heav'n's dread Empreſs (Cytherea ſaid) 
Speak her requeſt, and deem her will obey d. | 
hen grant me (faid the Queen) thoſe conquering charm, - 2 
hat pow'r, which mortals and immortals warms, 
hat love, which melts mankind in fierce deſires, 
] burns the ſons of heav'n with facred fires !” 


IV 


„ For lo! 1 haſte to thoſe remote at odes, 

** Where the great parents (ſacred ſource of Gods) 

1 Ocean and Tethys. their old empire keep, 

o' the On the laſt. limits of .the land. and deep. f 


In it 
bs Paſſione la voix, en adoucit les ſons, 
aflag Prete ces tours heuvenx; plus forts que les raiſcns ;* 
7 5 Inſpire, pour tomcher, ces tendres frratagemes, . 
* Ces refus attirans, Pecueil des ſages memes.. 
* Et la nature enfin, y voulut renſermer, , 
* Tout ce qui perſuade, & ce qui fait aimer. 
- fox En prenant ce tiſſu, que Venus lui preſente 
n * Innon n' ctoit que belle, elle devient charmante.. - 
4 Les graces, & les ris, les plaiſirs, & les jena, 
Surpris chexchent Venus, dextent qui Peſt des deux. 
L'amour meme trompe, trouve Junon plus belle; * 
Et ſon are à la main, deja vole apres elle. — * 
Spencer, in Itis fourth book, Canto 5. deſcribès a girdle of Venn: 
of a very different nature; for as this had the power to raiſe up- 
looſe defires in others, that had a more wonderful faculty ro ſup- 
Ag preſs them in the perſon that wore it: But it had a moſt dreadtuF 


quality, to burſt aſunder whenever tied about any but a chaſte bay: 
Hm, Such a girdle, tis to be feared, would produce effefis very 
different from the other: Homer's Ceſtus would be a peace-maker. 
de reconcile man and wife; but Spencer's Ceſims would probably 
G&liroy the good agreement of many a happy couple. 


E s. Im 
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100 HOMER. ILIAD. Book XI 
In their kind arms my tender years were paſty 
What-time old Satwrn, from Olympus caſt, 
235 Of upper heay'n to Fove reſign'd the reign, 
Whelm'd under the huge maſs of earth and maine | 
For ſtrife, 1 hear, has made the union ceaſe, 
Which held ſo long that ancient pair in peace. 
What honour, and what love ſhall I obtain, 
240 If I compoſe thoſe fatal feuds again? 
Once more their minds in mutual ties engage, 
And what my youth has ow'd, repay their age. 
She ſaid. With awe divine the Queen of Love 
Obey'd the ſiſter and the wife of Fove: 
245 And from her fragrant breaſt the Zone unbrac'd, 
With various skill and high embroid'ry grac'd, 
In this was ev'ry art, and ev'ry charm, 
To win the wiſeſt, and the coldeſt warm: 
Fond love, the gentle vow, the gay deſire, 
250 The kind deceit, the ſtill- reviving fire, 
Perſuaſive ſpeech, and more perſuaſive ſighs, 
Silence that ſpoke, and eloquence of eyes. 
This on her hand the Cyprian Goddeſs laid; , 
Take this, and with it all thy wiſh, ſhe fad: 
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With ſmiles ſhe took the charm ; and ſmiling preſt; 
The pow'rful Ceſtus to her ſnowy- breaſt, / 
Then Vans to the courts of Fove withdrew ; 
Whilſt from Ohympus pleas d Saturnia flew. 

Oer high Pieria thence her courſe ſhe bore, 

Oer fair Emathia's ever pleaſing ſhore, | 
O'er Heæmus hills with ſnows' eternal crown d: 

Nor once. her flying foot approach'd the. ground, 

Then taking wing from Aue lofty ſteep, 
She ſpeeds to Lemos o'er the rowling deep, 
And ſeeks the cave. of Death's half-brother, Sleep. 


tu 29m Abd prof The Pe ce „ ber ſtony b 
Eufterhin takes notice, that the word Cetas is not the name, but 
epither only, of Venars girdle ; tho* the epithet has prevail'd © 
far 25 to become the proper name in common uſe. This has hap» 
pen'd to others of our Author's epithers; the word Pygmy is of cho 
ſame nature, Yenas wore this girdle below her neck, and in open 
fht, but June Hides it in her boſom, to ſtiew che difference of 
the two characters: It ſuits well with Yenas to make « ſhew of 
whatever is engaging in her; bur J who ig me of feu 
dence and gravity, ought to be more modeſt. 

v. 263. She ſpeeds to Lemnos ver the rolling deeps 

And ſeeks the cave of Death's half-brother, ep 10 
In this fiction Homer introduces a new divine perſonage : It does 
not appear whether this God of Sleep was a God of Homer's cred- 
tion, or whether his pretenſions to divinity were of more ancient 
date. The Poet indeed ſpeaks of him as of one formerly active in 
ſome heavenly tranſactions. Be this as it will, ſucceeding” Poets 
have always acknowledg'd his title. Virgil would not let his- 
be without a perſon ſb proper for poetical machinery; tho he h 
. bg maſtered pps 
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de n Shag abel ip f &'c 
Who fſpread'lt thy empire o'er each God and Man D Pc 
K 


in che fifth book without provocation or commiſſion, only to FA 
firoy the Tei an Pilot. The criticks, who cannot ſee all the ale 
gories which the commencators pretend to find in Homer's diving 

ties, muſt be obſiged to acknowledge the reality and propriety e ih 
this; fence every thing that is here ſaid of this imaginary Deity it 
juſlly applicable to Sleep. He is called the Brother of Death; {ii 
to be protected by Night : and is employed very naturally to lullt 
husband to reſt in the embraces of his wife; which effect of thi 
anjazal epiate, even the modeſt Virgil has remark d in the — itich 


dummes pemuit | miſe 
 Conjuii infuſus gremia per membra ſoporem. S 


V. 263. 76 Lemnos.] The commentators are hard put to it, 8 
give 4 reaſon why June feeks. for. Sleep in Lemmes. Some finding: ne 
out that Lemos anciently ,abounded with wine, inform us that n a n 
was 2. proper. place of reſidence. for him, wine being naturally de pri 
great provoker of Sleep, Others will have it, that this God being WWcce 
in love with - Paſithat, . who. reſided with ber. fiſter the wife A beref 
YValcen, in Lemnses,.it was very probable he might be found haun our 
ing near his miſtreſs. Other commentators perceiving, the weib Um 
neſs of theſe conjectures, will have it that Jamo met Sleep here M. 
mere accident; but this is congradiftory to the whole thread of the 
narration. But who knows. whether Homer might not deſign this 
fon as a piece of raillery upon the ſluggiſhneſs of the Lemmiam: 
tho” this character of them. does not appear? A kind of Fatyr like 
that of A#iofto, who makes the Angel find Diſcord in a monaſtery} 
Or like chat of. Biileas in his Latrin, where he Molleſſe is 
a dormitory of. the manks of St. Bernard. does 
v. 266. Sweet-pleaſing Sleep, &c. ] eren N 
this: canverſation between Jane. and. Sleep; where he introduces the Ne- 
ame Goddeſs making a requeſt to. Salus. Scaliger, who is aw 
auger ta. deprecate Homer, and zealous to praiſe his favourite Au ver 


„wet, has highly e Lat nn 


8. 
"A 


— 


f cer obſequious to thy ue will. 

D Pow'r. of Slumbers.! hear, and fayour ſtill. 
hed thy ſoft dews on. Fove's immortal eyes, 

hile ſunk in love's entrancing joys he lies. 
ſplendid footſtool, and a throne, that ſhine. 


With gold unfading, Sores, ſhall be thine; . _ 


irick's judgment, an impartial reader will find, I don't doubt 
auch more art and beauty in the original than the copy. In the 
vrmer, Juno endeavours to engage Sleep in her deſign by the pro: 
niſe of a proper and valuable preſent ; but having formerly run 2 
reat hazard in a like attempt, he is not prevail'd upon. Hereup- 
jo the Goddeſs, knowing his paſſion for one of the graces, engages 
o give her to his deſires: This hope brings the lover to conſent, 
ut not before he obliges Jamo to confirm her promiſe by an cat 


ug 2 moſt ſolemn manner, the very words and ceremony w. 
ly (Se prefcribes to her. Theſe are all beautiful and poetical cireum: 
* ances, moſt whereof are untouch'd by Virgil, and which Scaliger 


herefore calls low and vulgar. He only makes Jamo demand a far 
four from Lolas, which he had no reaſon to refuſe ; and promiſe 


al im 2 reward, which it does not appear he was fond of, The 
"TIF" Poet has indeed wich great judgment added. one cicumſlance 


acerning the promiſe of children, 


. 4 by 


* — & palchrd fariat te prole parentam. od 
q- ad this is very conformable to the religion of che Raman, among 
e 


hom Jane was ſüppos d to preſide over human births; but it 
does not appear ſhe had any ſuch office in the Greek theology, _ 
v. 272. A ſplendid footffool.) Notwithſtanding the cavils of & 
ger, it may be allow'd that an eaſy chair was no improper pre- 
kat for Strep, Ar to the ſpotſtocl, Madam Dacier's obſervation is 
very juſt one; that beſides its Being a conveniency, it was # mart 
RR 
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The work of Vulcan; to indulge thy eaſe, 

Imperial Dame (the balmy pow'r replies) 
Great Satums heir, and empreſs of the skies! 
Oer other Gods I ſpread my eaſy chain; 


The Sire of; all, old Ocean, owns my reign, d d 
280 And his huſh'd waves lie ſilent on the main. * 
But how, unbidden, ſhall I dare to ſteep ih 
Fove's awful temples in the dew of ſleep? 4 
"Tis upon that account we find it fo frequently mention'd in ſai c ge 
ture, where the earth is cal . the footſtool of the throne of God. he f 
Feremiah, Judas is calld (as a mark of diſtinction) the foot 
of the feet of God. Lament. 2. v. 1. And he remember d nd i pov 
Tootftool F his feet, in the day of his wrath, We ſee here the lu 
image, founded no doubt upon the ſame cuſtoms, Dader. J 
v. 279. The Sire of all, old Ocean.] * Homer (ſays ergo 
the ſea Father of All, with a view to this doctrine, that 
things were generated from water, Thales the Mileſian, f 
« head of the — ſect, who ſeems to have been the firſt authy 285 


of Philoſophy, affirmed water to be the principle from wha... 
all things ſpring, and into which all things are reſoly d; becuii tent 
* the prolifick ſeed of all animals is a moiſture; all plants ble 
« nouriſhed by moiſture ; e n 
are nouriſhed by moiſt vapours and exhalations; and conſeque 
* ly he thought the world was produr' from this element,” 
Opin, of Philoſ.. lib. 1. c. 3» p is | 
v. 281, Bus how, anbidden, &c.] This particulariry is worth mene 
marking ; Sleep tells Jane that he dares not approach Fapiter wit 
our his own order; whereby he ſeems to intimate, that a ſpirit mate 
a ſuperior kind may give itſelf up to a voluntary ceſſation 6 
thought and action, tho re 

eee eee 5 
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ng fince too vent'rous, at thy bold command, 
1 thoſe eternal lids I laid my hand ; 
hat-time, deſerting lion's waſted plain, 
s conqu'ring ſon, Aides, plow'd the main: 

hen lo! the deeps ariſe, the tempeſts roar, 

xd drive the hero to the Can ſhore: 4 

eat Fove awaking, ſhook the bleſt abodes 

ith riſing wrath, and tumbled Gods on Gods 
chief he ſought, and from the realms. on high 

d hurl'd indignant to the nether sky, 

r gentle Night, to whom I fled for aid, : 
be friend of earth and heav'n) her wings diſplay d: 
powerd the wrath of Gods and Men to tame, 

7e rever'd the venerable dame. 


. 285. What time, deſerting Mom s waſted plain; &.] One 
rve from hence, that to make falfity in fables uſeful and 
ent to our deſigns, it is not enough to cauſe the ſtory to re- 
ble truth, but we are to corroborate it by parallel places; 


ted great difficulties, and ſurmounted em. 80 did Hercules, 
lid ame, ſo did Plato. Here therefore the Poet feigning that 
p is going to practiſe infidiouſly upon Fove, prevents the 
| ngeneſs and incredibility of the tale, by ſquaring it to an anci- 
umi aory; which ancient ſtory. was, that Sleep had once before got 
me maſtery of Fove in the caſe of Hercules, Enftathins. 


n . 296. K Joye rever'd the venerable dame.) Fupiter is repre- | 


ed 2s unwilling to do any thing that might be offenſive or un- 
ful to Night ; the Poet (fays Exftathins) inſtructs us by this 


* 
F 
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300 Like great Alcides, his all- onqu ring ſon? 
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Vain are thy fears (the Queen of heav'n replies, 
And ſpeaking, rolls her large majeſtick eyes 
Think 'ſt thou that Troy has Fove's . farour r 


Hear, and obey the miſtreſs of the skies, 


Nor for the deed expect a vulgar prize; 
For know,” thy loy'd one ſhall be ever thine, 


The youngeſt Grace, Paſiphat the divine. 


and venerable perſon : Such was Night in regard of Jun 
feign'd as an anceſtor; and honourable on account of her antiqi 
and power. For the Greek theology teaches that Night and (i 
were before all things. Wherefore it was held facred to obey 
Might” in the conflicts of war, as we find by the admonirions 
the heralds to Hector and Ajax in the 7® Iliad. 

Milten has made fine uſe of this ancient opinion in relat 
to Chaos and Night, in the latter part of his ſecond book, whe 
. their empire. He « 
them, 


Ae, Night 
And Chaos, anceſtors of nature 


Aud alludes to the ſame, in thoſe noble verſes, 


— - Bebold the throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion ſpread | 
Wide _ 1 U deep: Ay im enthron's * 
Sate veſted Night, e 4 | ; 
The — of. his. tu Dy; | ſel! 


Thirfrie Apoltrophe of Peu bes als ths faine luda bal 


O thou, Ancient grandmother bar 
Move 2 whom So; i \ theſ 
Or. that great honſe, of Gods avleſtial; 
ich was begot in. Dzmogargon's hall, 
us [aw tte * of tha — amade. = 
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Swear then (he ſaid) by thoſe tremendous flood 
at roar thro* hell, and bind th' invoking Gods: 
the great parent Earth one hand ſuſtain, 150 
| ſtretch the other o'er the ſacred Main. 
the black Gods that round Satwrnus dwell, 
hear, and witneſs from the depths of hell; 

at ſhe, my lov'd one, ſhall be ever mine; 
youngeſt Grace, Paſitha# the divine. 

he Queen aſſents, and from th' infernal bow'rs. 
okes the fable Subtartarean pow'rs, 

d thoſe who rule th' inviolable floods, | 
dom mortals name the dread Tiranian Gods. 
hen ſwift as wind, o'er Lemnas ſmoaky iſle, 
wing their way, and Dnbrus* ſea- beat ſoil, 

o air unſeen involy'd in darkneſs glide, 

d light on Leclos, on the point of Ide. 


— 


+ 307. Let the great parent Earth one hand ſuſtain, 

And ſtretch the other oer the ſacred Main, &c. ] 
is ſomething wonderfully ſolemn in this manner of ſwears 
propos d by Sep to Jamo. How anfwerable is, this idea to 
dignity of the Queen of the Goddeſſes, where Earth; Ocean, and 
ſelf, where the whole creation, all things viſible and inviũ- 
ue call'd ro be witneſſes of the oath of the De. ty? 

311. That ſhe, my led one, &c.] Sleep is here made to re- 
the words of Jane's promiſe than which repeticion nothing 
unk, can be more beautiful or better placed. The lover fired 
a theſe hopes, inliſts on the promiſe, dwelling with pleaſure on 
d circumſtance that relates to his. fair one, The .chrone and. 
Wool, it ſeems, are quite out of his head. vt gs 


o 
1 
1 " 
. 


N 


Are heard reſounding with a hundred rills) 


325 There on a fir, whoſe ſpiry branches riſe 
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(Mother of ſavages, whoſe echoing hilly | 


Fair Ida trembles underneath. the God; =; 
Huſh'd are her mountains, and her foreſts' nod. 


To join its ſummit to the neighb'ring skies, 
Dark in embow ring ſhade, conceal'd from fight,. 
Sate Sleep, in likeneſs of the bird of night, a 

: - # 
v. 323. Fair Ida trembles.] It is uſually ſuppos'd at the 


proach or preſence of any heavenly being, that upon their m 'Y P 
all ſhould ſhake that lies beneath em. Here the Poet giving: h 

feription of the deſcent of theſe Deities upon the ground at J 
ſays that the loftieſt of the wood trembled under their feet: WIFI no 


expreſſion is to intimate the lightneſs and ſwifrneſs of the mat 
of heavenly beings ; the wood does not ſhake under their 
from any corporeal weight, but from a certain awful drei 

v. 328. In likeneſs of a bird of night.] This is a bird about 
fe of a hawk, entirely black ;, and that is the reaſon why | 
deſcribes Sleep under its form. Here (ſays Eaftathins) Hime 
us know, as well as in many other places, that he is no fin 
to the language of the Gods. Hobbes has taken very much! 
the dignity of this ſuppoſition, in tranſlating the preſent lin 
„E in bheneſ of @ fowl,  _ 

e ſate 5 of a 

We find in Pluto's Cratylas a diſcourſe of great ſubtilty, grow 
chiefly on this obſervation” of Homer, that the and men 
the ſame thing by different names. The Philoſopher ſuppoſes! 
in the original language every thing was expreſs'd by a 
whoſe ſound was naturally apt to mark che nature of the 
fignify'd. This great work he aſcribes to the Gods, fince it 

ired more knowledge both in the nature of ſounds and ti 

h man had attain'd to, This reſemblance, he ſays, was 1 
lokin modern languages by the unskilful alterations men hadn 
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3s his name with thoſe of heav'nly birth, 
call'd Cymindis by the race of earth.) | 
o 1da's top ſucceſsful Juno flies; 4 
at Jovs ſurveys her with defiring eyes: * | 
God, whoſe lightning ſets the heav'ns on fire; 

o all his boſom, feels the fierce deſire; 

ce as when firſt by. ſtealth be ſeiz'd ber chartns; 

d with her ſoul, and melted in her arms. 


. on her eyes he fed his eager look, . | 
„ prefs'd her band, and thus with tranſport ſpoke. Y 
1 hy comes my Goddeſs from th zthereal sky, 


| not her ſteeds and flaming chariot nigh? 

hen ſne -I haſte to thoſe remote abodes,- 1 
ere the great parents of the deathleſs Gods, | . 
rey rend Ocean and grey Tethys reign, | 
the laſt limits of the land and main, 
fit theſe, to whoſe indulgent cares 

ve the nurſing of my tender years, ch 
ror 
xt the great licence they had taken in compounding of words: 
den ever, he obſerves there were yet among the Greeks ſome re- 
is of this original language, of which he gives a few inſtancess: 
bg, that many more were to be found in ſome of the barbarous 

hagge chat had deviated leſs from the original, which was füll 
ery'd entire among the Gods. Mus appears a notion ſo un- 
mon, that I could not forbear to mention it. 


345. -——Td whoſe indulgent cares I owe the nurſong, &c.] The 
ory of this is very obvious. Fame is conſtantly — 


360 Or for an carthly, or a heay'nly love: 
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For ſtrife, I hear, has made that union-ceaſe, - | | 
"Which, held ſo long this ancient pair in-peace. w] 
The ſteeds, prepar'd my chariot to cone. , ence 
390 O'er earth and ſeas, and thro? th' aerial way,. 
Wait under 1de: Of thy ſuperior pow r | 


To ask conſent, I leave th Ohmian bow'r ;.. th 
Nor ſeek, unknown.to.thee, the ſacred cells 2 
Deep under ſeas, where boar y Ocean dwells... 15 
355 For that (ſaid ove) ſuffice another day ; - nc 
But. eager love denies. the leaſt. delay... thi 
Let ſafter cares the preſent hour employ, 6 
And be theſe moments ſacred all to joy. eech 


Ne'er did my ſoul fo ſtrong a paſſion prove, = 


be the air; and we are here told ſhe was nourifhed by the w his 
which rife from the Ocean and the Earth, For Tethys is the 908 d 
with Rhea, Enſtathins. ; 
v. 359-] This courtſhip of Jupiter to Jamo. may _ Jo! 
thought pretty ſingular. He endeavours to prove the ardourd 
to her, by the inſtances of its warmth to other » 

A great many people will look upon this us no very oa w ſt 
to recommend himſelf to Juno favour.” Yer, after all, f 
may be faid in defence of Jupiter's way of thinking, with . 
to che Ladies. Perhaps a man's love to the ſex in general u 
no ill-recommendation of him to 2 particular. And to be kt 
o thought to have been ſucceſsful with a good many, is wharf beat 
moderns have found no unfortunate qualification in gaining! þ 
dy even a moſt virtuous one like: Juno, eſpecially one w 
her) has had the experience of. a married ſtate... | 


X 


when I preſs'd Ixiov's matchleſs dame, 

nce roſe Perithaus like the Gods in fame. 
when fair Dana# felt the ſhow'r of gold 

am into life, whence Ferſeus brave and bold. 
thus I burn'd for either Theban dame, 
bus from this, from that Alcides came) 
Fhanix' daughter, beautiful and young, 

ence godlike Rhadamanth and Minos ſprung. 
thus I burn d for fair Latona's face, 
x comelier Ceres more majeſtic grace. 
t thus ey'n for thy ſelf 1 felt deſire, 
now my veins receive the pleaſing fire. 


ws with celeſtial red, and thus replies. 
his a ſcene for love? On Ida's height, 
pos d to mortal, and immortal ſight; 

joys prophan'd by each familiar eye; 


he 


Thy 

bort of beav n, and fable of the sky! 
w ſhall I &'er review the bleſt abodes, 
mix among the ſenate of the Gods? 


il I not think, that, with diſorder'd charms, 
heav'n beholds me recent from thy arms? 
"oP" kill divine has Yulcan form'd thy bow'r, 


Ted to loye and to the genial hour; 


e ſpoke; the Goddeſs with the charming eyes 
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38 If ſuch thy will, to that receſs retire, 
And ſecret there indulge thy ſoft deſire. - . 
She ceas'd;-and finiling with fuperior love,” 
Thus anſwer d mild the cloud-compelling us. 
Nor God, nor mortal ſhall our joys behold, 
390 Shaded with clouds, and circumfus d in gold, 
Not ev'n th' ſun, who darts thro' beav n his rays, 
And whaſe broad eye th extended earth ſurveys, 
Gazing he ſpoke, and kindling at the view, 
His eager arms around the Goddeſs threw. 
395 Glad Earth perceives, and from her boſom pours 
Unbidden herbs, and voluntary flow'rs; 


v. 395. Glad Earth perceives, &c.] It is an obſervation of 
Hotle in the 25® chapter of his Poeticks, that when Homer is 
ged to deſcribe any thing of itſelf abſurd or tos improbas 
conſtantly contrives to blind and dazle the judgment of his re 
with ſome ſhining deſcription, This paſlage is a remarkable 
ſtance of that artifice; for having imagined a fiction of very 
abſurdity, that the Supreme Being ſhould be laid afide in a 
embrace, he immediately, as it were to divert his reader fron 
flecting on his boldneſs, pours forth a great variety of poeticl 
naments; by deſcribing the various flowers the earth ſhoots u 


compoſe their couch, the golden clouds that engompaſs'd tit 
and the bright heavenly dews. that were ſhower' d round tix 


Euſtathias obſerves it as an inſtance of Homer's modeſt condul 
ſo delicate an affair, that he has purpoſely «dora'd-the bed 
piter with ſuch a variety of beautiful flowers, that the re 
thoughts being, entirely taken up with theſe ornaments; 1 
have no Room for looſe imaginations. In the ſame mange 
ancient Scholiaſt has obſery'd, that the golden cloud was cn 
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ſe li 


t it 


— » * 


* 


= . ©» 


IEE 


= 


wr 
8 I 
— a 


—TS 


x XIV. HOME'R's TLIID. 


new-born vi lets a ſoft carpet ſpread, 
cluſt ring Laus ſwell'd the riſing bed, 
ſudden Hyacinths the turf beſtrow, 

flamy Crocus made the mountain glow, 

re golden clouds conceal the heav*nly pair; | 
pd in ſoft joys, and circumfus'd with air; 


annot conclude the notes on this ſtory of Jupiter and Fans, 
out obſerving with what particular care Alton has imitated 
everal beauriful parts of this epiſode, introducing them upon 
ent occaſions as the ſubjects * would admit. The 
mſtance of Sleep's fitting in likeneſs of a bird on the fir-tree 
Li AMES the ak where Satan firs in 
jeſs of a cormorant on the tree of life, The creation is made 
ve the ſame tokens of joy at the performance of the nuptial 
of our firſt parents, as ſhe does here at the congreſs of Fapiter 
Juno, Lib. 8. i 
i the nuptial bowhy 
T led her b like the morn, all heav'n 
And conſtellations on that hour 
3 the earth 
. Lr 82. and each hill; 
Tomi the inp oh got end gone ths | 
per d it to . » and from _— 


Flung roſe, flung odours from the ſpicy ſhrab 
Wr 


Roſes and jeſſamine 

Rear d high their — heads between, and wrought = 
— — -atth ich inlay. 

Broider'd the groe. — 


re the very turn of Homer's verſes is obſeryed, and the er- 
de, and almoſt the words, finely tranſlated. 

kt it is with wonderful judgment and decency be has aſed that 
pallge of the dalliance, ardour, and Hp 


WV. 
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, Celeſtial dews, deſcending o'er the ground, 
Perfume the mount, and breathe Ambroſia round. 
405 At length with love and ſlecp's ſoft pow'r oppret 
The panting Thund'rer nods, and finks to reſt. Ne 
Now to the navy born on ſilent wings, 
To Nepeane's ear ſoft Sleep his meſſage brings; f i 

| Beſide him ſudden, unperceiv'd he ſtood, 
14110 And thus with gentle words addreſs'd the God. 
f Now, Neptune now, th important hour emp hig 
3 To check a while the haughty hopes of Try: c 
That which ſeems in Homer an impious 68500, becomes f 5 
lefſon in Ailun; fince he makes that laſcivious rage of the p 


CN OO ITO 9 ſtil 
Adam expreſſes it in os words of Jupiter, 


hile 
R ins Kr; | 
I ſaw thee firſt, and wedded thee, adorn'd ü 

With all perfections, ſo enflame my ſenſes; *  , Wi; * 
With ardowr to enjoy thee, fairer nw i WE! 
Than ever; bounty of this virtuous tree! © OO! 
So ſaid, he, and forbore not glante or toy pane « 
Of amorons intent, well underfiood n, to | 
Of Eve, wheſe eye darted contagions fire. . | — 
: Her hand he ſeiz'd, and to a ſhady bank 1 on 
f Thick over-head-with verdant roof embomer d. * 
Hie led her, nothing leath: flew'rs were enn =. d 
Parifies, and violets, and aſphodel, * 

And hyacinth; earth's freſheſt, ſofteſt lap. « 
There they their fill of love and love's diſport PIO 


Wo largely, of their mutual guilt the ſeal; 
. The ſolace of their ſin : till dewy Sleep Pa 
meme Milton! 
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golden viſion. round his ſacred head z 


ye clos'd thoſt awful and eternal eyes. 

tte, with zeal enertas d, renews his chE ee, 

d tow'ring in the foeinoſt ranks of war, 

lignant thus Oh once of martial fame! 'T 

Greeks ! if yet ye can deſerve the name! 

tis half. reoover d day ſhall Dey obtain 
Hedor thunder at your ſhips again?: 

o ſtill be vaunts, and threats the fect with fits, 

hile ſtern Achilles in his wrath' retire. 


. 417. The pow'r of ſlumber flew.] M. Dacier in her tranſlation 
this paſſage has thought fir to diſſent from the common inter- 
ang as well as obvious ſenſe of the words. She reſtrains the 
neral expreſſion g xxurd $92 die, the famons nations of 
v, to ſignify only the country of the Lenmians, who, ſhe fays, 
re much celebrated on account of Yalkas, . But this . ftrain'd in- 
pretation cannot be admitted, eſpecially when the obvious mean» , | 
; of the words expreſs what is very proper and natural. The . 
d of Sleep having haſtily deliyer'd his meſſage ro Neptune, im- 
tiately leaves the hurry of the battel, (which was no proper 
ne for him) and retites among the tribes of mankind. The 
rd #avre, on which M. Dacer grounds her criticiſm, is an ex- 
tive epithet very common. in Homer, and no way fit to point 
It one certain nation, eſpecially in an author one of whoſe moſt 
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One hero's loſs too tamely you deplore, * wot of 
| Be {ill your ſelves, and we ſhall, need no more. 
Oh yet, if glory any boſom warm. 
* firmeſt helms, and ſtand to arms: 
His ſtrongeſt ſpear each valiant Grecian wield. 
Each valiant Grecia ſeine his broadeſt ſbield ; . 
Let, to the weak, the. lighter arms belong, 
The pond rqus targe be wielded: by the ſtrong. 
435 (Thus arm'd) not Hector ſhall our preſence ſtay ; 
My ſelf, ye Greeks ! my. {elf will lead the way. 
The troops aſſent ;” their martial arms. they chang: 
The buſy chiefs their handed: legions range. = 
The Kings, tho wounded, and oppreſs'd with pain, 
440 With helpful hands themſelves affiſt the train. 
The ſtrong and cumb rous arms the valiant wield, 
The weaker Warr takes a * ſhield, 


Tit 


4 dah. he lat e BAC} e . 
to allude to this paſſage in the beginning of the life of Pelpi 
„Hamer, ſays he, makes the. braveſt and floueſt of his 1 
c march to battel in the beſt arms. The Grecian glegiflators | 
« niſh'd thoſe,who caſt away their ſhields, but not thoſe who k 
«their ſpears or their ſwords ; as an intimation that the cure i 
« preſerving and defending our ſelves is preferable to the dan 
« ing our enemy, eſpecially in thoſe who are Generals of armie 
ce or Governors of ſtates.” Exftathins has obſery'd, that. the Put 
here makes the beſt warriors take the largeſt ſhields and l 


ſpears, e eee with proper arms b 


* 


3x XIV. ROME; ILIAD. irs 


ws dend in lning braſh in bright array, | |" 

ic legions march, and Neprane leads the way: 555 
s brandiſh d faulchion flames before their eyes, ; 
te lightning flaſhing thro? the frighted skies. | 
ad in his might th' Tarth-ſhaking pow'r appears 3' | 
e mortals tremble, and confeſs their fears. s.. 

Troy's great defender ſtands alone unaw'd, I 
ms his proud hoſt; and dares oppoſe a God: | * 


e and defenſive, for a new kind of fight, in which they. are 
©. be epard: when: — Which indeed 
m: W 
e in this exigence, / 

| . Hobbes has commirged u great” overſight in this place 3 be 
kes the wounded princes ( who it is plain were unfir for the 
tel, and do not engage in the enſuing fight) put on arms as 
ll as the others; whereas they do no more in Hamer than ſes 
e COLI | 
v. 444. The legions march, and Neptune leads the way.) The 
ef advantage the Greeks gain by the ſleep of Fapiter, ſeems to 
this: Neptune unwilling to offend Jupster, has hitherto conceal- 
himſelf in diſguiſed ſhapes; ſo that it does not appear that Fw- 
knew of his being among che Greeks, fince he takes no no- 
of it, This precaution hinders him from aſfiſting the Grebe 


ns 


t the Trojans who are no longer ſuſtain'd 
give Way 8 


— 


F 2 | And 
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And lo! the God, and wond'tous Man Tren; Vc 
"The ſea's ſtern. ruler there, and Hector here. 


fs | 


The roaring main, at her great maſter's e, 1 

Roſe in huge ranks, and form'd -a watry- wall ch 

Ass Around the ſhips: Seas hanging Oer the ſhores, {lth 
3 Both armies join: Earth thunders, Ocean roars. d fi 
Not half ſo loud the bellowing deeps reſound, e fi 

When ſtormy winds diſcloſe the dark profound; ect 

t th 

fe b 


v. 451. And lo! the God, and won rens man appear.] What n 
nificence and nobleneſs is there in this idea? where Homer opp 
Then eng ooniper tain} Gap: Mes to a | 
Euſtathuus. wer! 

v. 455. The roaring main, &c.] Thie (Frelling end ir | 
of the ſea towards the Grecian camp. as 3f-je hal been ien 
a ſtorm, is meant for a prodigy, intimating that the waters had 
ſame reſentments with their commander Neptane, and ſecu 
him in his quarrel.” Eaftathins. 

* 457+ Not half fo land, &c.] The Poet*having ended the 
ſode of Jnpiter and Juno, returns to the battel, where the 

being animated and led on by Neptune, renew the fight with 
gour. The noiſe and outcry of this freſh onſet, he endeavoun 
. expreſs hy theſe three ſounding compariſons; as if he thought 
veceſſary to awake the reader's attention, which by the precaiggli, ha, 
deſcriptions-might be lull'd into a forgetfulneſs of * 
might Ji xc wiſe deſign to ſhew how ſoundly _— maren fac | 
Is war awak'd by ſo terrible an uproar. 

This paſſage cannot be thought juſtly liable ro the of 
which have been made againſt, heaping compariſons — 

cher, whereby the principal object is loſt amidſt 600 great 1 

tiety of different images, In this caſe the principal r | 
ſtrongly impreſs'd on the mind by a multiplication of fim 
which are the natural product of an imagination labouring to e 

preis ſomerhing very vaſt: But 25 no ſingle —— 
„N 


{; loud the winds; that from th Ballen hall/ 1 

ar thro' the woods, and make whole foreſts falb; - / 
{; loud the woods, when flames in torrents pour, 
ch the dry mountain, and its- ſhades devour." | '// 
ith fuch a rage the meeting hoſts are driv'n, 

4 ſuch a clamour ſhakes the ſounding heavy n 

e firſt bold jav lim urg'd by Hedfor's force, 

ect at Ajax boſom wing d its courſe 5 436 
t there no paſs the croſſing belts afford, 

ie brac d his ſhield, and one ſuſtain d his ſword.) 


8 . | ; 1 
wer its conceptions, it endeavours by redogbling the compari- 
| to ſapply this defo&2; The different ſounds of waters, winds; 
artery 4, We have ſeveral in- 
s of this ſort even in ſo caſtigated and reſerv'd a writer as 
1, who has joined" together the images of this paſfige im the 
Mer 261. and apply'd them, an beoutifully gel by a 
id of parody; to the buzzing of a bee-hive. 


Frigidas at quendamt — Auſter, 
Ut mare ſollicitum ftridet refinentibus andis, 
AEſtuat at clanſis rapids fornacibus ignis. 


ſs has not only imitated this particular paſſage of Homer, but 
wiſe added to it. Gant, 9. Sr. 22, 


Rapido f che terkids proces 

De caverneſi monti eſee pin tards: : 
Finne, ch alberi inſieme, e caſe foella: ieren 3% 
Folgore, che le torri abbatta, G arda: 3? 44603) nn 
Terremotos che mand empia d horror. 
n Art | 
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Then back the gilappvinted Be drew, - I wi 
470 And eurs d the lance that unavailing fler: 


But *ſcap'd not iar; his tempeſtucus hand "i; Ie 


A pond'rous ſtone up- heaving from the ſand, ack 

(Where heaps lay'd looſe beneath the warrior's feet, Wiſh ic | 

= Or ſerv'd to ballaſt; or to prop the fleet) - nd c 
475 Toſs'd round and round, the miſlive marble flings; o lie: 

On the raz d ſhield the falling rein rings, Wi: 1 


Full on his breaſt and throat with force deſcends; Is fe 
Nor deaden'd there its giddy fury ſpends, | W neal 
But whirling on, with many a fiery round, is to 
480 Smoaks in. the duſt, and ploughs into the ground. lank: 


v. 480, Sneaks in the duſt, and plage into the ground] 
are N te Fart Baron, Ke. "BE 


Theſe words are tranſlated by ſeveral, as if they fignify'd that! 
tor was turn'd round with the blow, like a whirlwind ; wii 
| would enhance the wonderful greatneſs of Ajax's ftrength. 

P fathins rather inclines to refer the words to the Rone itſelf, 
* the violence of its motion. Chapman, 1 think, is in the right 
prefer the latter, bur he ſhould not have taken the interpret 
to himſelf, He ſays, it is above the wit of man to give an 
| fiery illuſtration both of Ajax's ſtrength and Hector e; of Fa 
| for giving ſuch a force to the ftone, chat it could not ſpend it 

on Hector, but afterwards turn'd upon the earth with that violent 


| and of Hacker, for ſtanding the blow ſo ſolidly ; for without! 
cConſideration, the tone could never have recoil'> ſo fiercely, 

| image, together with the noble (mile following it, feem to Þ 

| | _ - giveg,pexcer the hint of thoſe ſublime verſes. 

| 

N 

| 
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; when the bolt; Eapttaig sb ee az nr 
its on the confſttared plint” bf t: 
he mountain-oak in flaming ruft Ties" aN 
ik from the hoe, and make r Rhe uE b $2? 
if with amaze the pale btholders Rand,” oO 
nd own the terrors of tir Almighty hand!! 
lies great Hottor proſtrute on che aer an n 
is ſlackend hand Geferts the lanes it bore; ** 

is following mal th Elen ener Hit; 8. 
wh his helmet droyd his faltig beds 

is load of artour, Anki to the round, 
lanks on the fldd 1% dead, and Bflow-fount. 
mwah e eee 
reece ſees, In bbpeh 571 great ckender Mun: 

ping to feine dum; Words br uo y 


41 when almighty 7 bs — mad 2 
NA eee en 4 * 


Elerls forth his thand ring Ned 
Enroll'd, of flames, ers Don Dr ny 


Tyre riven claudi, and —— 2 


The fierce three-forked 
And al that FEE 


Both lofty tow'rs anitl 


In | 
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In vain an iron tempeſt hiſſes round; e 2117 12:1 ru 
He lies protected, and without a Wound. pir 
Polydamas, Agener the divine, Anita: u a 
500 The pious warrior of Auchiſe? line. % 
4 And each bold leader of the Lycian band: 
With cor xing ſhields (a friendly circle) ftand, | 
His mournful followers, with aſſiſtant care. * 
| The groating hero to bis chariot benz, 
Speed to the town, and leave the war behind: ad 
| When now they touch'd the mead'senamel'd fide; ron 
Where gentle Xantbwu rolls his eaſy tyde, | 
With watry drops the chicf they forinkle round; 
$10Placd on the margin of the flow'ry ground. , | 

Rais d on his knees, he now ejects the gore; 
By fits he breathes, half views the fleeting skiesz 

And ſeals again, by fits, his ſwimming eyes. 
515 Soon us the Gies, the diefs retreat beheld, F 
| r ap 
cou gar fuß his urin el. Wi 
Pierc'd by whole point, eee, 
AAS, _ os 
n Hocks un 64's Liver ſhore) — 


„err. SF en | 


* 
* 
as 4 ” C1 »% 7 


. 
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truck thro' the e Wray by Th) 


pine, and ſhades eternal yeil his eyes. EAN 11. 
arduous barrel: A See Wb eg. i 
„uns de ry byes Wit e, : 

ird with revenge, Polydamgs drew near,. . 4 C9 Ries 

ad at Procheeror Mook the trembling ſpear ; [4 6 they 

he driving jav'lin thro* his ſhoulder thruſt, 53 NE 445 
e links to earth, and graſps the. bloody duſt. 77 
> thus (the victor cries) we rule the field, Wi 9 


Ac thus chein arms reg of Bowl nel, | Fe 
dom this unerring hand there flies no dart 
zut bathes its pint within. a Grecian heart. 


propt on that ſpear to which thou ow thy oy $ 
o guide thy darkſome ſteps to Pluto's dreary hall ! on 
He faid, and farrow touch d each anne Nen 4 

1 of Ljax, buru'd above the : reſt. ied Att. 


| by his ide the groaning, warrior fel, 


en IP an N 


t the fierce foe he launch'd | his piercing dee; . 


N ere The ocaßon of this Fareaſin 
dt Pohdamas ſeems taken acticndent hip og s 

who is tran fixed SC Gere hee ge e. : por. 

ture bearing ſome eee, w ay of '© mun lenning on 2 
micht probably ſuggeſt the 6. 

The ſpeech of Nhe ins 4 Ki _ —— ot A 


in which Ex/fathins. pretends to to obſerve v 
raters, This of Pohidamas, he lays, 9 =p . of 4 * 


kev; thr of dun play and hd of Fetalank parte. > 
* 


* 
* Y 3 
* 3 


1.327) 023 


— 
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| The foe reclining, Mund the flying denn, ? 1“I 
| 540 Bur fate, held, dettunds thy breath: © | - 
Trhuy lofty birth ns ſuetour could impart, | y 
The wings of dan Set thee onthe ur; S w% 

., Swift to perform best bs fatal will it fled, . WY 
Full on the jundtire of the beck and bed. iP” 
$45 And took the joint, and cut the nerves in twain : - 
The dropping bead firſt turhbled to the plain. 25 


So juſt the ſtroke, that yet the body ſtood 
Erect, then roll d along the Linde in blood. | | 
| Here, proud Pohdamas, here turn thy eyes? | _ ut 
$50 (The tow'ring Har loud-infulting cries) _ © 
Say, is this chief extended on the plain. 
A worthy vengeance for Prothanor ſlain? 
Mark well his port! bis figure and his face; 
Nor ſpeak him vulgar, nor of vulgar race; 
555 Some lines, methinks, may make his lincage known, 
ntener's brother, or perhaps his ſon. 1 
He ſpake, and ſmil'd ſevere, for well he knew 
The bleeding youth : Dr faden d at the view. 
Blut furious: , aveng'd his cauſe; 
| 560 As Promechus his {laughter'd brother draws, | | 
| - He pier his heart=—Sach fate attends you . oY 
Fran) Guor! defi by'our ens toll 


Rl Us 
- I 
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fot Troy alone, but haughty Greece ſhall hre 

he toils, the ſorrows, and the wounds of Wr. 
victim oA to my brive brother's derts 
ot unappeas d ho enters Phird's gutt, Nn wen 
10 leaves à brother to revenge ln r 
Heart · piercing anguiſh ſtruck the Oden ho, 

ut touch'd the breaſt of bold Pn, mot: : | 
e D e 
pong th rev ry dreh 127 Balg 
, his father's only Cre: Ma: nin sc: beth N 
ade, de nb, of all the Deßen train 

hom Hermes low dz and tuught the arts of gun): 
ull in his eye the weapon chanc'd to fill, 
id from the fibres {eoop'd the rooted ball. | 
ye thro? the neck, and frr'd him to the plain: 
word nt ping OT 
Swift his broad faitchion fierce Penelews ſpread, 
d from the ſpouting ſhoulders ſtruck his bead; 
o earth at once the head and helmet fly; 


e lance, yet ſticking thro? the bleeding eye, 
The victor ſeiz'd; und as Aloft he ſhook = 


The goarf viſage, thus inſulting ſpoke, d 
nne HT 2048 
F 6 D 

* 


— 
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$90 Such, as the houſe of Pramechus muſt knows 


TY AK 


N 4 * 
e * 7 * = 7 : \ . FF - 
* e — 4 , 'E. e *s id. 5 5 
24 * 


126 HOMERTL14D: Hπ]¹ÿ 
Trojans l your great. nens beheld {- DnD e «| 


- Haſte, to his father lot the tale be told :- PWb⸗ 


Let his high roofs reſound. with frantic pe, . ef 


Let doleful tidings-greet'his mother a car 
Such, as to, Promuthus! ſad ſpouſe wei beat? 
When we victorious ſhall to Greece: return, 0 hal 
And the pale matron in our ttiumphs-mourn; —_—_ = 


| 595 Dreadful be ſpoke, then toſs'd the head on high; Wile" 


| Goo Ye all-bebolding, 


\ 


- ſeem to give their readers to underſtand, that they are come ti 


Muſes to ſnatch the brave actions of his heroes frock ablivion, al 
' ſer them in the light of eternity. This power is vindicated u 
them by the Poets on every oceaſion, and it is to this tas they ut 


en e Night to allow hita to draw forth thol . 


The Trojans. hear, they tremble, and they fly; 
And dread the ruin that impends on all. an 
Daughters of Ius! that on Ohmpuc thine; . - WF" 
all recording nine - 
erg CHI, 


* * 


7 j 
As 
* 94 „ 4 


v. 599. Danghters of Jove | &.] Whenever - we meet vill 
theſe freſh invocations in the midſt of action, the Poets woul 


Point where the deſcriptivn being abqve their own firepgrh, th 
have occafian for fupernatural aſſiſtance; by this arrifice at once er 
citing the reader's attention; and gracefully varying che narration 
In the preſent caſe, Homer ſeems to triumph in the adyancage ui w dit 
Greeks had gain'd in the flight of the Trojans, by invoking pelt 


& ſolemnly and frequently ſummon'd by our Author, Taſſo hah 
I think, introduced one of theſe invocations in a vety noble al 
peculiar manner; Where, on occaſion of a battel by night, he cl 


1 . 


FF 
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) ay, when Neptune made proud In yield; 

What chief, what hero firſt embru'd the field? 

Of all the Grecians what immortal name, 

ind whoſe bleſt trophies, will ye raiſe to fame? 
Thou firſt, great Ajax / on th enſanguin d plain: 
Laid Eyrrius, leader of the My/an train. 

halces and Mermer, Neftor*s ſon o'erthrew.. 

Bold Merion, Morys and Hippotion ſlew. 

Strong Periphetes and Prothoin bled, 

By Texcer's arrows mingled with the dead. 
Prc'd in the flank by Menelaus* ſteel, - 

His people's paſtor Hyperenor fell; 

Eternal darkneſs wrapt the warrior round, 

nd the fierce ſoul came ruſhing thro? the wound, 
But firetch'd in heaps before Oileus-ſon, BY 
Fall mighty numbers, mighty numbers run; +, 
Jar the leſs, of all the Grecian race | 
Skilld in purſuit; and ſwifteſt in the chace. 


kv 
_— -— 


SS. 


E a 

1 which were perform'd under che concealment of her ſhades and 

e to diſplay their glories, notwichſtanding that diſadvantage, to t 

de poſterity. f 

11 10 | | 

10 Notte, che nel profondo oſcuro ſeno 
Chindeſti, e ne Þ oblio fatto fi grande; 


Piacciati, ch io nel tray ga, en bel ſerens 
" A la futrre eta lo ſpieg hi, e mande. 

Viva la fame loro, e trd lor gloria 

Nut del foſco 100 C ae me 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The fifth battel, at the ſhips ; and th 
acts · of Ajax. 


UrirER awaking, fees the Trojans repuls'd from! 
trenches, Hector in a ſwoon, and Neptune at the 
of the Greeks : He ts highly incens'd at the artiful 
Juno, who appeaſes him by her ſubmiſſions ; ſhe ts then ſa 
zo Iris and Apollo. Juno repairing to the aſſembly of i 
Gods, attempts with extraordinary "addreſs to incenſe l 
againſt Jupiter; in particular ſhe touches Mars with a «i 
lent reſentment : He is ready to take arms, but is prevent 
Minerva. Iris , Apollo abt the orders of Jupitay 
is command; Neptune to leave \the 5 to pphich, f 
: relutt᷑ance and-paſſim, he cunfent re- nuit 
Hector with vigour, brings him 2 1 the battel, mardi 
| before him with his ÆEgis, and turns the fortune of the fili 
1 He breaks down great part of the Grecian wall ; the Tri 
ns ruſh in, and attempt to fire the firſt line of the fin 
are, as yet, repell'd by the greater Ajax with a prod 
ious ſlaughter, : 
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OW in ſwift flight they paſt the trench 
profound, 

And many a chief lay gaſping on the ground: 

Then ſtopp'd and panted, where the chariots lie; 

ear on their cheek, and horror in their eye. 

eanwhile awaken'd from his dream of love; 

Vn Idas ſummit fate imperial Fove: 

Kound the wide fields he caſt a careful view, 

here ſaw the Trojans fly, the Greeks purſue, 


,- WF; 


: N * 1 - — 
A . 1 F 
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Theſe proud in arms, thoſe ſcatter'd o'er the plain; 
10 And, midſt the war, the Monarch of the main. 
Not far, great He#or on the duſt he ſpies, Se © 
(His Td affociates round with weeping eyes) © © 
Ejecting blood, and panting yet for breath, 
His ſenſes wand'ring to the verge of death. 
15 The God beheld him with a pitying look, ny 
And thus, incens d, to fraudful Juno ſpoke. - - - 
O thou, ſtill adverſe to thᷣ eternal will. 
For ever ſtudious in promoting ill ! 
Thy arts have made the godlike Hector yield, 
20 Axdriv' his conqu' ring ſquadrons from the field; ” 
Can'ſt thou, unhappy in thy wiles! wirhſtand. 
Our pow'r immenſe, and brave th' almighty hand ! 
Haſt thou forgot, when bound and fix d on high, 
From the vaſt concave of the ſpangled sky, 


v. 17.] Adams in Paradiſe l, awakes from tlie enibract 
Doe, in much the ſame humour with Fapiter in this place. Thet 
circumſtance is very parallel; and each of em, as ſoon as his pF 
ſion is over, full of that reſentment to 2 Superior, who 
impoſed upon by one of leſs worth ſenſe than himſelf, ax 
impoſed upon in the worſt manner, by ſhews of tenderneſs ul 
love. | 3 
v. 23. H thon forgot, c.] It is in the original to this effe% 
Have you forgot how you ſwnong in the air, when I hang a d. 
two anvils at your feet, and a chain of gold am your hands? © Tio 
it is not my deſign, ſays M. Dacier, to give a reaſon for eve 
« ſtory in the pagan theology, yet I can't prevail upon 1 


Jos XV. HOME N.. ILLAD. nz 
hung thee trembling, in a golden chain x. 

id all the raging Gods oppor'd in vain ? 

jeadlong 1 hur!'d them from th' Ohympian hall, 

cuon'd in the whirl, and breathleſs with the fall. 


paſs over this in filence, The phyſical allegory ſeems very ap- 
parent to me: Homer myſteriouſly in this place explains the na- 
ure of the Air, which is Jane; the two anvils which ſhe had 
at her feet are the two 'elements, earth and water; and the chains 
of gold about her hands are the ether, or fire which fills the ſu- 
perior region: The two groſſer elements are called anvils, to 
ſhew us, that in theſe two elements only, arts are exercis'd. I 
don't know but that a moral allegory may here be found, as 
well as a phyſical one; the Poet by theſe maſſes tied to the feet 
of Juno, and by the chain of gold with which her hands were 
bound, might Gignify, not only chat domeſtick affairs ſhould Hike 
ferters detain the wife at home; bur that proper and beautiful. 
works like chains of gold ought to employ her hands. 
The phyſical part of this note belongs to Heradides Punticus, E- 
athins, and the Scholiaſt : M. Dader might have been contented 
ith the credit of the moral one, as it ſeems an obſervation' no 
ſs ſingular in a Lady. , 

v. 23.] Enſtathins tells us, that there were in ſome manuſcripts of: 
mer two verſes, which are not to be found in any of the print» | 
| editions, (which Hen. Stephens places here.) 1 


nel ire % d⁰νοꝗ wo Gr, au, of) Ort Tpoly: 


ce & 

* acc Je alxomre aal Soropurron obi. 

doi x theſe two verſes Homer ſhews us, that what he ſays of the pu- 
ol ichment of June was not an invention of his own, but founded: 
voa an ancient tradition. There had probably been ſome ſtatus 


df Jamo with anvils at her feet, and chains on her hands , and no- 
ding but chains and anvils being left by time, ſuperſtitious people 
mis d this Gory ; fo that Homer only follow'd common report. 


[bo What farther confirms it, is what Exſtathins adds, That there were 
* ſhewn near Troy certain ruins, which were ſaid to be che remains 
[0 | * 


at theſe maſſes, Dauer. X 1 For a 
c . or 
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For godlike orale thele deeds were done, _ 7 


30 Nor ſcem'd the vengeance worthy ſuch a ſon; pd t 

When by thy wiles induc'd, fierce Boreas toſt ot b 

The ſhipwrack'd hero om the Cam coaſt: | - Wc: 

Him thro*-a thouſand forms of death I bore, V his 

0 And ſent to Ang, and his native ſhore. | o he 

35 Hear this, remember, and our fury dread, Ie h 

Nor pull th' unwilling vengeance on-thy head ;- nd t 

Leſt arts and blandiſhments ſucceſsful prore, Thi 

Thy ſoft deceits, and wel. diſſembled love. 12 
The. Thund rer ſpoke : Imperial Juno mourn'd, 

40 And trembling, theſe ſubmiſſive words return d. = 

By every oath that pow'rs immortal ties, — 

The foodful earth, and al- infolding skies, _ 

By thy black waves, tremendous Styx ! that flow * 


Thro' the dear realms of gliding ghoſts below: wad 
| I; Ie 


v. 43. By thy black waves, tremendous Styx I]. The Epithet Hans 
here gives to Styx is xa!aCdpirer,- ſubterlabens, which I take tort 

fer to ãts paſſage thro? the infernal regions. But there is a refine 
ment upon it, as if it fignify'd ex alto flilkens, falling drop I 
drop from on þigh. Herodes, in his fixth Books writes thus 
© « The Arcadians ſay, that near the city Nonacris flows the water 
&* of Styx and that it is a ſmall rill, which diſtilling from an ex 


« ceeding high vock, falls into a little cavity or baſon, environ lt or 
« with a hedge.” Pauſanias, who had ſeen the place, gives light Wi: 

to this paſſage of Herodotus, Going from Pherens, ſays he, it 
« the countrey of the Arcadians, and drawing towards che Wel, 
25 | . « we 


— 
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y the dread honours of thy facred head, 

ad that unbroken vow,” our virgin bed! 

ot by my arts the ruler of the main 

ceps Trey in blood, and ranges round the plain: 

y his own ardour, his own pity fway'd 

o help his Greeks; he fought, and diſobey'd: 

Iſe had thy Jus better counſels giv'n, 

nd taught ſubmiſſion. to the Sire of heay'n. 
Think'ſt thou with me? fair Empreſs of 'the skies] 
b' immortal Father with a ſmile replies! ) | 


i 09 
% 
$- 


we find on the left the city of Clytoras, and on the right that of 
Noacris, and the fountain of Styx, which from the height of a 
llaggy precipice falls drop by drop upon an exceeding high 
rock, and before it has travers'd this rock, flows into the riger 
Crathis: this water is mortal both to man and beaſt; and there- 
fore it is ſaid to be an infernal fountain, Homer gives ita place 
in his Poems, and by the deſcript on which he delivers, one 
would think he had ſeen it.” This ſhews the wonderful exact- 
ls of Homer, in the deſcription of places which he mentions. 
de Gods. ſwore by Styx, and this was the ſtrongeſt dath they 
d take; but we likewiſe find that men too ſwore by this f@- 
water: —— tells us, that Cleamenes going to Arcadia 
engage the Arcadians to follow him in a war againſt an, 
d a deſign to aſſemble at the city Nonacris, and make them ſweur 
the water of this fountain. Dacier, Euſtath. in Odyſſ. | | 
v. 47. Not by my arts, &c.] This apology is well contriv'd ;/ 7 
mo could not ſwear that ſhe had not deceiv'd Fapiter, for his 
d been entirely falſe, and Homer would be far from authorizing * 
| x" Fr jury by ſo great an example, Fane, we ſee, throws part of the 
ond ul: on Neprome, by _—_ had not acted in erer | 
ight e nin. 


we 36 pre Then 


—— 
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FJ, q Then ſoon the haughty Sea- god ſhall obey, 

| Nor dare to act, but when we point the way. 
If truth inſpires thy tongue, proclaim our will 
To yon' bright ſynod on th' Olympian hill n m 
Our high decree let various I know, 

60 And call the God that bears the ſilver bow. 
Let her deſcend, and from th' embattel'd plain 
Command the Sea-god to his wat'ry reign: 
While Phabus haſtes, great Hedor to prepare 
To riſe afreſh, and once more wake the war, 

65 His lab'ring boſom re-inſpires with breath, 
And calls his ſenſes from the verge of death, 
Greece chas'd by Troy, ev'n to Achilles fleet, 
Shall fall by thouſands at the hero's feet. 


/ 


v. 67. Greece chas'd by Troy, &c.] In this diſcourſe of Jai 
the Poet opens his deſign, by giving his readers a sketch of 
principal events he is to expect. As this conduct of Homer 10888 Tis 
to many appear no way artful, and fince it is a principal artice Q 
the charge brought againſt him by ſome late French criticks, it Ncity 
not be improper here to look a little into this diſpute. The ve it; 
will be beſt ſtated by tranſlating the following paſſage from Mr.4 

Morte“ Riflefdions ſur la Critique. 
AI could not forbear wiſhing that Homer had an art, which WW The 
« ſeems to have neglected, that of preparing events without mt lar 

* king them known beforehand, ſo that when they happen, alquiſire 

« might be ſurprized agreeably. I could not be quite farisfed Wis an 
bear Japiter,in the middle of the Iliad, give an exact abridgne 

« of the remainder of the action. Madam Darier alledges u 

. « 4 


* 
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not untouch'd with pity, to the plain 
ſend Putroclus, but. ſhall ſend in vain. 

;t youth he ſlaughters under Iams walls? 
n my lov'd fon, divine Spe. falls! 


ö Vanquiſh'd 


cuſe, chat this paſt only between Japiter and Jane; 2s if the 
der was not let into the ſecret, and had not as much ſhare in 
e confidence. 

he adds, „ That as we are capable of a great deal of 

the repreſentation of a tragedy which we have ſeen before, ſo 


e ſurprizes which I require are no way neceſſary to our en- 


rainment, This I think à pure piece of : One may 
ve two ſorts of pleaſure at the repreſentation of a z in 
e firſt place, that of taking part in an action of im 


firſt time it paſſes before our eyes, of being agitated by fear 
dd hope for the perſons one is moſt concern'd about; and in 
je, of partaking their felicity or misfortune, as they happen to 
d, or be diſappointed. 

This therefore is the firſt pleaſure which the poet ſhould de- 
n to give his auditors, to tranſport them by pathetic ſurprizes 
hich excite terror or pity. The ſecond pleaſure muſt proceed, 
Im a view of that art which the author has ſhewn in raifing 


— Tis true, when we have ſeen a piece already, we have no 
nicht 


ger that firſt pleaſure of the ſurprize, at leaſt not in all ics. 
ncity ; but there ſtill remains the ſecond, which could never 
ve its turn, had not the poet labour d ſucceſsfully to excite the 
M that indiſpenſable obligation that we judge 
is art. 

The art therefore conſiſts in telling the hearer only what is 
ry to be told him, and in telling him only as much as is 


1 M. A 


7hich 
wut un 


pen, Wußte ro the defign of pleaſing him. And altho* we know 
ished is Yready when we read it a ſecond time, we yet taſte the 
ww «lure of chat order and conduct which the art required. 

8 21 | | 


0 Cu « From | 


A 


- Vanquiſh'd at laſt by Hefor's lance he lies. 

Then, nor till then, ſhall great Avhilles. riſe; 

And lo] that inſtant, godlike Hedor dies. 
From that great hour the war's whole fortune tum 
Pallas aſſiſts, and lofty Ilian burns, 


« From hence it follows, that every poem ought to be -ont 
&« for the firſt impreſſion it is to make, If it be, other 


gives us (inſtead of two pleaſures which we expected) two 


« of diſguſts; the one, that of being cool and untouch'd wha 
te ſhould be mov'd and tranſported.; the other, that of pero 
* the defect which caus'd that diſguſt, , | ' 

© This, in one word, is what I have found in the Iliad. 1 
not intereſted or touch'd by the adventures, and I ſaw ity 
* this cooling preparation that prevented my being ſo. 

It appears clearly that M. Dacier's defence no way excule 
Poet's conduct; wherefore I ſhall add two or three conſidem 
Which may chance to ſer it in a better light. It mult be 0 
that a ſurprize artfully managed, which ariſes from unex peda 
volutions of great actions, is extremely pleaſing, In thus cat 
the principal pleaſure of a Romance, or well writ Tragedy. | 
belides this, there is in the relation of great events à different 
of pleaſure, which ariſes from the artful unravelling a knot d 
tions, which we knew before in the groſs. This is a deligh 
culiar to Hiſtory, and Epic-poetry, which is founded on w 
In theſe kinds of writing, a preceding ſummary knowledge d 
events deſcribed does no way damp our curioſity, but rather n 
it more eager for the detail. This is evidentein a good bi 
Where generally the reader is affected with a greater delight in 
portion to his preceding knowledge of che fact deſcribed: | 
pleaſure in this caſe is like that of an Architects firſt view ok 
magnificent building, who was before wellacquainted with the] 
portions of it. In an Epic poem the caſe is of a like un 
where, as if the hiſtorical fore-knowledge were not futta 
the moſt judicious poets never fail ro excite their reader 


* 


* 
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tl has dep Gall Fend aches ix nigh ' *ca0t A 
lor one of all the heav\nly boſt engage 
1 id of Green. The promiſe of a God eta? 

/ cry e e N „R Ara edc 
ch was our word, and fate the word obeys. |! 


The trembling Queen (th' almighty order gr, 
wift from Nn ſhot to hey u. 4 


, I 


y by os foul hen of tr die ; which, like be 
ef 5p Pure, will ply in \us Feuer de- 
re to ſee it in its ſiniſh d 5 
Had our author beep inclined to the method of 
ns by EE md nor we en ee 
janner in the ſubject be choſe to write. upon, which being a.forp 
great importance» the principal events of which. were | well 
nown to the Greeks, it was not poſſible for him to alter tha 0 
round-work of his piece; and probably he was willing to mark 
metimes by anticipation, ſometimes by recapitulations how much 
his ſtory was founded on hiſtorical truths, and dt what js fas 
rade were the poetical ornaments. Fe 
There is wacher confderation worth remembring on this heal 
d juſtify our author's. condudt.' It ſeerns to have been an 
thoſe early times, deeply rooted in moſt countries and 
hat the actions of men were not only 2 — 
ated by a ſuperior Being. This ſentiment is very 2 
moſt ancient writers both facred and prophane, and ſeema.z diſtin» 
puſhing character of the writings of the greateſt antiquity. . The 
word of the Lord was falfil'd, is the principal obſervation in the 
ſtory of the Old Teſtanient, and and Aud , re A is. the der 
red and moſt obvious moral of the Iliad. If this great moral be 
it tO be repreſented in poetry, What means ſo proper to make it 


ym 10 ae eee 
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As ſome way-faring man, who. wanders Oer 
In thought, a length of lands he trod before | 
Sends forth his active mind from place to place; 
Joins hill to dale, and meaſures ſpace with ſpace: 
90 So ſwift flew Juno to the bleſt abode, 

If thougbe of man can match the ſpeed of Gods, 


v. 86. As eme may. faring man, &c.] The. diſcourſe of Jh 
to Juno being ended, ſhe aſcends to heaven with wonderful c 
rity, which the Poet explains by this compariſon. On other 
caſions he has illuſtrated the action of the mind by ſenſible im 
from the motion of the bodies; here he inverts the caſe, and ſhew 
che great velocity of Janos flight by comparing it to the quid 
neſs of thought. No other compariſon could have 'equal'd d 
ſpeed of an Heavenly Being. To render this more beautiful al 
exact, the Poet deſcribes a traveller who revolves in his miad t 
ſeveral places which he has ſeen, and in an inſtant paſſes in in 
gination from one diſtant part of the earth to another, AG 

- ſeems to have had it in his eye in that elevated paſſage, 
ie ſpeed of Gods . 
Une connts not, th with ſwifteſt minutes wing d. 
As the ſenſe in which we have explain'd this paſſige is ex 
literal, as well as truly ſublime, one cannot but wonder what (hc 
induce both Hebbes and Cha mam to ramble ſo wide from it inthel 
x: tranſlations. E . 224 
This ſaid, went Juno to Olympus high. 
- As when a man looks oer an ample plain, 
D any diſtance quickly goes his eye: 7 

c eiſth Juno went with little pain. 

Chapman's is Yer more foreign to che ſubjet, 
— the mind of ſuck 4 man; that hath &"great way you" 
Aud either knowing not his way, or then let alone 
His purpos'd jorrney ; is diſtracb, and in his vexed "mind 
2 Reſolues now not to go, now goes, ſtill many ways _— 


?.\ — : 


— yporend Ba ſynod plicd ; 
They bow'd,- and Ga ices Las wo e | 


They hail her Queen; the Nectar ſtreams around. 
air Themis firſt preſents the golden bowl, 


rough thou know f the tyrant of the iki. 


amov'd his mind, and unreſtrain d his will. 


id the crown'd Nectar circle round the hall 


duch ſtern decrees, ſuch threatued woes to came, 
is ſoon ſhall freeze mankind wah thre ON 
nd damp th' eternal baihyets of the Skies. 
The Goddeſs ſaid, e e e. 


oe te me ene, 
nice 0n ler lips « H joy er 


s & 1 
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Thro' all the brazen dome: With rata 


ſeverely bent his purpoſe to fulfill, a2 Aim? 


o thou, the feaſts of heav'n attend pak apt JEDI 
144 
ut ove ſhall thunder thro? th ethereal dome, var 


nk horror falden d each celeſtial face, Fg, 


Gza b 


. > al bY 4 
L}© v 


A 


To whom the white-arm'd Goddeſs chus replies: | * 


. yd 


't* IF 


«13. Gt the fuſs o es and ty al "Thiris 
paſſage worthy our obſervation, that « that is 
uſtice, preſides over the feaſts * ; to let us know, d. 
„ eee N 


405 l rent o) des 


* 


While on ber wrinkled front, and cychrow bent, 
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Thus ſhe proceeds Attend, ye pow'rs above! | 


115 But know, tis madneſs to conteſt with Jui Fo 
Supreme he ſits; and ſees, in pride of ſway, - Ve 
Your vaſſul-Godheads grudgingly obey ; hs 
Fierce in the majeſty of por coutrouls, Da 

| Shakes all the thrones of heay'n, and bends the poles, 25 
120Submiſs, immortals! all he wvills, obey 3 _ 
And thou, great Mars, begin and thew the way. 8 
| Behold Aſcalephus! behold him die, * 
But dare not murmur, dare not vent a figh ; Art 
. Thy own lord boafied ofpring ties o'erthrawn, i” 
125 If that Jov'd-boafted offipring be thy own. ® 
v. 114. Juno's ſpeech to the Gods, ] It was no fort of e Star 

ration what the ancients have affirm'd of Homer, that the er 
amples of gli kinds of oratory erg tothe found in his works. 1 Stru 
preſent ſpeech of Jamo is a maſterpjece in that ſort, which ſeem Fro: 

to ſay one thing, and perſuades another: W 

claring to che Gods che of Fapiter, at the time that Ihe is 
* — 2 ſhe CO LY to do it. F "y 
repreſenting ſo the 'ſuperioricy- of bis . powers: the muff 1, 
chem uneaſy at it, and by particularly adviſing that, God to ſubaiogy — 
whoſe temper could Jeaſt brook it, ſhe incites him to dong mme 
rebellion. Nothing can be more ly and artfully provoking u c 
Thar firoke on "the death of bis datling fon. Bo hen, 0 l they 
Yeach obedience to us dll, for "tis an thee that Jupiter has put miſta 
ſevereft trial : Rſcilaphus thy ſon Ties flain "by his meims : Bro "hl ne 


with ſo much temper and moderation; that the world may not that 
was thy fon, 


hd 
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stern Mays, with anguiſh for his Qaughter'd ſon; = 
Smote his rebelling breaſt, and fierve begun.” 
Thus then, Immortals? thus ſhall Ar- obey ; © 
Forgive me, Gods, and yield . 2 
Deſcending firſt to you? forbidden plam,, p 
The God of battels dares avenge the fn :; 
Should hurt me blazing on-thoſe heaps of dead. 
wit har he gies cond oF ad ps 
To join his rapid courſes for the fight: 
Then grim in arms Og hat via,” 
Arms, that Heck a radience thre? the Men 
Diſcharg'd his wrath on half the boff of N, 
\ Bur Paller ſpringing thro” the bright ode; 
Starts from her #zure throne to calm the God: | 
Struck for th! immortal race with timely fear, COL 
From frantic ibs he ach the der 


v. 134. 1 Fear 1 Fa ES n 
Mars commanded. they ſhould join his horſes to his chariot, which 
horſes were call d Fear and Flight. Fear and Flight are not the "#9 
names of the horſea af Ai, but the names of: quite fue an; ave” - 
ſervice of this God : Ir appears likewiſe by other paſſages, that 
they were his children, book 13. v. 299. This is a very ancient 
miſtake ; 2 ů — OE 
4.0 and mo hers have Falls un. nr 
_ 


Gz | Then 
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ben the huge helmet lifting from his head. 

145 Thus, to th impetuous bomicide ſhe ſaid· 

By what wild paſſion, furious! art thou toſt} Sh 

Striv'ſt thou with Joe ? thou art already loſt. nd 

Shall not the Thund'rer's dread command refrain oi 

2. And was imperial June heard in vain? Fa 
150 Back to the skies would'ſt thou with ſhame bedrirs her 
And in thy, guilt . involve the hoſt of heavy n? 


lan and Greece no more ſhould-Fove engage: eil 
The skies would yield an ampler ſcene of rage, Witt 
Guilty and guiltleGs find an equal fate, 8 1 

155 And one vaſt ruin whelm th Ohmpian ſtate. 
= : Ceaſe then thy offspring's death unjuſt to call ; | % 
Heroes as great have dy d, and yet ſhall fall, ** 
Why ſhould. heav'n's aw with fooliſh man comph; ſays, 
| Exempted from the race ordain'd to die? 2 ao — 
160 eee eee diſgu 
Sullen be fite, and curb'd the. rifing groan. 12 
ee ee e, 9 
The winged Iris, and the God of Day. For h 
'Go wait'the Thubd'rer's will (end cry 10 — 
. fd as": 
| — 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[| 


| © 264. Ge mak 4, we en; — 
whereas it is familiar GR rs EI 
_— 7 meſſages 


* 


N. 
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Receive, and execute his dread command. 4 
She faid, and fate: Tbe God that gilds the dy. 
ind various Vis wing their airy way. 


sit as the wind, to.7da's hills they came, 


Fair nurſe of fountains and of ſavage game) 
here fate th · Eternal; he, whoſe nod controuls | 
he trembling world, and ſhakes the ſteady poles. 


With clouds of gold and purple circled round. 
Wel-pleas'd the Thund rer faw their earneſt care, 
2 Ke Air; 


en deve ke n Jrno with . 
ſhe carries a diſpatch from Jupiter to Iris and Apollo. She or 
ſays, © Fove commands you' to attend him on mount I 

adds nothing of what had paſs'd between herſelf and her conſort © 


anguiſh of her heart; but alſo becauſe Japiter had given her no 
commiſſion to relate fully the ſubje& of their diſcourſe; wherefore + 
ſhe is cautious of declaring what poſſibly he would have, concealed. 
Neither does Jupiter himſelf, in what follows, reveal his decrees ; 
For he lets Apollo only fo far into his will, that he would have 
him diſcover and rour the Greets: Their good fortune, and the 
ſucceſs which was to.enſue; he hides from him, à one who fa- 
your'd the cauſe of Troy. One may remark in this paſſage Homer's 


practice, or left undone; whereby his reader may be anform'd how 
© regula bis own ut. An | 


4 : 
The 


G 4 Thea. 


eild in a miſt of fragrance him they found, : " | 


rrious conduct and diſcretion concerning what ought to be pur ii 


* 


before. The reaſon of this brevity is not ouly that ſhe is highly * 
diſguſted with Japiter, and. ſo unwilling to tell her tile from the 


9 


* 


=» 


* 
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Then (while a ſmile ſerenes his awful bro) 


Commands the Goddeſs of the ſhow'ry bow... - . hes 
180 Tris! deſcend, and what we here ordain« *;, - trix 


Report to yon mad tyrant of the main. nd 

Bid him from fight to his own deeps repair, Wl 

Or breathe from {laughter in the fields of ais. 

| If herefuſe, thenler him timely weigh © iP" 

185 Our elder birth-right, and ſuperior ſivay. ſo n 

How ſhall his raſhneſs ſtand the dire alarms; | bs 

If heav'n's omnipotence deſcend in arms? 4 
Strives he with me; by whom his pow'r was mY 

And is there Equal to the Lord of Hearu ? by 
190 b Almighty ſpoke; the Goddeſs wing her d 

To' Bed Lis from th Idan bright, | © - 

Swift as the rat ling hail, or fleecy ſhows = 

Drive thro? the skies, when Boreas fiercely blows z Wi " 

| 80 from the clouds deſcending Iris falls; 4 

195 And to blue Nepruue thus the Goddeſs calls. | 
- "Attend the mandate of the Sire above, _. 

In me bchold the meſſenger of Fove : % „% 

He bids thes from fatbidden bs mt 5 2 

To thy own deeps, or to the fields of air. . 

200 This if dend he bids char timely weigh 
' His elder birth-right, and ſuperior vey. ” 
: | 


- —_— = = — 
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low ſhall thy raſhnefd ſtand the dire alarm, 
f heay'n's omnipotence deſcend in arme? 


pit ONO IN | 
ad art thou Equal to the Lord of Heavy! * 


What means the haughty.Soy'reign: of the ue 4 
he King of Ocean thus, ineene'd; 1 { bas 


e 
lo vaſſal God, nor of his train am IJ. 
ce brotha tt en l a | 
aum Rn d aa 
bling eit e 


v. 210, Three brother deities . Saturn cn, ro? 245 
And ancent Rhea, earth's immortal dame: 
Abd by be, our trigle Yale'we know; 8&&c: 

me have thought the Platonic philoſophers drew n 
tion of their Triad (which the chriſtian Platoniſts fince imagined 
be an obſcuge Hint of the dear Nun), Tie Tries of Pg 

well known, 2d aun & d 135 © Oupuvpy ts, x 77. xy Þ 

bis Gergias he tells ur, e, een . faule whe” 

wyplxr Tuaduννe vwordowe. See Proclas in Plat. Theol. lib. f. 

J. Lucian Philopatr. Ariſtotle de cælo, J. I. c. 1. ſpeaking of rhe 

dien number from Pythagoras, has theſe words; Td v edr/e, 


* weiß ' Kind por ed Epi ine v * xHα,) q 


pe Tyre Kabiwep v re no of Dede pn, 20. © xat 
Lat] vole Tpialn ago Ta Yep nel pioes nel apxy' 70s 
x» e wcende; rains bf 394 wes mr. From ieh 
Trapexwnrins endeevaun'd very ſerouſty wo proves that Ar 
— wry ne Dagors (who -furmib'd 
with this nome and who. ſeeme te be. ſenkble of the folly. of 


W748 11 
KN * LATLiꝗA 


ex untias) nevertheleſs inihis Gnewlogin Namarica, ot compariſas 
our author's ſente the ſcripture, has placed op- 
to this verſe that 5 three who give tefti- 
in he I the Ghoſt. I thiok a 


1 


» 


= K Q—___—_—_—___ o—_ — 
— — . 
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Aſſign'd by lot, our triple rule we know 3 
Infernal Pluto ſways the ſhades beloẽ w 
| Oer the wide clouds, and ofer the ſtarry. plain, 
215 Ethereal Fove extends his high domain. 
My: court beneath the hoary waves I keeps. 
And huſh the roarings of the ſacred deep: 
Olympus, and this earth, in common lie,; 
| What claim has here the tyrant of the k? 
220 Far in the diſtant clouds let him controul, / 
And awe the younger brothers of the poles... 
There to his children his commands be giv'n, 
The trembling, fervile, ſecond race. & heav'n: 
And muſt I then (ſiid ſhe) O Sire of Floods! 


22.5 Bear this fierce anſwer to the King of Gods? 


Carrol & ye and clay ty laps: 
Tug ed Abe eee 


4 o = » 
a 71 N — 
* 1 
— . 9 4 . . , " 
- J '$ | \ © N . 70 : 
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p clder brothers guardian fiends are gin 
re e on War 1 
Great is the profit (thus the God rejoin d; | 
hen Miniſters are bleſt with prudent mind: 
ard by hg won pee Ine nth. 
xd quit, tho angry, the contended field. 
ot but his threats with juſtice l dichim, | 1 
he lime our honours, and our birth the ſame. . we 
yet, forgetful of his promiſe giv'n. Oy” 
o Hermes, Pallas, and the Queen of heay'n 

o farour 1lion, that perfidious place, 5 
e breaks his faith with half thi ethereal race IF | 
ire him to know, unleſs the Grecian train & 1 
5 you' proud ftructures level wich tbe plain, | 2 
owe er th' offence by other Gods be paſt, 
Nn. Ts 


a3 ICITJP 


v. 228. To elder brothers.] $4, ii ths th Gn td 
id Neptane with weakneſs of judgment, out of , regard to 
eatneſs and dignity of his perſon, does not ſay that do th is 
onger or braver; but atracking him from à motive not in che 
aſt invidious, ſuperiority of age, the ſays ſententiouiſy. that the 
ries wait upon our elders. - The fwries are ſaid ro wait upon men 
d 2 double ſenſe; either for evil, as they did upon Oreftes after he 
d ſain his mother; or elſe for their goods as upon elders hen 
dey are injur'd, to protect them and avenge. their wrongs. .., This: 
u inſtance that n nne 
vine. Euftathias. 


— a 4 
- 4 "3 "+ hb." a 
ann — TH TY SY — 
— * 
G6 :- Thus 
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| Thus ſpeaking, furious from the field he firode, 
245 And plung'd into the boſom of the flood: 2 
The Lord of Thunders from his lofty height -: 
Bcheld, and thus beſpoke the Source of light. 
Behold! the God whoſe liquid arms are hurl} 
—# Around the globe, whoſe earthquakes rock the world; 
250 Deliſts at length his rebel-war to wage, 5G 
geeks his own ſeas, and trembles at our rage? 
| Elſe had my wrath, heav'n's thrones all ſhaking round 
Burn'd to the bottom of his ſeas. profound; 
And all the Gods that round gld Saturn dwell, 
255 Had heard the thunders to the deeps of hell. 
Well was the crime, and well the vengeance ſpar dz 
Ev'n pow'r immenſe bad found ſuch battel hard. 


v. 252. Elſe had cr wrath, &c. ] . 
terrors which muſt have attended the conflict of two ſuch * 
ers as Japiter and Nepwon NA. the elements had 
Erd d in confuſion, and the whole frame of nature endangered u 
8 in theſe few lines with a nobleneſs ſuitable to che oc 
Milte r 
e 


_ | | obſer 
| Net only ene 4 17. 

. this commotion, but the f Larry n Jupit 
Nr | | hk 
Ar raft had gone to wrach, difturl d and torn much 
With violence of this confli?, had not ſoon ' = WY que. 


2 Almighty, to prevent ſuch horrid fray, &c. 
| 2 * Go 
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Go thou,” my ſon, the trembling Greeks M, 
Stuke my broad Eygiv on thy a@ive'arm,” 1 Oe 


9 w- 
* 


Swell his bold heart, and ug be frengeh c 2 

Let Ilan conquer, til th' Achaias train 17 bu 200 fe 
d; Fly to their thips and En per again: vw ill 
Then Greece ſhalt breathe from toilr=——the Godhead fd: 

His will divine the fon of ue obey c. 


m Not half ſo ſwift the failing falcon flies, 

That drives a turtle thro* the liquid skies 

4s Phebus ſhooting from th' 1dean brow, N 
Glides dowen the mountain to the plain below... 
There Hector ſeated by the ftream he fees, 
His ſenſe returning with the coming breeze ;. | 
Again his pulſes beat, bis ſpirits riſe; 
Again his lor d companions meet his eyes: 
Ine thinking of his pains, they paſt away. | 
* 


| g 


r. 274. Jove thinding of bis pains they poſt away] Eoftathins | 
obſerves, that this is 2 very ſublime repreſeacurion of the power 
nete 


% 


Why fits ret ide from. the feld o far, 
What grief, what wound, withbolds him from the 


The fainting hero, as the viſion bright 
Grood Hinjng o'er kim, half unfen'0. ble $8 


| Thus vakens Hofer from the deep of death? - 


Has fame not told, how, while my truſty ſwodd 


Bath'd Greece in laughter, and her battel gor d, 
The mighty 4jax with a deadly blow. 

285 Had almoſt funk me to the ſhades below ? | 
Ev'n yet, methinks, the gliding ghoſts I ſpy, 
And hell's black horrors ſwim before my eye. 

To him Apollo, Be no more diſmay'd; 
See, and be ſtrong !. the Thund's rer ſends thee aid, 

250 Behold ! thy Phœæbus ſhall his arms employ, 

- Phoebus, propitious ſtill to thee, and Ney. 
Inſpire thy warriors then with manly forces. 
And to the ſhips impel thy rapid horſe: 

Ev'n I will make thy fiery courſers way, 


2095 And drive the Grecians headlong to the Sea. 


e r of Naw” 
een ee. 


Fr | 


wok =&s * ts x S 


* 


; when the pamper'd Reed, with reins unbound. TA 
reaks from his ſtall, and pours along the grounds 
ith ample ſtrokes he ruſhes-to the flood, | 
o bathe his ſides; and cool his fiery blood. 2 
is head now feed, he toſſes to the skies: 3 
is mane diſheyel'd o'er bis boulders flies 3. N 
ſnuffs the females in che well known. plain. 

lud ſprings, exulting, to his fields again; 

rg'd by the voice divine, thus Heddor flew, /, |.) 
4% the G eee, 7 


N 


v. 298. 4 FOR a= This comperiſenjs repeat 
d from the ſixth book, and we — ancient 4. 


Ir r 
245 ha has improved the” juſtneſs of this ſimile in his fixreenth 
F RE I I arms of Armida to bat- 
b is compared to the ſteed that is taken from his paſtures and 
nares. to the ſeryice of the war: The reverſe of the the circumſtanes 
ter agreeing with the occaſion. , 1 15 2 


Nel feroce deftrier, ch al faticeſo 

Honor de |' arme vincitur ſia tolte,, . An 

E laſcivo marito in vil rigoſo; ., euren 25d aides 
Fra gli armevtis e ne'paſchi ri Agios: M cn 
dea e ſman. di trumba, o lneminoſs. + Lond ar 
Acciary cold teſto annitendo c wolto; _ 123 
Gia gid brama Parringe, be tl * 
Pertando, artato riurtar nel corſo. . 


= * 


As when the force of men and dogs combin'd/ | 
Invade the mountain goat, or branching hind ; 
310 Far from the hunter's rage fecure they lie 
Cloſe in the rock, (not fated yet to die) 
When lo! a lyon ſhoots acrof3 the way! 
+ They fly: at onee the chaſers and the prey 
So Greece, that late in conqu'ring troops purſi'd, | 
315 And mark'd their progreſs thro' the ranks in blood, 
Soon as they ſee the furious chief appear, N 
Forget to vanquiſh, and conſent to fear, | 
Thoas with grief obſery'd his dreadful courſe, 
| Thats, the bravelt of th Ztoben force: 
320 Skilrd to direct the jav'lin's diſtant flight, 
And bold to combate in the ſtanding fights 
Nor more in council fam'd for ſolid ſenſe, 
Than winning words and heay'nly doquenee. 


V. 322. Not fated yet to dh.] Dacicr kus a pretty remark on 
paſlage, that Homer extended deſtiny (chat is, the care of prom 
dence) even over the other beaſts of the field; an opinion tl 
agrees perfectly with true theo:ogy. In the book of Jona, ih 
regard of the creator extending to the meaneſt rank of his ce 
tures, is ſtrongly expreſs'd in thoſe words of the Almighty, whe 
he makes his compaſſion to the brute beafts one of the reaſoa 
againſt deſtroying Nineveh. Shall I not ſpare the great city, in whi 
theye are more than ſixſcors thouſand perfons, and alſo mach cartel! 
Aud What is ftill more parallel to chis paſſage, in St. Math 


ch. 10. Are net ewo ſparrows" fait for a arching "And yet ms 
them ſhall not fall te the ground; without your faber: 
on” — 0 gan. 
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ieee | 
| Hf riſes fron the be- fines 57, A 
n 

4 not content that half of Greer le lain, 

5 new deſtruction on her ſons again ? | 

comes not, Feve'! without thy pow'rful will | 

| ſtill he lives, purſues, and conquers ſtil T 85 5 
hear my counſel, and his worſt withſtand; | 
Os main body to the fleet om mand; 
phe hs Thy UN POR r 
aig ol he ck re, 
ree as he is, Tet Heer learn to fer. 

The warrior ſpoke, the lining Gree obey, 
ickning their ranks, and form a deep array. 
Aar, Tuurer, Merion, eg re 
nliant leader of the Cretan band, W 
| Mar;-like Meges * Thele the chicks ebe 

a the foc, and mect the coming fight... 
ind, unnumber'd multitudes. attend. 
ank the navy, and the thores defend. 


F © on the front the-preffing Hep bear, . 
aar, firſt came tow ring to the war. 


— 


» i, v 


Phabua | 


tion might poſſibly create the ſame x 
ed by hiſtorians to proceed” e e e or that it mh 


* 4 


15s HOMER' ILIAD. Boon! 
| Phoebus himſelf the ruſhing, battel led 


A veil of clouds. involy'd his radiant head: 


| . 350 High-held before him Fooe's. enormous CO 


Portentous ſhone, and- ſhaded all the field, 
Vulcan to Fove th' immortal gift oonſigu d. 
To ſeater hoſts, and terrify mankind. 


Tho Greeks expedt the ſhock; the clamours riſe | 
355 From diff rent parts, and mingle in the ke. 


Dire was the hiſs of darts, by heroes flung, 5 
And arrows leaping from the bowſtring ſung; 
Theſe drink the life of gen'rous warriors lain; 
* Thoſe guiltleſs fall, and thirſt for blood in vain. 


360 4s long as Phadus bore unmoy'd the ſhield, | 


i 119 


Sate doubtful Conqueſt bor ting o'er the fields 
But when aloft he ſhakes it in the skies, 


| Shouts in their cars, and lightens in der eyes 


. 5 — * 


1 polls in this pallage by 
mere ſhaking his gi, without ating. offentively, anvoj 
va the Givek into diforder. "Enftathins' thinks ſuch 1 


intimate ſome dreadful confuſion in the air, ad-4 [noiſe il 
from thence ; a notion which ſeems. to be werranted * 4 
outcry, which preſently follows in the ſame verſe. Bur pe 


we need not go ſo far atone for this fits of Sev) | 


ght of « hero's drniour alten has the like ccd in an Frede 
The ſhield of Prince Archay in Spencer works the ame 


vir chis<Mgis of h 21 : 
"344 4, 3.7 > 3h "? 11 . 


as bath been x 
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» horror ſeizes every Grecian breaſt, 
ir force is humbled, and their fear confeſt. 
flies a herd of oxen, ſcatter d wide, F 
ſain to guard em, and no day to guide, 
- two fell lyons from the mountains come, 
| ſpread the carnage thro! the ſhady gloom, 
ending Phazbws, pours around em fear, 

| Trey and Heefar: thunder in the rear. 
ps fall on heaps: the ſlaughter Heior leads z; 
to the bold Bavtians eyer dear, | 

ue Mn feb, ad and eng. 

and Iiſus, Aus ſped ; 
ſprung from Phelus, rata monde 
hapleſs Medon from Oils carne 5 HERE 
jar boo AK Se hah” | 
born of lawleſs love: doh ates nb 
ind man, in-Phylace be dwell'd, 


7 2 a r with" 
t mh at, te rr md. Pep 
* next, Polydamas o erthrev :; Þ 7 


te, braye Cling? Ae, 


; 5 + Ah 
Cut on. u nig $67! 


995 Terkido ta RY amtes che fight, © 


1 
| 
' 
i 
/ 
| 
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By Paris, Deiochts inglorious dies, © 
Pierc'd thro” the ſhoulder as he baſely flies. 
Polites arm laid E on the plein; 
Stretch d om one heap; the victors fpoil the fan, 

390 The Gweks diſmay d, conſus d, diſperſe or fat, 
Some ſeck the treneb, ſome skulk behind the 
While theſe fly trembling; others pant for breath, 
And o'er the ſlaughter ftatks gigantic death. 
On ruſh's bolt Hectte, dem as the ulght, 


| Vho ai but Tn by hs ad he . 


* - " o # * ” 4 8 5 
« * _— "OR... f J 4 #@# *% \ * 
422 6 798 18015 g : 6 4 : 


v. 386. „ Paris, Des dh! 

eee we he nds tC. 

Here is one that falls under the fpear of Paris, finitren in 
tremity of his. ſhoulder 2s he was. flying, This ges 0cc 

2 pretty obſervition in Eaftathins, char this is the only Ow 
tale by.« wound in tis Tack ib-confid Din of" the 

his countrymen.” And. this remark will nos ill er 

* — the death of Eranaus in 2 ning of 10. 6. 


figure which marks the i and 
_ this which Homer 3 5 theſe verſet; age nos 
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weeping fiſter his cold eye ſhall cloſe, 

friendly hand his fun ral pyle compoſe, 

zo ſtops to plunder, in this ſignal hour, 

birds ſhall tear him, and the dogs devour. 
zrious he faid; the ſmarting ſcourge reſounds; - 
courſers fly ; the ſmoaking chariot bounds: © 
hoſts ruſh on; loud clamours ſhake the ſhore; 
horſes thunder; Earth and Ocean roar! —- 
planted at the trencl's bound, 

hd at the bank: down ſank th enormous mound: 
74 in the ditch the beapy ruin hy ß; 
ſudden Toad! a long and ample way. - ; bag. Ne; 
. the dread. foſſe (a late-impervious ſpace) | I: . 

y ſteeds, and men, and cars turnultous pa. 


en is made before the Peet himſelf ſeems, ſenſible be 
oF node it; The true and proper” place for chis figure id when 
de prefies, and when the pccafion wil. not allow of any de- 
11 is elegant then to_pals from” one perfor do another, 4 iu 
L of Hecatens,” The herald, extremely 4 at the orders 
rev d, gave command to rhe Heratlide to withdraw, — 
” * ay in my power to help you ; If there Jo» wonld not periſh 
100 W cn! yo wil ve Fodor me th r rain, dert, a 
„ re ant uber people, Login d 33. 


9 © 
- - 
* * * 


„ 
4229 2 . * : 
as +1 7 
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Then with his hand be ſhook the mighty wall; | 
415 And lo! the turrets nod, the bulwarks fall. 


Eaſy, as when aſhore an infant Rande, * 
And draws imagin'd houſes in the ſands; 


| The ſportire wanton, pleas d with ſome new pi . ay 
Sweeps the flight works and faſhion'd domes away. fave 
429 Thus vaniſh'd, at thy touch, the tow'rs and will; uus 
Tube toil of thouſands in a moment falls. | peal 
The Grecians gaze around with wild deſpair, ump 
Confus d, and weary all the powers with prayr; ate 

| Exhort their men, with praiſes, threats, ' command 
425 And urge the Gods, with voices, eyes, and hands, — 
Experienc'd Neſtor chief obteſts the skies. 7% 
And weeps: his country with a father's eyes. =” 
o Fove!! if ever on bis natixe hre,  ﬀſ'®. 
One Greek enrich d thy ſhrine with offer d gore; , 6s" 
| 1. | tir 
þ -Þ 
rote] 


942 * At ni ne : 
„. 416. 4s when aſhore an infant Bands.) Thin nie of the WS mann 
is inimitable ; wire e eder waere , 


et e the al: e e fur 
immediately fram the ſubject matter under view. Beete. * 
v. 428. ObJove ! if ever, &c,] The form of Neſtor's pray * 


this place reſembles that of Chryſes in the firſt book. And 
worth remarking that the Poet well knew what ſhame an! 


' 
* 
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, in hope our country to behold. 
paid the fatteſt firſtlings ins of the fold; | 


„ay, preſerye our navies from the flame, ' 
7. fave the reliques of the Ovecia name. 


hus pray d the ſage: Th Eternal gave conſent, 
 peals of thunder ſhook the firmament. 
umptuous Ney miſtook th accepting * f 
catch d 12 at the voice divine. 


? 111 " 


60-293. 10 D. par 


ame topick Achilles talks with his mother, and Thetis berſelf 
5 Jove ; and likewiſe Pn Where he holds #'pirley Wich 


les, This righteous. prayer_ hath its wiſhed accompliſhmenc. 


uhins, 


438. Preſumpruots Troy-miftcok the fign.] The thunder of J- 


| fign of his favour” to the- Greeks, - However, there bei 


their own favour, as they ſeem warranted by their 

{ This ſelf-partiality of men id appropriating to. themſelves 
coteftion of heaven, has always deen natural to them, In the 
manner Virgil makes Turm "pt the transformation of 
"a ſhips into aymphe, as an ill omen 10 the Man. 


Trojanos hec monſtra petunt, ue ipſe 
Auxilium ſolitum erip ait. 


xy furniſhes man rb of arena; Which vj reaſod! of 
bart interpretation | has an gctaſo to lead men into 


misfortunes: It Was che caſe of "Or4ſas" in is wars with 
2 miſtake engaged Pyrhas © make war upon the 


; As, 


TEARS PEER. 


dee one of paſt benefit is eines From 


is deſign'd as 3 mark of his acceptance of Neftor's Prayers, | 
vg | 
ng in the prodi cular to the Greeks, D 
P perenpe tg preſen 


44 As, when black tempeſts mix the {cas and skies, 


445 Mount the thick Dejan up the Grecian Wall; 


450 While thus the thunder of the battel rag'd, 


— — — — 
— 
* 
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6 
Above the ſides of ſame tall ſhip aſcend, | 
Its womb they deluge, . 


Thus loudly roaring, and o erpow ring all, 


Thick ſound the keels the ſtorm of arrows flies 
Fierce on the ſhips above, the cars below, 
Theſe wield the wude, and thoſe the jar lin throw 


Still in the tent Parrocks ſate, to tend 
Ae ſprinkles healing balms, to anguiſh kind, 
455 And adds diſcourſe, -the med'cine of the mind, 
But when he Gw, aſcending up the fleet, 
ViRorious Troy: Then Then ſtarting from his bat, | the 
With bitter groans:his ſorrows he expreſl, - 
Dr ants N | 


4. - 3.99. Ot ip das th 01 hn] nun 


barrel, which Hamer has mention'd z (be of th 
L e to th 
Zuſtathias. 2 MS fe cr 
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ho yet thy ſtate require tedraſs-(he cries) ) 

art I muſt; What horrors ſtrike my eyes ?, 

barg d with. Achilles high commands I go, 
mournful witneſs of. this ſarne of woe: _ + 

ft to urge him, by his countrey's care. WG 4126 3. 
riſe in arms, and ſhine again in War. un vs 
e voice is po ful of a faithful friend, 

He ſpoke; and ſpeaking ſwifter than the wind 

rung from the tant, and left the war behind. 
embody d Greeks the ſierce attack ſuſtain, 

t ſtrive, tho* num vous, to repulſe in vain. 

or could the Trojans, thro that firm array, ; 

rce, to the fleet and tents, th'impervious way. - - 
when a ſhipwright with Palladian art, 

nooths the rough wood, and levels ev'ry part; 
ith equal hand he guides his whole deſign, 

the juſt rule, and-the directing lins. 


. 472. Nor conld the Trojans -—— Force, to the feet and tenth 
impervious way.] Hemer always marks diſtinctly the place of 
tel; he here ſhews us clearly, that the Trojans attack d the 
| line of the fleet that ſtood next the wall, or the veſſels which 
re drawn foremoſt on the land: Theſe veſſels were a ſtro 
part to the rents which' were pirch'd behind, and to the other 
of the navy which ſtood nearer to the ſea ;.to te there» 
to the tens, they muſt neceſſarily force the firſt line, and de- 
the troops which defended it. Enftathing, g 


H The 
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The martial leaders, with like skill and care. 
Preſerv d their line, and equal kept the war. 
450 Brave deeds. of arms thro” all the ranks 00 
And every ſhip ſuſtain'd an equal tyde. - 
At one proud bark, -bigh-tow'ring or the fleet, 
Ajax the great, and god-like Hector meet: 
For one: bright prize the matchleſs chiefs -contend; 
485 Nor this the ſhips can fire, nor that defend; 
One kept the ſhore, and one the veſſel trod; 
That fix'd as fate, this acted by a God. 
The ſon of Chnius in his daring hand, 
The deck approaching; ſhakes a flaming brand; 
| 499 But pierc'd by Telamor's huge lance expires; 
Thund'riog he falls, and drops th' extinguiſh'd fires, 
Great Hector view'd him with a fad ſurvey, 
As ſtretch'd in duſt before the ſtern he lay. 
Oh! all of Trojan, all of Lytian race! 
495 Stand to your arms, maintain this arduous ſpace, 
Lo! where the ſon of royal Clytins lies, 
Ah fave his arms, ſecure his obſequies! 
| This gaid, his cager jav'lin ſought the foe ; 
C But Ajax ſhunn'd the meditated blow. 
ne 50 Not vainly yet the forceful lance was thrown; 
It ftretch'd in duſt unhappy Heron. 
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n exile long, ſuſtain d at Aar board 
fuithful ſervant to à foreign Lordi 
peace, in war, for ever at his ſid e,. 

ear his lov d. maſter, as he liv'd, he dy d. 

om the high poop he tumbles on the fand. 

nd lies, a lifeleſs load, along the land. | 

ith anguiſh Aiax views the piercing light, 

d thus inflames his. brother to the fight. 

Teucer, behold! extended on the ſhore 

ur friend, our lou d companion! now no more! 
25 2 parent, with a parent's care 23071 | 
o fight our wars, he left his native ai. | 
his death deplor'd to Hedffor's rage we owe's : 
evenge, revenge it on the cruel toe. L 258 ICT 
here are thoſe darts on which the fates attend? 
nd where the bow which Pharbws taught to bend > ;/ 
Impatient Texcer, haſt ning to his aid. | 
fore the chief his ample bow diſplay'd;'- * +» + 
he well-ſtor'd-quiver on his ſhoulders hung: 


hu, Piſcnor's ſon, renown'd in fame. 

o thee, Pohdamas! an honour'd name) 
ve through the thickeſt of th' embattel'd plains 7 
le ſtartling ſteeds, and ſhook his cager eins. 


H 2 


9 * 4 


As 


en hiſs'd his arrow, and the bow-ſtring ung. 


[ 
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As all on glory ran his ardent mind, 
The pointed death arreſts him from behind: 
Thro' his fair neck the thrilling arrow flies 
In youth's firſt bloom reluctantly he dies. 

530 Hurl'd from the lofty: ſeat, at diſtance far, 
The headlong courſers ſpurn his empty car; 
Till fad Polydamas the ſteeds reftrain'd, 

And, gave Afnows, to thy careful hands 
Then, fir'd to vengeance, yuſh'd amidſt the foe; 

535 Rage edg'd his fword, and ſtrengthen d eviry blow, 
Once more bold Tewcer, in his country's cauſe, 
At Hector's breaſt a chaſen arrow draws; 
And had the weapon found the.deftin'd way, 
Thy fall, great Trojan! had renown'd that day. 

Jo But Hed#or was not doom'd to periſh then: 
Th'-all-wiſe Diſpaſer of the fates of men, 
(Imperial Fove) his preſent death v ichſtands: 
Nor was ſuch glory due to 7hwe's hands. 

At his full ſtretch as the tough ſtring he drew, 

As struck by an arm unſeen it burſt in two; 

| Down dropp'd te bow: the ſhaft with brazen heal 
Fell innocent, and en the duſt hy dead.” 
 Thi%#ſtonifh'd archer to great Ajax cries; ; 

Some God-preveats our deftin'd enterprire: 


00 


me 


Sol 


o 
$43 
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"me God, propitious to the Nn foeʒ 
;, from my arm unfailing, ſtruck the bow; 
nd broke the nerve my hands had twin'd with art. 
rong to impell the flight of many a dart. 
Since heav n commands it (Ajax made reply). 
diſmiſs the bow, and lay the arrows by; | 
by arms no leſs ſuffice the lance to wield, . 
ad quit the quiver for the pond'reus ſhield, 
i the firſt ranks indulge thy thirſt of fame, 
by brave example ſball the reſt enflame. 
ce as they are, by long ſucceſſes vain ; 
o force our fleet, or ev'n a ſhip to gain, | 
ks toil, and ſweat, and blood: Their utmoſt mighe 
all find its mateb No more: Tis ours to fight. 
Then Texcer laid his faithleſs bow aſide; 
ie fourfold biickler o'er his ſhoulder yd: 
Dn his brave head a creſted helm he placed. 
yith nodding horſchair formidably grac'd ; . 
dart, whoſe' point with braſs refulgent ſhines, 

The warrior wields 3. and "his get brother joins... 
ol BY This Rector faw, arid this expref5 his joy. 

e troops of Tycia, Dardomus, and Der :/ 
de mindful of your ſelves, your ancient fame, 


H 3 vue 


4 
77 
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Jore is with us; T ſaw his hand, but now, 

575 From the proud archer ſtrike his vaunted e 
Indulgent Fove / how plain thy favours 
When happy nations bear the marks divine 

Hoy eaſy then, to ſee the finking ſtate 
Of realms accurꝭ d, deſerted, reprobate! 

580 Such is we fate of Greece, and ſuch is ours: 
Behold, ye warriors, and exert your pow'rs. 
Death is the worſt ; a fate which all muſt try; 
And, for our country, tis a bliſs to die. 

The gallant man, tho* {lain in fight he be, 

58 5 Yer leaves his nation ſafe, his children free; 

. Entails a debt on all the grateful ſtate; _ 4 
| gong pen ſhall gory i in _ 


4 


v. * n d Tis with en 


chat to the bitrerneſs of death, he adds the advantages that wer 
accrue after it. And the ancients are of opinion, that twoud 
2s advantagious for young ſoldiers ta read this leſſon, conciſe wi 
38, as all the volumes of Tyrtexs, wherein he endeavours w n 


the ſpirits of his countreymen... Homer makes a noble enume 


of the parts wherein the happineſs of a city conſiſts, For han { 
place, the three trawl to which a town, wt 
taken, is 1 A 72 of the men, the deſtraction of the plc 

ing of their wives and children into captivity: n 
he reckons up the bleſſings that are contrary to thoſe calamiti 


told us in another 


by fire, the 


To the ſlaughter of the men indeed he makes no oppoſition; | 
cauſe it is not neceſſary to the well being of a city, that every i 
dividual ſhould be ſaved, and not a man ſlain. Erftathins, 
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lis wife live honour'd; all his race ſucceed z' : 
ad late poſterity enjoy the deedę ne 00 
This rous'd the ſoul in evry Do am breaft:” tt fff 
be god-like 45a next his Greeks addreſ. 
How long, ye warriors of the Argiverrace, | * 
To gen rous Arg. What a dire diſgrace!) 2 
ow long, on theſe; cursd confines will ye ie, iT 
et undetermin d, or to live, or diet 
jt e U ene 82 17518 
If once your veſſels catch. the Nejan fire? 
Mark howy the flames approach, how near they fall, 
How Hector calls, and Dey obeys his call! 
ot to the dance that dreadful voice invites, 
It calls to death. en ede ſiglts. 2 


«a + # * ILSS 


e. 1 4 
2 * . 4 * 3 


v. 591. The god Abe a next] ater more 
ſplendid and ſhining than that of Ajax, and alſo more ſolemn, 
from his ſentiments concerhibg the favdur and aſſiſtance of Japi- 
tr. But that of Ajax is tbe more politick, fuller of management; 
and apter to perſuade ; Fot it abounds with no leſs than ſeven ge- 
nerous arguments to inſpire reſolution, He exhorts his people 
even to death, from the danger do which their navy was e 
which if once conſumed, they were never like to get 
And as the Trojans were bid to die, ſo he bids his men — 
de likewiſe ; and indeed with great ty; for the Trojans may 
recruit after the engagement, but for the Greeks,” they had no ber< 
ter way than to hazard their lives; and ſhould gain nothing 
eſe by it, yet at leaſt they would haye 2 dy diſpatch» not a 

bier. | 


” 
- a 


— 


W Ex 


Hg "Tis 


ö 


170 HOMER ILIAD. Book) 


"Tis now no time for wiſdom or debates ; 
To your own hands are truſted all your fates : 
And better far, in one deciſive ſtriſet, 
605 One day ſhall end our labour, or our life; 
T ban keep this hard- gut inch of barren ſands, 
Still preſs'd, and preſs'd by ſuelr inglorious hands, 
The liſt ning Grecians feel their leaders flame, 
And ev'ry kindling boſom pants for fame. 

Gro Then mutual ſlaughters ſpread om either ſide ; 
By Hecker here the Phocian Sehedius dyd ; 
There pierc'd by Ajax, ſunk Laodamar, 

Chief of the foot, of old Axtener's race. 
Polydamas laid Otus on the farid; | 

615 The fierce commander of th Zpeian band. 

His lance bold Meges at the victor threw ; 
The victor ſtooping, from the death withdrew; 
(That valu'd life, O Phabus! was thy care) 

But Cræſmus boſom took the flying ſpear: 
- 620 His corps fell bleeding on the qippry ſhore ; 
His radiant arms triumphant Aegee bore. 
Dolops, the ſon of Lampwe ruſbes ou. 
Sprung from the race of old Laomedoy, © 
And fam'd for prowefs in a well-fought field; 
627 He pierc d the centre of the ſounding ſhield: 


* 


* 
>. 


{ 


t Meges, Phyleas ample breaſtplate wore, 
yell known in fight on Selle winding ſhore, 

or King Ewpbetes gave-the golden mail, + 
ompact, and firm with many a jointed ſcale). 
Vhich oft, in cities ſtorm'd, and battels won, 
dad fav'd the father, and now faves the ſon: 

ull at the. Thojun's head he urg d his lance, 

'here the high plumes above the helmet dance, 
ew-ting'd with Tyriaz dye: In duſt bels 
ſeantime the fight the Spartan King — F 
ind Rood by Mages fide, a ſudden aid, 

iro! Dolop// ſhoulder urg d his forceful dart; 
hich held its paſſage thro? the panting heart, 


be warrior falls extended on the ground. 


But Hector's voice excites his kindred train 
he hero moſt, from Hiceracn ſprung, - 

Fierce Molapippus, gallant, brave and young. 

He (e er to Troy the Gyecians croſs'd the —_ 
Fed his large oxen on Percore's plain 4 . 


nd iſſud at his breaſt, With thund'ring found + - 


In ruſh the conqu'ring Greeks to ſpoil the flainy. ' 


But when oppteſt d, his coy ens his cans 


Ktwi'd th Weng and-oxeclld-irt war: 


% 


By. 


% 


1 v —_— 4 aw - — 
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650 For this, in Priam's court he held his place, 
Beloy'd no leſs than Priam's royal race. 
Him Hector ſingled, as his troops he led, 

And thus inflam'd him, pointing to the dead. 
Lo Melanigpus J lo where Dolops lies; 
' G55 And is it thus our royal kinſman dies? 
O'ermatch'd he falls; to two at once a prey, 
And lo! they bear the bloody arms away ! 
Come on diſtant war no longer wage, 
But hand to hand thy countrey's foes engage;: 

660 Till Greeze at once, and all her glory end;. 

Or 1lion from hex tow'ry height deſcend; 
Heav'd fram the loweſt ſtone; and bury” all, 

In ene fad ſepulchre, one common fall. 
Hechr (this faid).ruſh'd forward on the foes:. 

665 With equal ardour Melanippas glows : 5 

Then Ajax thus Oh Greeks {. reſpect your fame, 
| Reſpect your ſelves, and learn an honeſt ſname: 

Let mutual rev rence mutual warmth inſpire, 

And catch from breaſt to breaſt the noble fire. 

(0 On valour's fide the odds of combate lie, 

The brave live glorious, or lamented die z. 
"The waetch that trembles in the field of fame, 
Meets death, and worſe. than death, eternal ſhame. 


„ i | His 


0 
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His gen'rous ſenſe he not in vain imparts ; 
ſunk, and rooted in the Grecian hearts. ; 

hey join, they throng, they thicken at his call. 
nd flank the navy with a brazen wall; 
ields touching ſhields, in order blaze above, 

id ſtop the Trojans, tho” impel'd by Foue, bs 

be fiery Spartan firſt, with loud applauſe, 

ams the bold fon of Neſtor in his caule.. 

there (he ſaid) in arms a youth like vou. 

ſtrong to fight, ſo active to purſue? 

by ſtand you diſtant, nor attempt a deed? 
ift the bold lance, and make ſome Trojan bleed... | 
He faid, and backward to the lines retir'd ; 3 
orth ruſh'd the youth, with martial fury fu d.. 
yond the foremoſt. ranks; his lance he threw,. 
ind round the black. battalions caſt his view. 

he troops of ny recede with ſudden fear, | 
ie tn Gr IRS RK NA: 4 


eln oi 


* 8936 


4 


5.677. eee The Pom: bas 
ilt the Grecians a new ſort of wall out of their arms; and pers 
ps one might ſay, *rwas from this paſſage Apollo borrow'd. that 
cle which he gave to the Athenians abour their wall of wood ; 
like manner the Hpurtans were faid to have a wall of bones: If 


ve muſt low the God not a little obliged | to he Na * 


athing, 


fv IX 3 


H 6 Advan- 


174 HOMER TL LI D. Bob N 


Advancing Menalippus met the dart 

With his bold breaſt, and felt it in his heart: 

Thund ring he falls; his falling arms reſound, | ' 
695 And his broad Euckler rings againſt the ground. 

The victor leaps upon his proſtrate prize; 

Thus on a Roe the well-breath'd beagle flies, 

And rends his ſide, freſh-blecding with the dart 

The diſtant hunter ſent into his heart. | 
700 Obſerving Hetfor to the reſcue flew z 

Bold as he was, Antilochus withdrew: | 

So when a favage, ranging o'er: the plail, 

Has torn the ſhepherd's dog, or ſhepherd ſwain 

While conſcious df the deed; he glares around, 
705 And hears the gath'ring multitude reſdund, 

Timely he flies the yet-untaſted food; 


this ! 
Wy fi. 


And gains the friendly ſhelter of the wood. * | 
| $ fears the youth ; all Troy with ſhouts purſue, ts 
While ſtones and darts in mingled tempeſt flew; — 
710 But enter'd in the Grecian ranks, he turns | bour 
| His many breaſt, and with new fury buras. — 
| Now on dhe fleet the tydes of Tiejans/drove,, Mi 
| 1 fulfil. the ſtern decrees of ov ẽ : his be 
rde se of Gods, confirming Lenne, = ſic: 
| 


515 The Grecian ardour quench'd in deep deſpair 


* 


4 


* 
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But lifts to glory Thy's prevailing bands, 

Swells all their hearts, and ſtrengthens all their hands. 
On 1da's top he waits with longing eyes, 

To view the navy blazing to the skies; 

Then; nor till then, the ſcale of war fhall turn, 

The Trojans fly, and conquer d Ilion burn. 

Theſe fates revoly'd in his almighty mind, 

He raiſes Hector to the work defign'd, 

Bids him with more than mortal fury glow, 

And drives him; like a light'ning, on the foe. 

80 Mart, when humane erimes for vengeance” call 
Shakes his huge jap lin, and whole armies fall, 
Not with more rage a conffagration rolls, 41 
Wraps the Valk mountains and ban the Nb 


v. 723. He raife Hedor, * This picture of Rabe, impuled 
by Jupiter, is @ very finiſtd piece, and excels all the drawings of 
this hero which Homer bas given us in ſo various attitudes. He 
i here repreſented as an inſtrument in the hand of Jupiter, to bring 
about thoſe deſigns the God had long projected: And as his fatal 
bour now approaches, Jeve is willing to recompenſe his h 
death with this ſhort- Ev d glory Accordingly, this being the laſt 
ſcene of victory he is to appear in, the Poet inttoduces him with 
ul imaginable pomp, and adorns him wich all the terror of a con- 
queror ; His eyes ſparkle with fire, his mouth foams with furyy 
his hgure is compated to the God of War, his rage is equalFd to 4 
cnflagration and a florm, and che deſtruction he cauſes is 
bled to that which a lyon makes 'amtotig the herds. The Poet) by 
wis heap of compariſons, raiſes che of the” OTE _ 


wy ſunple deſcription cor reacks-- + 


735 And caſt the blaze of both the hoſts an one. 


| 749 Now all an fire for fame, his breaſt, his eyes 


— 
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730 He foarns wick yrath;; bencath lis gloomy, brow | 
| Like fiery meteors his red eyc-balls glow: | | 
The radiant helmet on his temples burns, 7, 
Waves when he nods, and lightens as he turns: 
For Fove his ſplendor round the Chief had throwu, 


Unhappy glories! for his fate was ner. 
Due to ſtern Pallas, and to Pelides' ſpear: 

Yet Fove deferr'd the death he was to pay, | 
And gave what fate allow d, the honours of a day! 


Burn at each foe, and ſingle ev'ry prize; 
Still at the cloſeſt ranks, the thickeſt fight. 
He points his ardour, and exerts his might. 
T be Grecian Phalanx moveleſs as a tow'r 

745 On all ſides batter'd, yet reſiſts his pow r: PIR 
So ſome tall rack o'erhangs the hoary main. 
By winds aGlaild, by billows beat in vain. 


\ v.736. ——Hi fate was near Dae to fern Pallas.] It my 
be ask'd, what Pallas has to do with the Fate, or what Pow Bl. tur 
has ſhe over them? Homer ſpeaks thus, becauſe Minerva hu i 
ready reſolv d to ſuccour Achilles, and deceive He@or in the com 
F r 
ſpeaking, Pallas is nothing but the nd wiſdom « 
— 5 and it is wiſdom which preſides. over the counſels of hy 
providence; - therefore. ſhe may be look'd upon as drawing PM 


Rd MT 
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Vamoy'd, it hears, abaye; the, tempeſt blow. N 
And ſees the watry mountains break below, TP 
Girt in. ſurrounding flames; he ſeems to fal. 
Like fire from ove, and. burſts upon them all; 
Burſts as a wave that from the clouds impends. | 
Aud ſwell'd. I r* v eee, * 


„ 752. Beis as c Bc] Longinnt, obſerving that often- 
mes the principal beauty. of writing conſiſts in the . judicious, aſ- 
mbling together of the great circumſtances, and the ſtrength with 


hich they are mark'd in the proper place, chuſes this paſſage of 


in deſcribing the terror c 2 tempeſt, he takes care to expreſs - 
whatever are the accidents, of moſt dread and horror in ſuch a 
btuation: He is not content to tell us that the mariners were in 
anger, bur he brings them defore our eyes, as itt a picture, up- 
on the point of being every moment overwhelm'd by every 
wave; nay, the very words and ſyllables of the deſcription give 
us an image of, their peril.” He ſhews, that a Poer of leſs jadg- 
it would amuſe himſelf in lefs important circumſtances, and 
oil the whole effect of che image by minute; ill-choſen, or ſu- 
— particulars, Thus Aratas. endeavouring+ to / reine upon 


„2 r 


1 
* turn; d it thus, 

com. en 
peth 


ich, by flouriſhing upon the thought, has loſt the loftineſs and 
r of it, and ig fo. far from improving the image, that it leſ- 
x 2nd vas in ths By confining the danger to- 
lingle line, he has ſcarce the ſhadow of it; and indeed the 
ord preſerves takes away even that. The ſame critick produces. 


r mung 


mer as 2 plain inſtance of it, „ Where (ſays that noble critick). + 
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White are the decks 'which Mm; the winds albu 
755 Howl o'er the maſts, and fing thro” ey'ry ſhroud: 


Il C 
2 Pale, trembling, tir'd the failors freeze with fears; hs 
And inſtant death on every wave appears, * * 
A do pale the Greeks the eyes of ruckt meet, .. 
The chicf"fo thunders, and fo ſhakes the fret. I 
760 As when a lion, ruſhing from his den, "oy 
Amidſt the plain of ſome wide-water'd fen, for 
(Where num rous oxen, as at eaſe they, fende TP 
At large expatiate o'er the ranker mead;) | | nY 
Leaps on the dete before th heanituns o . 
76 The trembling Hrdſiman far te iſtance flies, . 
Some lordly bull (ibe reſt diſpers d and fed), M 
He 6 Sngles e | and vel dead, | 
bbs mae ak nm gd bel dos 
[ ſomething wonderful in the following nd pl 
| my: belt ro give E EF, 
| who will not think em bad ne. | 1 
Te pow'rs 1. what: madneſt, How am ſlugs ſe frail," . | Junk 
 (Tremendons thong ht ! ) can thonghtleſs mortals ſail? Chas 
For form ſeas they quit the pleaſing plan, '4 
Plaut woods in waves, and dwell amidſt the main. ow n 
Far der the deep (a-trattteſs path) they go, 
And wander occaus, in prerſuit of. woe. | 
No eaſe their hearts, no alt their eyes | tan fund, alld x 


On bean their looks, and on. the waves their mind; 
Srak lere their ſpirits» while their arms they rear; | 
Aud cui are weary'd with a ad 
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bus from the rage of Fovedike Hedfor few 
|| Greece in heaps/J but one he it's, nee 
hcenaan Pepiphes, 2 mighty name, | 
\ wiſdom: great, in arme well non do fame: 
ann 3 rk 
| fn rode thi Silo VF ub dg wa 

fon as gen rous ag the fire was baſe; - © 
er all his countrey's youth Fenipicuons fave. .. 
ey ry virtue, or of peace, or war: 1 
t doom d to Hedfer's ſtronger force to yield! 
inſt the margin of his ample ſhicld 
truck his baby foot: lis heels up-ſprung ; 
ine he fell; his brazen helmer rung. 
| the fall'n Chief th invading Trojan preſt. 
id plung'd the pointed jav lin in his breaſt. 
s circling friends who ſtrove to guard too late 
runbappy hero; fled, or ſhar'd his fate. 

Chas d from the foremoſt line, the Grecian train | 
ow man the next, receding tow'rd the main: 
eg d in one body, at the tents they ftand, 
ald round with ſterns, a gloomy, deſp'rate band. 
vw manly ſhame forbids th inglorious flight; 
vy fear itſelf confiries them to the fight: 

a : p | 2 


2 2 * 
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Man courage breeds in man ; but Neſtor moſt 
(The {age preſerver of the Grecian hoſt) | 
| Exhorts, adjures, to guard theſe utmoſt ſhores : 
795 And by their parents, by themſelves, implores. 

O friends! be men: your geu vous breaſts-inflane 
With mutual honour, and with mutual ſhame! 
Think of your hopes, your fortunes; all the care | 
Your wives, nm, 


v. 796. Neftor's pech :] This popular h of Neſtor is þ 
Ih extolled. as the ſtrongeſt and moſt e piece of or 
imaginable. Fi. contains in it every motive by which men 
be affected; eſervation of their wives and children, tel 
— * their fortunes, the reſpect of their living put 
2nd the due regard for the memory of thoſe that were depan 
Dy theſe he divers the Gr from any choughtsof ih 
article of extreme peril. Enſtathi | 
This noble e fan nina by Th 7 


J. 10. 


rn AR 
Faccia, à ritor la preda a noi rapita. E 
L'imagine ad alcuno in mente deſta, 
Glie la fignra quaſi, e glie Paddita 
De. la pregante patria e de la meſta 
Smpplice famiglivola sbigottita. 
Credi (ates) the lo ta. yatria ſpitght” | 
Per la mia lingua in tai parole parry 2 
Garda th le mie leggi, e # ſacri tem 
Fa, ch'io del ſangut mio non bak ni, ee 
Aſſicxra le virgini da gli mi, 
E i ſepolchri, ele cinere de gli avi. 
A te piangendo i lor paſſati tempi 
Monſtran la biancha chioma i vecchi gravi : 
A te la meglir, e le manmelle, e pete, 
* cane, e i figh, I marital ſmo letto. 


ink of each living father's rey rend head x... 


hink of each anceſtor with glory dead; 
beat, by me they ſpeak, by we tbey ſues 3 
hey ask their ſafety and their fame from you: 5 
he Gods their fates on this one action lay, 

xd all are loſt, if you deſert the day. 
He ſpoke, and round him breath d ae 
ſnerva ſeconds what the ſage inſpires. 

- nit of i e e e them. 
he clear d, reſtoring all the war to view; 
ſudden ray ſhot beaming o'er the plain, | 
Ac ſhew'd the ſhores, the navy and the main: 
wor they ſaw, and all who fly, or fight, 

| ſcene wide opening to the blaze of light." - 
ofthe fell, grew x fries at d. 
1s port majeſtick, and. his ample fize:” 
pond'rous mage,” with ſtuds of iron crown'd;. 
ul twenty cubits long, be ſwings around. 
or fights like others ftr d to certain ſtands, = 
eee hows hoes 


- 4 


v. 814. Fiſtof the l gear Ai. J m this book, Homer, ts. 
iſe the valour of Hedfoy, gives him Neptune for an antagoniſt ; 
dd to raiſe chat of Lex, be firft oppoſed to him Hacker, ſupport- 
by Apollo, and now the ſame Hedor impell'd and ſeconded by 
Miter biraſelf, n N 


> 


* 
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| 
| 
1 


* 
18> HOMER, HLA. Book 
820 High on the decks, with vaff glgäntlek ſtride, 
The godlike hero ſtilks from fide to fide.” 0 | 
So when a horſemin from 'the wutry ed. 
ika in che tinge of the bounding ſieedy - 
”  Drives-four fair courſers practis d to obey 
| day To ſome great city thio' the publick way; 
Safe in his art, as fide by fide they run, 
He ſhifts his ſcat, and vaults from one to oe 
dd now& this, and uod to that he'ffies 3- © 
Admiring numbers flow with their eyes.” 
$30 From ſhip to ſhip thus Ajice fiwiftly flew: 
No leſs the wonder of ri A 5 


v. 824. Drives. fon fair cr The comp a iſon vn 
Homer here introduces, — nk, that the art of mou 
ing and managing horſes Was brought t-fo grear' a perfecli 
theſe early times, that one man could manage four at once, 4 
leap from one to the "other even When chey run fulf ſpeed. 
ſome object, That the cuſtom of riding was not known in ere 
at the time of the Trojan war: Beſides, they ſay the compari 
not juſt, for the horſes are fait to run full ſpeed, *—ů ay 1 
ſtand firm and unmov 11 Hemer pur the compari on int 
mouth of one of his (IRE ehen bad been juſts 0d 
guilty of an inconkſteney 3 but it is be himff wha; ſpeaks: 
-dle-horſes were in uſe in his age, and any poep may be allowed 1 

 Hlvftrate pieces of antiquity by images familiar to his own tink lis 
This is ſifficient for che firſt objeftion”; nor is the ſecond m 
reaſonable ; for it is not abſolutely neceſſary that compu 
ſhould correſpond in every particular; it fuffices if there de 2 
neral reſemblance. This is only introduced to ſhew the agiliq 
Har, who paſſes ſwiftly from one veſſel to another, and 15 ths 
fare entirely. juſt. . Exſtqthins. - 


* - * —— 


; furious Hector thunder d threats aloud, 

ad ruſh'd enrag d before the Trojan croud: 

hen ſwift invades che ſhips, whaſe beaky prores 

rank d oontiguous on the bending ſhores. _ 

ho marks the ſwan's or czane's embody'd flight, 
oops down impetuous, while they light for food, 
id ſtooping, darkens with his wings the flood. 
we leads him on with his almighty hand, 

nd breaths fieree ſpirits in his fallowing band, 

he warring nations meet, the battel roars, 

hick beats the combate on the founding pores, | 
hou would'ſt have thought, ſo furious was their fige 


vo force could tame them, and no toil could tires 
sf new vigour from new fights they wan, 
ue long bartel was but then begun, 


re of death, cankiding in deſpair : 


he | 

n proud hopes already view'd the main 

＋ right with the blaze, and red with heroes ſlain: 
oy 


ike frength is felt from hope, and from deſpair, 
id each contends, as his:weere all tbe war. 


en 'Twas thou, bold Hector! whole reſiſtleſs hand 
pil 
s Us 


it ſciz'd a ſhip on that conteſted ſtrand; 


- Os OT = — 


* 
* 
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/ The fame which dead Proteſilaus bore, 
The firſt that touch'd th unhappy Trojan ſhore: 
For this in arms the warring nations ſtood,” i 
And bath'd their gen'rous breaſts with mutual blood, 
, B60 No room to poize the lance, or bend the bow : 
But hand to hand, and man to man they grow: 
Wounded, they wound; and ſeek each others hear 
With faulchions, axes, ſwords, and ſhorten'd darts, 
| The faulchions ring, ſhields rattle, axes ſound, 
ſ 865 Swords Haſh in air, or glitter on the ground; 
With ſtreaming blood the ſlipp ry ſhores are dy'd, 
And flaughter'd heroes ſwell the dreadful tyde. * 874 


Still raging Hector with his ample hand "HP 
Graſps the high ſtern, and gives this loud command, * 
870 Haſte, bring the flames! the toil of ten long yeus v, » 


Is finiſh'd ; and the day defir'd appears! Caffe 
This happy day with acclamations greet, | ung: 
Bright with deſtruction of yon haſtile fleet. 


V. 856. The ſame that dead Proteſaus bore] e Homer feigns i * 
Hector aid” hold on the ſhip of the dead Proteſilans, rather than i, 5 
- that of any other, n e ae o 
Generals, Enftathins, - 


i - * 4 
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coward-counſels of a*timrous throng 

rer rend dotards, check d our glory long: 

oo long Joue lulPd us with lethargic charms, 
now in peals of thunder calls to arms; 

| this great day he crowns our full deſires, 

akes all our force, and ſeconds all our fire. 
He ſpokc the warriors, at his minen 
ur 2 new deluge on the Grecian band. 
Ajax paus'd ( fo thick the jav'lins fly) 

epd back, and doubted or to live, or die. 


v. 874. The coward connſels of 4 tin” roms throng 
Of rev rend dotards. 

mer adds this with a great deal of art and prudence, to anſwee 
orehand all the objections which he well foreſaw might be 
de, becauſe Hector never till now attacks the Grecians in their 
Ip, or endeavours to burn their navy. He was retain'd by the 
lers of Troy, who frozen with fear at the ſight of Achilles, ne- 
r ſuffer d him to march from the ramparts. Our Author forgets 
thing thar has the reſemblance of truth; but he had yer a far. 
reaſon for inſerting this, as it exalts the glory of his-princi- 
hero: Theſe elders of Troy thought it leſs difficult to defeat 


Greeks, tho” defended with ſtrong entrenchments, while Achilles 


u not with them; than to overcome them without entrench- 
an when he aſſiſted them. And this is the reaſon that they 
o _— before, and permit him now, to ſally upon the 
. Dacier. 

V, 7. But now Jove calls to arms, &c.] Hecker ſeems to be 
of an extraordinary impulſe from heaven, ſigniſied by theſe 
bs, the moſt mighty hand of Jove puſhing him on. *Tis no more 
d ay other perſon would be ready to imagine, who ſhould riſe 
Mm 2 {tae of diſtreſs or indolence, into one of good fortune, 
Jour, and OP Enſtathins, 


Yet 


. 


% . 


% 


Vet where the oars are placid, he ſtands to wait 
B85 What Chief approaching dares attempt his fate: 
Ev'n to the laſt, his naval charge defends, to 

Ev'n yet the Greeks with piercing ſhouts inſpires, 

Amidſt attacks, and deaths, and darts, and fires. 
vo O friends! heroes! names for ever. dear, 
lil Once ſons of Mays, and thunderbolts of war! 


v. 890. The ſpeech of Ajax.) There is great ſtrength, doſeat 
and ſpirit in this ſpeech, and one might (like many criticks) t 
ploy a whole page in extolling and admiring,it in general in 
But ſure the perpetual rapture of ſuch commentators, who ue 
ways giving us exclamations inſtead of criticiſms, may be 2 m 
of great admiration, but of little judgment. Of whar uſe is thiseid 
to a reader who has a taſte, or to one who has not? To adm 
nne paſſage is what the former will do without us, and what 
latter cannot be taught to do by us. However we ought gratei 
to acknowledge the good nature of moſt people, who are not 
Pleaſed with this ſuperficial applauſe given to- fine paſlages, | 
are likewiſe inclined to transfer to the critick, who only pa 
at theſe beauties, part of the admitation juſtly due to the N 
This is a cheap and eaſy way to fame, which many writers u 
ent and modern, have purſued with great ſucceſs. Former 
deed this ſort of authors had modeſty, and were humbly content 

call their performances only Florilegia or Paßes: But ſome dt 
have paſs'd fuch collections on the world forfcriticiſms of pt 
depth and learnings and ſeem to expect the ſame flowers fh 
pleaſe us better in theſe paltry naſegays of their own makings 
'thart in the native gardens where they grew. As this pracuce 
extolling, without giving reaſons is very convenient for 0 
writers, fo it excellently ſuits the ignorance or lazineſs of n 
readers, who will come into any ſentiment rather than rake 8 
trouble of refuting in Thus the oomplement is mutull ; Fet 


% 
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e | 
hat aids expect you in this utmoſt ſtrait? 
hat bulwarks riſing between you and fate? 
No aids, no bulwarks your retreat attend, 
No friends to help, no city to defend. \ 
his ſpot is all you have, to loſe or keep; © 
here ſtand the Thojans, and here rolls the deep. — 
is hoſtile ground you tread; your native lands 
Fir, far from hence: your fates are in your hands. 
Raging he ſpoke; nor farther waſtes his breath, 
But turns his jav'lin-to the work of death. 
hate er bold Trojan arm'd his daring bands 
againſt the fable ſhips with flaming brands, 

o well the chief his naval weapon ſped, 

The luckleſs warrior at his ſtern lay dead: 

Full twelve, the boldeſt, in a moment fell, 

dent by great Ajax to the ſhades of hell. 


kich criticks do not tax their readers with any thought © under 
land them, ſo their readers in return advance nothing in 


rion to ſuch criticks. They may go roundly on, admiring | 
chiming in this manner ——— 
beaxtiful a cirtumſtamce Nhat delicacy of ſentiments With whas © 
t has the Poet Ii how ſublime and juſt a manner-—-- How finely + 
imagined——— How wonderfally beautiful and poetica And ſo pro- 
ceed, without one reaſon to interrupt the courſe of their elo- 
4 Ä ²ůQ wu r- 
1 pter. 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The ſixth battel: The acts and death 
of Patroclus. 0 


ba ATRgcLus (in. purſuance of the requeſt of Neſtor in 

the eleventh book) entreats Achilles to ſuffer him 15 
go to the aſſtance f the Greeks with Achilles's roof. 
and armour. He agrees to it, but-at the ſame time char- 


diers, and 
a libation 


th Jupi 
lars e battel are deſcribed; in the heat of which, Patro- 

neglecting the arders of Achilles, purſues the foe to the 
walls of Troy; where Apollo repulſes and diſarms him, 
Euphorbus wounds him, and Hector kills him & which con- 
Aludes the hook. | 


« SIXTEENTH BOOK 


"ar THE 


IL 1A D. 


\. © warr'd both armies on th enſanguin d Fey 
| While the black ' veſſels ſtnoak d with human 


rhe gore. | FAY 4 
2 Meantime Patroclus to Achilles flies; | 
1 eee ee from n bx eyes | 

1 D abr n 0 10 12 _ 
* oy 2 1 1 | A 

he en e g af hi book one of de moſt be- 

, tiful parts of the Iliad. The two different characters are admita- 

2 bly ſuſtain'd in the dialogue of the. two heroes, wherein there is 


not a period but ſtrongly marks not only their natural remper, but 
chat particular diſpoſition of mind in either, which ariſes from the 
preſent ſtate of affairs. We ſee Patroclus touch'd with the deepeſt” 
compaſſion for rhe misforrune of the. Greeks, (whom. the Trojans: 
had forc'd to retreat to their ſhips, and which ſhips were on che 


point of burning) proftraring PEI GED. 


k þ 
x * ” - 
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Not faſter, trickling to the plains below, 
From the tall rock the fable waters flow, 
8 \ : j ' | . 5 Divine 
- b | ö 
and pouring, out his tears at his f eet. Achilles, ſtruck with the 
grief of his friend, demands the cauſe of ir. Patroclas, pointing 
to the ſhips, where the flames already began to riſe, tells him he 
25 harder than the rocks or ſea which lay in proſpe& before them, 
if he is not rotich'd with ſo moving a fpeRacle, and ca ſee in 
old blood his friends periſhing, before his eyes. As nothing can 
be more natural and affecting than the ſpeech of Patroclus, ſo no- 
thing is more lively and pictureſque than the attitude he is here 
deſcrib'd in. 

The Parhetic of Patreclns's ſpeech” is finely contrafted by the N. 
erte of that of Achilles, While the former is melting with ſorrow 
r utmoſt he can hope from the latter, it 

* . armour and troops; to obtain his perſonal af- 

| e knows is impoſſible. At the very inſtant that Achilles 
is mov'd to ask the cauſe of his friend's concern, he ſeems to fay 
that nothing could deſerve it but the death of their fathers: and in 

e ſame breath ſpeaks of the total deſtruction of the Greeks'as of 

flight a cauſe for tears. Patroclus, at the opening of this ſpeech, 
dares not name Agamenmon even for being wounded ; and a 
ter he has tried to bend him by all the arguments that could affed 
an human breaſt, concludes by ſuppoſing that ſome oracle or ſu- 
| pernacural inſpiration is the cauſe that with-holds his arms. What 
can match the fierceneſs of his anfwer ? Which implies, that not 
me oracles of heaven itſelf ſhould be regarded, if they ſtood in 
competition with his reſentment : That if he yields, it muſt be 
thro* his own mere motive: The only reaſon he has ever to yield, 
is that nature irſelf cannot ſupport anger eternally : And if be 
yields now, it is only becauſe he had e determin'd to do ſo at 
a certain time, (II. 9. v. 773.) That time was not till the flames 
ſhould approach to his own ſhips, till the laſt article of danger, 
and that not of danger to Greece, but to himſelf, Thus his very 
pity has the ſterneſt qualifications in the world. After all, what 
is it he yields to? only to ſuffer his friend to go in his ſtead, juſt 
to fave them from preſent ruin, but he expreſly forbids him ta 
proceed any farther in their aſſiſtance, than barely to put ou 
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Divine Tel, with coinpaltion mord. 


Thus ſpoke, indulgent to his beſt belov d. 


" Parroclus, 


res, and ſecure his own and his friends return into their coun- 
try; And all this concludes with 2 wiſh; that (if it were poſſible) 
every Greek and every Trojan might periſh except themſelves. Such 
is that wrath of Achillrr, that more than wrath, as the Greet ptrie-- 
implies, which Homer has painted in fo 2 colouring. X 

v. d. Iadulgent to his beſt Below d.] The friendſhip of Achilles 
and Patroclus is celebrated by all antiquity: And Homer, norwith- 
landing the anger of Achilles was his profeſs'd ſubject, has found 
the ſecret to diſcover . throꝰ that very anger, the ſofter parts of hit 
character. In this view we ſhall find him generous in his tem- 
per, deſpiſing gain and booty, and as far as his honour is not oon 
cern'd, fond of his miſtreſs, and eaſy to his friend : Nor proud, 
but when injur'd ; and not more revengeful when ill us'd, than 
grateful and gentle when reſpectfully treated. © Patroclus ({ays 
Philiſtratuts, who probably grounds his aſſertion on ſome ancient 
radition} « was not ſo much elder” than Achilles as to pretend t 
direct him, but of a render, modeſt, and unaſſuming nature; con- 
« ſtant and diligent in his attendance, and ſeeming. to have no af- 
« feftions but thoſe of his friends. The ſame author has a very 
pretty paſſage, where Ajax is introduced enquiring of Achilles 
* Which of all his warlike actions were the moſt difficult and 
« dangerous to him? He anſwers, Thoſe, which he undertook for 
« the fake of his friends, And which (continues Ajax) were the 
© moſt pleaſing and eaſy ? The very ſame, replies Achilles.. He 
then asks him, * Which of all the wounds he ever bore in battel 
« was the moſt painful to him ? Achilles anſwers, That which he 
« receiv'd from Hector. But Hector, ſays Ajax, never gave you 2 
* wound, Yes, replies Achilles, a mortal one, when he flew my 
© friend Patrocles, _ - 1 

It is ſaid in the life of Alexander the Great, that when that 
Prince viſited the monuments of the heroes at Troy, and plac'd 3 
crown upon the tomb of Achilles"; his friend Hepheſtion plac d an- 
other on that of Patrocias, as an intimation of his being to Alu- 
auer what the other was to Achilles. On which occaſion the ſay- 
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 Patroclus, ſay, what grief thy boſom bears, - 
10 That flows ſo faſt in theſe unmanly tears? 
No girl, no infant whom the mother keeps 


{ 


From her loyd breaſt, with fonder paſſion weeps ; | 
Not more the mother's ſoul that infant warms, 

Aung to her knees, and reaching at her arms; 

15 Than thou haſt mine! Oh tell me, to. what end 
Thy melting ſorrows thus purſue thy friend? 
Griev ſt thou for me, or for my martial band 
Or come fad tidings from our native land? 
Our fathers live, (our firſt, moſt tender care) 

20 Thy good Menativs breathes the vital air, = 


ing of Alexander is recorded; That: Achilles was: happy indeed, fir 
. having had ſuch a Friend to love him living, and ſuch a Poet to & 
Leebrate him dead. 12 * | 
V. 11. Nogirl, no infant, &c.] I know the obvious tranſlation 
of this paſſage makes the compariſon conſiſt only in the tears df 
the infant, apply'd to thoſe of Patreclus. But certainly the idea of 
- the ſimile will be much finer, if we comprehend alſo in it the mo 
ther's fondneſs and concern, awaken'd by this uneaſineſs of the 
child, which no leſs aptly correſponds with the tenderneſs of Ab 
les on the ſight of his friend's affliction. And there is yet à third 
- . branch of the compariſon, in that purſuit, and conſtant application 
the infant makes to the mother, in the ſame manner as Patroci 
follows Achillis with his grief, till he forces him to take notice of 
zt. I think (all theſe circumſtances laid together) nothing can be 
more affecting or exact in all its views, than this fimilirude ; 
- which, without that regard, has perhaps ſeem'd but low and tr 
Gal to an unreflecting reader. | * 


— 
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And hoary Feleus yet extends his days} | 
Pleas'd in their age to hear their children's praiſe. 
Or may ſome meaner cauſe thy pity claim ? 
Perhaps yon reliques of the Grecian name, F 
Doom'd in their ſhips to fink by fire and Fword,. 
And pay the forfeit of their haughty Lord? 
Whate'er the cauſe, reveal thy ſecret care, 
knd ſpeak thoſe ſorrows which a friend would ſhare. 
A ſigh, that inſtant, from his boſom broke, 
Another follow'd, and Patroclus ſpoke. 
Let Greece at, length with pity touch tit breaſf. 
Thy {elf a Greet; and, once, of Greeks the beſt! 
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begin this ſpeech, My rejur're, Be not angry, are not * wg 
fire Achilles to bear no farther reſentment againſt the Greeks, bug 
only not to be difpleas'd at the tears which Patreckss ſheds for 
their misfortune. Patroclas (they ſay) was noc ſo im imprudent 
begin his interceſſion. in that manner, when chere was 

„ I take this to be an exceſs of refine- 
ment: The purpoſe of everꝝ period in his ſpeech is to perſuade: 
proofing Lys yr why then may he not begin by de- 
lring it? The whole queſtion is, whether he may ſpeak openly 
in favour of the Greeks in the firſt half of the verſed or in the her 
ter? For in the ſame line he repreſents their diſtreſs. * 
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Lo! ev ry chief that might her fate prevent, * 
Lies pierc'd with, wounds, and bleeding in his tent, gu 
35 Eurypylus, Tydides, Atrens' fon, ir ( 


And wiſe Ulyſſes, at the navy groan 

More for their country's woutids, than for their own, 
% Their pain, ſoft arts of pharmacy can caſe, 

Thy breaſt alone no lenitives appeaſe. | 

40 May never rage like thine my ſoul enſlave, 

O great in vain! unprofitably brave! 

Thy countrey {lighted in her laſt diſtreſs, 

What friend, what man, from thee ſhall hope redreſß 


E...) 1 don't ſee wherein the caution of this ſpeech conſiſts; it 
s a generous, unartful petition» whereof Achilles's nature wo 
much more approve, than of all the artifice of Uhyſſes, (to which 

Be Expreſs'd his hatred in the ninth book, v. 412.) 

v. 35. Eurypylus, Tydides, Atreus for, as 

" And wiſe Ulyfles——-—] 5 85 
Paroclus in mentioning the wounded Princes to Achiller, take 
care not to put Aamemucn firlt, leff that odious name ſtri king his 
ear on 4 ſudden, ſhould ſhut it againſt the reſt of his diſcourſt: 
Nei her does he name him laſt, for fear Achilles dwelling upon it 
Could fall into paſſion ; But he flides ir into the middle, mixing 
and confounding it with the reſt, that it might not be taken too 
much notice of, and that the names which precede and follow it 
may diminiſh the hatred it might excites. Wherefore he does not 
much as atcompany it with an epithet. 8 
I think the foregoing remark of Eaſtarbius is very ingeniou, , ©" 
and I have given into it ſo far, as to chuſe rather to make Pr. 1 
cles call him Atrens fon than Agumemmom, which yet , farther BW 0 
ſoftens it, fince thus it might as well be imagin'd he ſpoke d L. 
Agamemnon. — 
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Ne. men unborn; and ages yet behind, 
Shall curſe that fierce, that unforgiving mind. 
O man unpitying! if of man thy race; 11 
But ſure thou ſpring ſt not from a ſoft embrace, 
Nor ever am' rous hero caus d thy birth, 
Nor ever tender Goddeſs brought thee forth. 


Some rugged rock's hard entrails gave thee form, 


And raging ſeas produc'd' thee in a ſtorm, 

A foul well-ſuiting that tempeſtuous kind 

So rough thy manners, ſo untam'd thy mind. 
If fome dire Oracle thy breaft alarm, 


lf ought from Juve, or Thetis, ſtop thy arm, 


Some beam of comfort yet on Greece may ſhine. 
If I but lead the Ayrmidenian line : n 854 
Cad in thy dreadful arms if I appear, 

Proud Troy ſhall tremble, and deſert the war: 


0 Without thy perſon Greece ſhall win the day, 


And thy mere image chaſe her foes away. 
| Pref 


v. 61, Huh thy with image chaſe ber foes 2 1 is hard 10 
conceive a greater complement; or one that could more touch the 
walike ambition of Achilles, than this which Humer puts into the 
mouth of Patrocins. It was alſo an encomium which he could not 
fuſpe& of flattery ; ſince the perſon who made it deſires to hazard 
his life upon the ſecurity that the enemy could not ſupport the 
let of the very: armour of Achilles And indeed Achilles himſelf 

| I 6 ſeems 


\ 
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Preſs d by freſh forces, her o erlabour d train 
Thus, blind to. fate! with ſupplicating breath, 
| 65 Thou bey'ft his arms, and. in his arms thy death. 
| Unfortunately good! a boding figh 
Thy friend return'd; and with it, this reply. 
i Pazroclus !. thy Achilles knows. no fears; | 
| Nor words from Jove, nor Oracle he hears 3. 
| 70 Nor ought a mother's caution can ſuggeſt; 


— ot Ew 


— — 


The tyrant's pride lies rooted. in my breaſt. 

My wrongs, my wrongs, my conſtant thought eng 
| Thoſe, my ſole oracles, inſpire my rage: 

| I made. him tyrant; gave him pow'r to wrong 

WO 75 Ev me: I felt it; and ſhall feel it long. 

The maid, my black-ey'd maid, he forc'd away, 
Due to the toils of many a well-fought day; 


ſeems to entertain no leſs a thought, in the anſiver to this ſpeech Toy { 
where he aſcribes the flight of Troy to the blazing of his helmet: 79 
1 circumſtance wonderfully fine, and nobly exalting the idea d Had 7 
this hero's terrible character. Beſides all this, Homer: had it in bis 
view to prepare hereby the wonderful incident that it to enſue in Lon 
the eighteenth book, where. the vary Tghs of adbite. from: bi No c 
e Ents Aras | 
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Due to my conqueſt of ber father's reign; 
Due to the votes of all the Greciazs train. 


VE 


diſgrac d, diſhonour'd, like the meaneſt Nlave. _ 
But bear we this the wrongs I grieve are paſt ;, 
is time our fury ſhould relent at laſt.; 
I fix its date; the day I wiſh'd appears 
Now Hector to my ſhips his battel bears, 
The flames my eyes, the ſhouts invade my ears, 
Go then, Patroclus ! court fair honour's charms | 
In Deys fam'd fields, and in Achille arms : 
Lead forth my martial Myrmidons to fight, 
Go fave the fleets, and conquer in my right. 
See the thin reliques of their baffled band, 

At the laſt edge of yon deſerted land! 

&chold all In on their ſhips deſcends ;' | 


955 


It was not thus, when, at my ſight amar d, 
Tvy faw- and trembled, as this helmet bla d: 
Had not th' injurious King our friendſhip loſt, . 
Lon ample trench had bury d half ber hoſt. | 

No camps, no bulwarks now the, Trojoni fear, 
Thoſe are not dreadful, no Achilles there: 


CE 8. 
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From me he forc d her; me, the bold and brave;.. 


How the cloud blackens, how the ſtorm impends! 
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Boo! 

No longer flames the unte of Hau ſon; But he 

No more your Gen ral calls his Heroes on; - TY MULE 
Hector, alone, I hear; his dreadful bretbn {Word f 
Commands your ſlaughter, or proelaims your death, I Sil! 

roy Yet now, Futroclus, iſſue to the plain; Rape 
Now fave the ſhips, the riſing fires reſtrain, 1 


3 


v. 101. No *** flames the lance of Tydeus ſon.] By what Achill Ve BY 
here ſays joining Diomede to Agamemnom in this taunting refleftion, Wi de © 
one may juſtly ſuſpect there was ſome particular diſagreement this the 
and emulation between theſe two Heroes. This we may ſuppoſe i * '» it 
to be the more natural, becauſe Diamede was of all the Greet: ere n 
confeſſedly the neareſt in fame and courage to Achilles, and there reduc'd 
fore the moſt likely to move His envy, as being the molt likdy 0 N het 
ſupply his place. The ſame ſentiments are to be obſerv'd in Di- *. 1. 
mede with regard to Achilles; he is always confident in his own Wi bighly 
valour, and therefore in their greateſt extremities he no whete Wl eans 
acknowledges the neceſſity of a app Achilles , but always in WW 1 bar 
council appears moſt forward refolute to carry on the ws l dea 
without him. For. this reaſon he was not thought à fit embaſl- I te o 
dor to Achilles; and upon return from the embaſſy he breaks int I tat ne 
2 ſevere refletivn, not only upon Achilles; but even upon be it it 
 Agamemnon who had ſept this embaſly to him. I wiſh thox hadf the fea 
not ſent theſe fe and gift to Achilles; 5 _ The 
was extreme before, but now his arrogance will be intolerable ; 1 4 
us not mind whether he goes or flays, but do our duty * 
the _ Exftathins obferves, that Achilles uſes this patricule 
expreſſion concerning Planet,, 1 

Os yg Te An onthe. ankle „ 

Maſyrrat iN ——— K 
becauſe it was the ſame boaſting effion Diomeds had apply d 
himſelf, I. 8. v. 111. of the — But this having been faid 
only to Neftor in the heat of fight, how can we ſuppoſe Achille 
had notice of it ? This obſervation ſhews the great diligence if I dn . 


aot the judgment, of the good archbiſhop. | . kructio 


* 
4:1 


- 


| | 5 9 . ; > [ 
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But heed my words, and mark a friend's. command 
Who truſts his fame and honours in thy hand, 

And from thy deeds expects, th Acbaian hoſt 

Shall render back the beauteous maid he loſt: 

Rage uncontrouP'd thro? all the hoſtile crew,. 

But touch not Hector, Hecter is my due. 


71 


v. 111. Shall render Back the beauteons maid.) But this is what 
the Greeks had already offer d to do, and which he. has refus'd ; 
this then is an inequality in Achilles's manners. Not at all: Achil-.. 
ks is till ambitious; when he refuſed theſe preſents, the Greeks 
vere not low enough, be would not receive them till they were 
reduc'd to the laſt extremity, ee 
by their loſſes. Dacier. | 

v. 113. Dat touch not Hector,] This injanddbon of Achilles is 
ligdly correſpondent to his ambitious character: He is by no 
means willing that the conqueſt of Hector ſhould be atchiev d by 
y hand but his own: In that point of glory he is jealous even of 
in deareſt friend. This alſo wonderfully ſtrengthens the idea we 
have of his implacabilicy and reſentment ; ſince at the oo 
ot nothing can move him to affiſt the Greeks | in the bartel, 
be it is the utmoſt force upon his nature to abſtain from it, 
if nner 


et The verſe I am ſpeaking of * | 
7 rer Ave dn and oN e irxto xu, 


5 4 cred by Dingents Larrtins as Homer's, bur not w be found in 
he editions before that of Barners. Ie is certainly one of the in- 
frutions of Achilles to Patroclus, and therefore progeny n in 
this ſpeech ; but I believe better after 


— wy #, ih J ee 


f nnn it four lines above: For Achilles's in- 
butions not beginning till v. 83. 


R 22 
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Tho Fove in thunder ſhould command the war, 
EI'F Be juſt, conſult my glory, and forbear, 
The fleet once fav'd; deſiſt from farther chace; e 
Nor lead to Ils walls the Grecian race; 
Some adyerſe God thy raſhneſs may deſtroy; 
Some God, like Pharbus, ever kind to Dey. 
20 Let Greece, redeem'd from this deſtructive ſtrait, 


Do her own. work, and leave the reſt to fate. 
Oh! would to all th' immortal pow'rs above, 1 deu 
Apollo, Pallas, and almighty Jave !. 1 
r. | met, 4 
nase &, de mor pd) Sy TG» % girl Se, * 


it is not ſo proper to divide this material one from the gw" 3 
Whereas (according to the method I propoſe) the whole conten 
will lie in this order. Obey my injemdions, as you conſult my inter 
and honour, Make as great a ſlaughter of the Trojans as you will, tt 
abſtain from Hector. And as ſoon as you have repuls'd them from ii 
hips, be ſatisfy d and return: For it may be fatal to purſue the vile) 
to the walls of Troy. | . | 

v. 115. Conſult my glory, and forbear.] Achilles tells Pama 
that if he purſues the ſoe too far, whether he ſhall- be victor « 
vanquiſh'd, it muſt prove either way prejudicial to his glory. Fat patho; 
by the former, the. Greeks having no more need of Achilles's Wt, 
will nor reſtore him his captive, nor try any more to appeaſe hin 
by preſents; By the latter, his arms would be left in che enemy's 
hands, and -bg himſelf upbraided with the dea of Patros. 


v. 122, Oh, wonld to all, &c.] Achilles from his overflowirg Rei 
ga'l vents this execration: The Trojans he hates as profeſſed ent- 
mies, and he deteſts the Grecians as people who had. with calmoel 
overlook'd his wrongs. Some of the ancient criticks not enti ing im 

the manners of Achilles, would have expunged this imprecation, 1 
uttering an univerſal malevolence to mankind, 9 
A Per 


- 
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That not one Thojan' might be left alive. 
ind not 2 Greek of all the race ſurvives © © 
light only we the vaſt deſtru@ion ſbu mn 
4nd only we deſtroy th accurſed town! 

duch conP'rence held the chiefs: while on the ſtrand; 
at Fove with conqueſt crown'd the Nvjan band. 


Uy with his implacable character. Bur one may obſerve ac 
he ſame time the mighty force of friendſhip, if for the ſake of 
n dear. Patruclas he will and ſecure thoſe Greets, whoſe 
ſftruftion: he wiſhes, ar a little qualifies this bloody wWiſh, 18 
ut we may ſuppoſe ir ſpoken with great unreſervedneſs, as-in 
ret; and berween Bien! ; | 
Monſ. de ls Motte has a lively remark upon the abſurdity of this 
ih, Upon the ſuppoſition that Fapicer had granted it, if all the 
dan and Greeks were deſtroy'd, and only Achilles and Patrocins 


2 


- to conquer Trey he atks, what would be the victory Without 
enemies, and the triumph without any ſpeftarors ? But the 
bw over is very obvious; Homer intends to paint à man in paſſion ; 
e wiſhes and ſchemes of fuch an orie are ſeldom conformable to 
nn; and the manners are preſerv'd the better, the lefs they are 

preſented to be ſo. | / 
This brings into my mind that curſe in Shakeſpear, where that 
rale maſter of nature makes Northumberland, im the rage of 
For palbon, wiſh for an univerſal deſtruction. 
- Now. let not nature's hand BED 

Keep the wild fibed confini'd! Let order dit; © 
1 ier the world no. longer be a ftage 
. To feed contention in a lingring at : 

But let one ſpirit of the firſi-born Cain 
A fie in all beſos, that cath heart being le 
nt On bloody comrſers, the rude ſcene may end, 
e darkneſs be the barier of the dead. 
E | 
1 1 
5 — 
a 


* 
. 


730 Jar no more the ſounding ſtorm ſuſtain d, 


His breath, in quick, ſhort pantings, comes, and e 
135 And painful ſweat from all his members flows. 


compariſon an imitation of the ſame place in Taſſs, Cant. 9. &. 


— 


— 
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So thick, the darts an iron tempeſt rain d: 
On his tir'd arm the weighty buckler hung: 
His hollow helm with falling jaw lins rung. 


v. 130. Ajax no more, &.] This deſcription of Ajax wein 
dut with battel, is a paſſage of exquiſite life and beauty: Yet wh 
I think nobler than the deſcription itſelf, is what he ſays « t 
end of it, that his hero even in this-exceſs of farigue and langu 
could ſcarce be moy'd from his poſt by the efforts of a whole 
my. Virgil has copy'd the deſcription very exactly, nu. 9. 
Ergo nec moenss ſubſiſtere taninm 

Ne E ini Bcd andlque relit- 

Obruiter, wt: ro Eren tava tempora tircum 

Timnits galea, & faxis ſolida zra fatiſcunt: 

Diſcuſſaque jube capiti, nec ſufficit umbo 

Ictibus: ingemin ant haſtis & Troes, & ipſe 
Fulmineus Mneſthens ; tem toto corpore ſudo . 
Ligniter, & picenm, nec reſpirart er 698 | , 
Flamen agit ; feſſos quatit ager anhelitns arts. 


The circumſtances which I hive mark'd in a different chan 0 
are the improvements upon Homer, and the laſt verſe exceleniide Greel 
expreſſes, in the ſhort catching up of the numbers, the quick, becher all: 


panting, repreſented in the image. The reader may add tot 


Fatto intanto hs il ſoldan cio, de conceſſo 

Fare a terrena forza, hor pin non puate : 7 
Tutto e ſangue e ſadore; an grave, e ſpeſſo 
Anhelar gli ange il petto, e 1 fianche ſcote. 
Langue ſotto lo ſcudo il brachia oppreſſo, 

Gira la deſtra il ferro in pigre rote; 

Speſſa, e non taglia, e divenendo ottuſo 

Ferdato il brando omai di brando ha I nſo.. 


. 
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at and o'etpow'r'd,” be barely breathes at moſt; 
t ſcarce an army ſtirs-hifn froin his poſt : 
vers on dangers all around him grow, 

4 toil to toil, and woe ſucceeds to woe. 

ey, muſes, thron'd above the ſtarry frame, 

y firſt the navy blaz'd with Trojan flame? 

Stern Hector wav'd his ſword; and ſtanding near 
ere furious Ajax ply d his aſhen ſpear, 

| on the lance a ſtroke ſo juſtly ſped, 

ut the broad faulchion lopp'd its brazen head: 
pointleſs ſpear the warrior ſhakes in vain; 
e brazen head falls ſounding on the plain. 
at Ajax ſaw, and own'd the hand divine, 
feſing Fove, and trembling at the ſign ; 


Warn'd 


148. Great Ajax ſaw, and own'd the hand divine, 

Confeſſing Jove, and trembling at the ſign.) 
he Greek there is added an explication of this fign, which has 
ther alluſion to the action, but a very odd one in a ſingle phraſe 


> 3 


——Þ 3s ehew-nbne tot nikin ache... 
Ws Ub 1Cprparryrs T. 4% ante ne. 
fe d their hopes ent off by bea high Lords 
Sv doom'd to fall before the Trojan ſword. 


n endeavours to account for the meanneſs of this conceit, 
be groſs wit of Ajax; who ſeeing — 


150 ward d. he retreats. Then ſwift from all fides pou 


155 And ſmote his thigh, and thus aloud exclaims.. 
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The hiſſing brands; thick ſtreams the fiery. ſhow!; 

O'er the high ſtern the curling volumes riſe;] / 

4nd ſheets of rolling ſmoke involve the skies. 
Divine. Achilles view'd the riſing flames, 


Arm, arm, Patroclus ! Lo, the blaze aſpires ! 
The glowing ocean reddens with the fires. \ 
Arm, &er our veſſels catch the ſpreading flame; 
Arm, eder the Grecians be no more a name; 


1601 haſte to bring the troops The hero ſaid; * 
The friend with ardour and with joy obey'd. * ö 
| Co. 


He cas'd. his limbs in braſs, and firſt around; 
His manly legs, with ſilver buckles bound 


off, took it into his fancy that Jupiter would in the ſame mi zm 
cut off the counſels and ſchemes of the Greeks. For to underk 
this far-ferch'd apprehenſion gravely, as the. commentators i 
done, is indeed (to uſe the words of Chapman) molt dall and An. 
tical, | I believe no man will blame me for leaving theſe line ee mo 
of the text. | | 

v. 154. Achilles view'd the riſmg flames.) This event is 
par'd with a great deal of art and probability. That effect wi 
a multitude of ſpeeches was not able roaccomplyſh, one lament 
ſpectacle, the fight of the flames, at length brings to pals 
moves Achilles to compaſſion. This it was (ſay the ancients)! 
moved the tragedians to make viſible repreſentations of mile 
for the ſpectators beholding people in unhappy circumſtances! 
their ſouls more deeply touch'd, chan by all che ſtrains of ris 
rick, Euſtatbius. | 

v. 162. He car d his limbs in braſs: $66, } Homer does not mn givin 
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caſping greaves; then to his breaſt applies 
flamy cuiraſs, of a thouſand dyes; | 
baz d with ſtuds of gold, his faulchion ſhone, 
the rich belt, as in the ſtarry zone. 
kale ſhield his ample ſhoulders ſpread, 
le? helmet nodded o'er his head. 

m'd in all his terrible array, 

faſh'd around intolerable day. 

ne, untouch'd, Pelides jav'lin ſtands, 

t to be pois'd but by Pelide hand: 

m Pelion's ſhady brow the plant entire 

| Chiron rent, and ſhap'd it for its fire; 


lf here to deſcribe theſe arms of Achilles at length, for be- 
3 that the time permits it not, he reſerves this deſcription for 
jew armour which Thetis ſhall bring that hero; a deſeſkion 
h will be plac'd in a more quiet moment, and which will 
him all the. leiſure of making it, without requiring any force 
moduce it. Exfiathins. 
172, Alone, antonch / d, Pelides* jaw lin ftands.) This paſſage 
u another inſtance of the ſtupidity of the commentators, who 
dere moſt abſurdly inquiſitive after the reaſons why Patroclus 
not take the ſpear, as well as the other arms of Achilles ? He 
hc himſelf a very happy man, who firſt found out, that He- 
had certainly given this ſpear to Patrocles, if he had not fore- 
that when it ſhould be loſt in bis future unfortunate engage- 
Vulcan could not furniſh Achilles with another; being ne 
n, but only a ſmith. Virgil, it ſeems was not ſo preciſely ac. 
ned with Yalcar's diſability to profeſs the two trades; ſince 
w, without any ſcruple, employed him in making = ſpear, as 
u che other arms for Auen. Nothing is more obvious than 
bought of Homer, who intended to raiſe the idea of his he- 
r iving him ſuch a Tpear as no other could wield ; The de- 

un dcn of it in this place is wonderfully pompous. wk | 
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' Whoſe ſon's great arm alone the weapon wields, 


The death of heroes, and the dread of fields; ; j Zep 
Then brave Automedon (an honour'd name, wit 1 

The ſecond to his Lord in love and fame, * 
180 In peace his friend, and partner of the war) bo, li 
The winged courſers harneſs'd to the car. "uu 
Maar and Balius, of immortal breed, Hol 
Sprung from the wind, and like the wind in ſpeed * 


v. 183, Sprung from the wind.] It is a beautiful invent 
- the Poet, to repreſent the wonderful ſwiftneſs of the born, 
Achilles, by ſaying they were begotten by the weſtern wind. im as 

fiction is truly poetical, and very proper in the way of naturi 
legory. However, it is not altogether improbable our An 1c 

might have defign'd it even in the literal ſenſe : Nor ought the 

tion to be thought very extravagant in a Poet, fince grave nat 

have ſgriouſly vouched the truth of this kind of generation. & 
of tin relate as an undoubted piece of natural hiſtory, that i 186. 5 
was anciently a breed of this kind of horſes in Portaga,, Y for 
damms were impregnated by a weſtern wind: Varro, Calm le fam 
and Pliny, are all of this opinion. I ſhall only mention the N tall, 
of Pliny, Nat. Hiſt. lib. 8. cap, 42. Conflat in Laſitania aa . Thi 
fiponem oppidum, & Tagum annem, equas favonio flante obverſu Why of 
alem concipere ſpiritum, idgue partum fieri & gigns pernicſſu berſes. 
See alſo the ſame author, J. 4. c. 22. J. 16, c. af. Poſſiby HARP 194. C 
had this opinion in view, which we ſee has authority more ff” Hon 


ſufficient to give it place in poetry. Virgil hag, given us a dan" of t 
ton of this manner of conception, Georgic 3. of h 
. | 5 image 

Continuoque avidis abi ſabdita — medullic, | ® 
Vere agi (quia vere calor vedit offibus) illa. — 
Ore omnes verſa in æepbhyram, flant rupibris altisy | ted fello 
Exceptantqne leves awras : & 707 ; ulis 8 
2 u (nirabile dicta 4 

per & ſcopulos convalles 
Diffugiunt -—<——— ale hed. *: Th 
vh 


box XVI. HOME R's ILIAD. 209 


* 

pom the wing d Hargye, fwife Padarge, bore, 
Zahyr pregnant on the breezy ſhore. 
wift Pedaſus was added to their fide, 
Dnce great Ation's, now- Achilles pride) 
bo, like in ſtrength, in ſwiftneſs, and in grace, 
mortal courſer match'd th* immortal race. 
4chilles ſpeeds from tent to tent, and warms 
6 hardy Myrmaidans to blood and arm. 
breathing death, around their chief they ſtand, 
gin, terrific, formidable band: 
m as voracious wolves that ſeek the ſprings 
rn ſcalding thirſt their burning bowels wings. 

Ne | (ben 


186. Swift Pedaſus was added to their fide.) Here was 2 ne- 

9 for a ſpare horſe (as in another place Neſtor had occakion 

the ſame) that if by any misfortune one of the other "horſes 

d fall, there might be a freſh ohe ready at hand to ſupply his 
r. This is good management in the Poet, to deprive Achilles 

ah of his charioteer and his arma, but of one of his ineſtima- 

bores. Enſtathins. A , 

194. Grim as voracious wolves, &c:] There is ſcarce any pio- 

in Homer ſo much in the ſavage and terrible way, as this cm- 
Won of the Myrmidons to wolves : It puts one in mind of the 
ts of Spagnolatt, or Salvator Roſa.: Each circumſtance is made 
images very ſtrongly. colour'd, and bqrridly lively. The prin- 
leign is to repreſent the ſtern looks and fierce appearance of 
Mymidons, a gaunt and ghaſtly train of raw-bon'd bloody- 
ked fellows, But — — the Poet _ to have ſome far- 
rews in ſo many different particulars of the compariſon : 
ir eager deſire of fight is hinted at by the wolves chirſting after 
=; Their ſtrength and vigour for — 
1 . ther 
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(When ſome tall ag, freſh-laughter'd, in the woo 
Has drench'd their wide infatiate throats with blood) I Vet 
To the black fount they ruſh; a hideous throng, H 
l * With: paunch diſtended, and with loling tongue, IP. 
5 200 Fire fills their - eye, their black jaws belch the gore, He, | 


And gorg d with laughter, fill they thirſt for mor * 

fire 

their being fill'd- with food : And as theſe beaſts are ſald wo h Himſ 

their thirſt ſharper after they are gorg'd with prey ; ſo the 

midens are ſtrong and vigorous with eaſe and refreſhment, 1 Fir 

therefore more ardently deſirous of the combate. This image Deriv 

their frength is inculcated by ſeveral expreſſions, both in the fm N 
| and the application, and ſeems deſign'd in contraſte to the di Divin 


Greeks, who are all waſted and ſpent with toil. 
We have a picture much of this kind. given us by Miten, lk 
where Death is let looſe into the new creation, to glut his 25 

ite, and diſcharge his rage upon all nature. 


e As when a flock 
fra the ro belt, 1 fe xe remote, © 
the attel, to 4 
5 ee, » rA 
With ſcent of 7 carca Nes, def 
Fier Death the following 12 * 
9 grim feature, and npturn d 


EY: wide into the » 
Egan of Me gearey From of 


Taſſo, Canto 10. St, nnd Soldan cover'd 
der Lad Ring tor — _ 


Come dal chinſs evi eaten views * 
Eee tal” hor, che ge, e fi maſtendt; 
. 11 
oy aa ym ini prefonde, * 
762 angue anco fuor tiene ; 
22 ſmugge da la labbra i 
: Tab of tn gid e fratia 
Books 4 ape fame ano wen ſatis. 


@” 


/ 
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Like furious, ruſh'd the Armidenian crew, 
Such their dread ſtrength, and ſuch. their deathful view. 

High in the midſt the great Achilles ſtands, 

He, lov'd of Fove, had launch'd: for Tim's ſhores 
Full fifty veſſels, mann'd with fifty oars: 

Five choſen. leaders the fierce bands obey, 
Himſelf ſupreme in valour, as in ſway. 

Firſt march d Meneſthexs, of celeſtial birth, 
Deriv'd from thee whoſe waters waſh the carth 
Divine Sperchius ! Fove-deſcended flood! 

A mortal mother mixing with a God. 

duch was Meneſthens,. but miſcall'd-by fame 

The ſon of Borws, that eſpous d the dame. 
Eudorus next; whom Polymele the gay 

md in the graceful dance, produc'd to day. 

r, ſly Cyllenius lov'd ; on her would gaze, 

b with Gwvift ſtep ſhe form d the running maze: 


1 


135 
| 


1.211, Deriz/d from him whoſe waters, 8c.) Homer ſeems ro- 
dd that every thing about Achilles ſhall be miraculous. We have 
en his very horſes are of celeſtial origine; and now his com- 
tenders; tho vulgarly reputed the ſons of men, are repreſented as 
he real offspring of ſome deity. The Poet thus enhances the ad- 
ination of his chief hero by every circumſtance with which his 
imagination could furniſh him. 


1d 


vol. IV. = K To 
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220 To her high chamber from Diana's quire, 
The God purſu'd her, 'urg'd, and crown'd his fire. Ml Hac 


The ſon confeſs'd his father's heav'nly race, Thi 
And heir'd his mother's ſwiftneſs in the chace. Ye 

0 Strong Echecleus, bleſt in all thoſe charms 0 Thi 
225 That pleas'd a God, ſucceeded to her arms; Thi 
Not conſcious of thoſe lovey, long hid from fame, « St 


With gifts of price he ſought and won the dame; 
Her ſecret offspring to her Sire ſhe bare; 
Her Sire careſs d him with a parent's care. 
230 Piſander follow'd; matchleſs in his art 
To wing the ſpear, or aim the diſtant dart; 
No hand ſo fure of all th' Emathian line, 
Or if a ſurer, great Patroclus! thine. 
The fourth by Phænix grave command was gracd; 


235 Lirce, valiant offspring led the laſt. Glut 
| T 
v. 220. To her high chamber.) It was the cuſtom of thoſe times 
to aſſign the uppermoſt rooms to the women, that they might be Ran] 
rhe farther remov'd from commerce : Wherefore Penelope in the 7Still 
"Odyſſey mounts up into a garret, and there fits to her buſineſs, 5 
Priam, in the ſixth book, v. 248. had chambers for the Ladies = As v 
his court, under the roof of his palace. | of « 


The Lacedemonians call'd theſe high apartments & a, and 3s the 
word alſo ſigniſies eggs, tis probable it was this that gave occavo! Com 
to the fable of Helex's birth, who is ſaid to be born from an 4! 
Enftathins, 15 3 
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Soon as Achilles with ſuperior care . 4 
Had call'd the chiefs, and order'd all the war, 
This ſtern remembrance to his troops he gave: 
Ye far-fam'd Myrmidons, ye fierce and brave! 
o Think with what threats you dar d the Trojan throng; 
Think what reproach theſe ears endur'd fo long, 
« Stern ſon of Peleus, (thus ye us d to fay, 
While reſtleſs, raging, in your ſhips you lay) 
Oh nurs'd*with gall, unknowing how to yield: 
5* Whoſe rage defrauds us of ſo fam'd a field. i 
If that dire fury muſt for ever burn, LS 
„What make we here? Return, ye Chiefs, return! 
Such were your words--Now warriors grieve no more, 
Lo there the Thojans ! bath your ſwords in gore! 
d This day ſhall give you all your ſoul demands; 
Glut all your hearts! and weary all your hands! . 
Thus while he rowz'd the fire in ev'ry breaſt, 
Cloſe, and more cloſe, the liſt ning cohorts preſt; 
Ranks wedg'd in ranks; of arms a ſteely ring 
Still grows, and ſpreads, and thickens round the King. 
As when a circling wall the builder forms, 
of ſtrength defenſive againſt winds and ſtorms; . 
Compacted ſtones the thickning work compoſe, 
And round him wide the riſing ſtructure grows, 


K 2 


1. 
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.260 So helm to helm, and creſt. to creſt they throng, - 
Shield urg d on ſhield, and man drove man along: Of 
Thick, undiſtinguiſh'd plumes, together join d. Fort 
Float in one ſea, and wave before the wind, 0 
, Far o'er the reſt, in glitt ring pomp appear Oh 
265 There bold Auramadun; Patroclus here; 19 
Brothers in arms, with equal fury fir d; 

Two friends, two bodies with one foul inſpir d. 

But mindful of the Gods, Achilles went 
To the rich. coffer, in his ſhady tent: 

270 There lay on heaps his various garments roll d, 
And coſtly furs, and carpets ſtiff with gold. 
| (The preſents of the ſilrer- footed dame) 

From thence he took a.bowl, of antique frame, 
Which never man had ſtain d with ruddy wine, 
275 Not rais'd.in off rings to the pow s divine, 

But Peleus fon; and Peleus ſon to none 

Had rais'd in aff rings, but to Fove alone. 
This ting d with ſulphur, ſacred firſt to flame, 
He purg'd; and waſh'd it in the running ſtream, 
280 5 hen cleans g. his hands; and fixing for a. ſpace 
His eyes on heaven, his, feet upon the place: 
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of faciifoe, the Purple draught be peur 


Forth in the midſt; and thus the God implorid. 5 


Oh thou ſupreme! high-thron'd all height above! 


Oh great Pelaſgic, Dodonean Fove [8 
| Who 
0 , f , * P ; 
v. 283. And thus :the God amply . Tho' the character of fchil- 
ks every where ſhews '2 mind ſway'd with unbounded paſſions, 
ud entirely regardleſs of all human authority and law; yet he pre- 
ſerves a conſtant reſpect to the Gods, and eppears as zealous in 
te ſentiments and actions of piety as any hero of the Iliad; who 
indeed are all remarkable this way. The preſent paſſage is an ex - 
12 deſcriptinn and perfect ritual of the ceremonies on theſe occa- 
bons. Achilles, tho an urgent affair call'd for his friend's aſſiſtance, 
would not yer ſuffer him to enter the fight, till in a moſt ſolemn, 
manner he had recommended him to the protection of Fapiter : 
And this I think a ironger proof of his tenderneſs and affection 
br Petroclus, than either the grief he exprels'd at his deaths or 
te fury he new d to revenge at. 1 * 
v. 285, Dodonæan Jove.] The frequent mention of Oracles in 
Heer and the ancient authors, may make it not improper to give 
the reader a general account of ſo conſiderable a part of the Gre- 
a ſuperſti ion; which I cannot do better than in che words of 
by friend Mr. Sram, in his excellent and judicious abſtract of 
ke Grecian hiſtory, 
« The Oracles were rank'd among the nobleſt and moſt religi- - 
ous kinds of divinazion ; the deſign of them being to ſettle fuck 
m immediate way of converſe with their Gods, as to be able by 
* them not only to explain things intricate and obſcure, but alſo 
m anticipate the knowledge of future events; and that with tay. 
s greater certainty than they could bope far from men, who out 
* of ignorance and prejudice muſt ſometimes eicher conceal or he- 
ny the truth. 80 that this became the only fafe way of deli- 
teraring upon affairs of any conſequence, either publick or pri- 
ne. Whether to proclam war, or conclude a peace; to inſti» 
tute 2 new form of government, or eaat new laws; all was 
o de done with the advice and approbation of the Oracle, whoſe 
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Who midſt ſurrounding froſts, and vapours chill, (V 
Preſide on bleak Dodona's vocal hill: Th 
| | (Whol 

id 7 p et 0 
« the cauſes of Oracles, Jupiter was look'd upon as the firſt cus i © tt 
© of this, and all other forts of divination; he had the book of f © 
© before him, and out of that reveal'd either more or leſs, a be © © 
« pleag'd, to inferior dæmons. But to argue more rationally, tis Wi © © 
«*« way of acceſs to the Gods has been branded as one of the ei- F 
< eſt and profleſt pieces of prieſteraft, that obrain'd in the word. Wl © fo 
« For the prieſts, whoſe dependence was on the Oracles, when WWW Po 
* they found the cheat had got ſufficient footing, allow'd no ma Wl dic 
to conſult the Gods without coſtly ſacrifices and rich preſents v *1 
« themſelves : And as few could bear this expence, it ſery'd uf . 
. © raiſe their credit among the common people, by keeping them I et 
nat an awful diſtance. And to heighten their efteem with eff, ſer 


« better and wealthier ſort; even they were only admitted upon i we 
few ſtared days: By which the thing appear'd till more myſt 


« rious, and for want of this good management muſt quickly hae Pur 
* been ſeen through, and fall to the ground; But whatever jag © the 
« gling there was as to the religious part, Oracles had certainly dhe 
good effect as to the publick ; being admirably ſuited to the E © the! 
* nius of a people, who would join in the moſt deſperate expeſ * cert 
* dition, and admit of any change of government, when they u dhe) 
« derſtood by the Oracle it was the irreſiſtible will of the Gods * 99: 
© This was the method Minos, Lycurgus, and all the famous lw. Wer 
* givers took; and indeed they found the people ſo entirely ell vor 
< voted to this part of religion, that it was generally the ese w 
and ſometimes the only way of winning them ito a complan de 
« And then they took care to have them deliver'd in ſuch mb igt 
guous terms, 2s to admit of different conſtructions acc, wer 
ing to the exigency of the times; ſo that they were gener, We 
interpreted to the advantage of the tate, unleſs ſumetimes they ry 
« happen'd to be bribery or flattery in the caſe; as when De boly 
nes complain'd that the Pythia ſpoke as Philip would have! * 


« The moſt numerous, and of greateſt repute, were che Qracles 


4 Apello; who in ſubordination to Fapitery was appointed to prebe ſices py 


« off 


3 <» 
"3 
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{Whoſe groves, the Sell, race auſtere! ſurround, 
Their feet -unwaſh'd, their ſl umbers on the ground; 


« over, and inſpire all ſorts of prophets and diviners. And amongſt 
« theſe, the Delphian challeng'd the firſt place, nor ſo much in re- 
« ſpe& of its antiquity, as irs perſpicuity and cerrainty ; infomuch 
that the anſwers of the Tripos came to be uſed proverbially for 
« dear and. infallible truths. Here we muſt. not omit the firſt 
Pythia or prieſteſs of this famous Oracle in heroic verſe. They 
« found a ſecret charm in numbers, which made every thing look 
« pompous and weighty. . And hence it became the general prac- 
« tice of legiſlators and philoſophers, to deliver their laws and 
«.maxims-in that dreſs: And ſcarce any thing in thoſe ages was 
'«.writ of excellence or moment but in verſe. This was the dawn 
of poetry, which ſoon grew into repute; and ſo long as it 
« ſery'd to ſuch noble purpoſes as religion and government, poets 
« were highly honour d, and admitted into a ſhare of the admini- 
« ftration. But by that time it arriv'd to any perfection, they 
« purſu'd more mean and ſervile ends; and as they proſtituted 
* their muſe, and debaſed the ſubject, they ſunk proportionably in 
« their eſteem and dignity. As to the hiſtory of Oracles, we find 
them mention'd in the very infancy of Greece; and it is as un- 
certain when they were finally extinct, as when they began. For 
« they often loſt their prophetick faculty for ſome time, and re- 
© cover'd it again. I know *tis a common opinion, that they 
were univerfally fflenc'd upon our Saviour's appearance in the 
world: And if the Devil had been permitted for ſo many ages 
to delude mankind, it might probably have been ſo. But we 
re affur'd' from hiſtory, that ſeveral of them continu'd till the 
* reign of Falian the apoſtate, and were conſulted by him: And 
* therefore I look upon the whole buſineſs as of human contri- 
* vance; an egregious impoſture founded upon ſuperſtition, and 
* carry'd on by policy and intereſt, till the brighter Oracles of the 

* holy ſcriptures diſpell'd theſe miſts of error and enthuſiaſm.” - 
v. 285. Pelaſgic, Dodonæan Jove.] Achilles invokes Fapiter 
vith theſe particular appellations, and repreſents to him the ſer- 
vices perform d by theſe prieſts and prophets ; making theſe ho- 
K 4 nours, 
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290 Who hear, from ruſtling eaks, thy dark decrees; | 
And catch the fates, low-whifper'd in the breeze.) 
| Hen, 


nours, paid in his own countrey, his claim for the protection of 
vhe Deity. Fupiter was loak'd upon as the firſt cauſe of all div 
nation and oracles, from whence he had the appellation of wary. Or: 
dr, 7.8. v. 250. The firſt oracle of Dodona was founded by 
the Pelaſgi, the moſt ancient of all the inhabitants of Greece, which = 
3s confirm'd by this verſe of He od, preſery'd by the Scholiaft 0 by 
Sophocles Trachin, . 


Aa cirw, guy ve 1 


The Oaks of this place were ſaid do be endow'd with — 

prophetick ſpirit; the prieſts who gave anſwers i 
ſelves in theſe trees; a practice which — 2 
30g ages have render 'd not improbable. 

v. 288. Whoſe groves the Belli, race anſtere! &c.] Homer ſeems 
to me to ſay clearly enough, that theſe priefts lay on the ground 
and forbore the bath, ro honour by theſe auſterities the God by 
ſerv'd; for he ſays, ce di, H and this 40 / can in my 
opinion only ſignify for yew, that is to ſay, to pleaſe you, and fo 
your honowr. This .example is remarkable, but I do not think it 
Gngular ; and the earlieſt antiquity may furniſh us with the like 
of pagans, who by an auſtere life try'd to pleaſe their Gods. Ne 
vertheleſs I am obliged to ſay, that Swraho, who ſpeaks ar large of 
theſe Selli in his ſeventh bock, has not taken this auſterity of lie 
for an effect of their devotion, but for a remain of dhe grolines 

. of their anceſtors; who being Barbarians, and ſtraying raw cour- 
rey co oountrey, had no bed but the earth, and never uſed a bat 
But it is no way unlikely that what was in thb firſt Paloſgios 
{who founded this Oracle) only cuſtora and uſe, might be conti 

nu'd by theſe prieſts thro* devorion. How many things do we 1 
bis day ſee, which were in their exiginal only ancient manner, 
and which are continu'd thro* zeal and a ſpirit of religion? It He 
very probable that theſe prieſts by this bard living had a mind i 
attract the admiratian and confidence of a people ho lov'd luxury 
and delicacy ſo much. 1 was willing to earch into antiquity is 
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Hear, as of old! Thou gar ft., at Thetis pray r, 
Glory to me, and to the Greeks deſfar --. 
ear, 1 | 5 TY 


% ve original of theſe gell, prieſts of Zopiter, bur found coking ſo 
** ancient as Homer: Herodotus writes in his ſecond book, that the 
* Oracle of Dadowa was the ancienteſt in Crecae, und that it was 2 
- long time the only one; but what he adds, that it was founded by 
40 an eFigyptian woman, who was the prieſteſs of it, is contract ed 
dy this paſſage of Homer, who ſhews that. in the rime of the Bo- 
jan war this temple was ſerv'd by men call'd Selli, and not by wo- 
men. Strabo informs us of a curious ancient tradition, importing, 


hem 
cend 
eems BY poets is he who has moſt imitated Hemer, ſpeaks in Hike manner 
ound WY of cheſe prieſts in one of bis plays, where Hercndes ſuys do his fon 
whey BY Hias; «1 will declare to thee 2 new Oracle, which perfectlyagree 
a ny WY © with this ancient one; I my ſelf having enter d into the ſacred 
d fo BY © wood inhabited by the auſtere Gili, who the on the ground/writ 
ok it WY © this anfwer of the oak, which is conſecrated ro my father Ju- 
like AY © iter, and which renders his oracles in all langunges. Darier. 
Ne- v. 288.] Homer in this verſe uſes a word which 1 think fin- 
ge of BY ear and remarkable, ywopFras I cannot believe that it was put 
f le fimply for pra, but am perſualed that this term ineiudets 
dine BY ſome particular ſenſe, and ſhews ſome cuſtom but lictle known, 
coun- Bl which I would willingly diſcover. In che Sdho/fa of Didymns there 
bac BY is this remark ; «© They call'd thoſe whoAerv'd-in the temple, and 
fries © who explain'd the Oracles render'd by the prieſts, hypophets, or 
dont © 19:der-prophers,”” It is certain that there were in the temples fer- 
we u vitors, or ſubaltern -minifters, who for the fake of gain undertook 
men WI © explain the Oracles which were obſcure. This cuſtom ſeems 
Avery well eſtabliſh'd in the Jon of Emvipides ; where that young 
ind n child (after having ſaid that the prieſteſs is ſeated on the tripod, + 
«nd renders the Oracles which - Apollo -dj&ares to her) addrefles . 
tiuſelf ro thoſe who ſerve in the temple, and bids them go and 
K 5 walh 
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Lo to the dangers of the fighting field 

295 The beſt, the deareſt of my friends, I yield: 
Tho ſtill determin'd, to my ſhips confin'd, 

> FPatroclus gone, I ſtay but half behind. 

Oh! be his guard thy providential car,, 
Confirm his heart, and firing his arm to war: 

300 Preſs'd by his ſingle force, let Heftor fee _ | 

| His fame in arms, not owing all to me. 


| * 


waſh in the Caftalien fountain, to come again into the temple, n Anc 
explain the Oracles to thoſe who ſhould demand the explication of 
them. Homer therefore means to ſhew, that theſe Selli were, in \ 
the temple of Dodons; thoſe ſubaltern miniſters that interpreted Inv: 
the Oracles. But this, after all, does not appear to agree with the 
preſent paſſage: For, beſides that the cuſtom was not eſtabliſh'd in As 
Homer's time, and that there is no footſtep of it founded in tha 
early age ; theſe Sell; (of whom Homer ſpeaks) are not bere mi- Fou 
niſters ſubordinate to others, they are plainly the chief prieſts. The | 
explication of this word therefore mult be elſewhere ſought, and 
ſhall offer my conjecture, which I ground upon the nature of this 
Oracle of Dodena, which was very different from all the other 0- 
racles: In all other temples the prieſts deliver'd. the Oracles which v. 
they had receiv'd from their Gods, immediately: But in the tem- tus 1 
ple of Dodong, Jupiter did not utter his Oracles to bis prieſts, but 
to his Selli; he render'd them to the oaks, and the wonderful oaks . 
render'd them to the prieſts, who declar d them to thoſe who con- 4 
ſulted them : 80 prieſts were not properly SN pro- 
pbets, ſince they did not receive thoſe anſwers fronf the mouth of 
their God immediately; but they were vwoqyras, under - prophen. 
becauſe receiv'd them from the mouth of the oaks, if I may v. 
fay fo. the oaks, properly ſpeaking, were the prophets, the firlt I Home 
ancerpreters of Jupiter's Oracles; and the Selli were $wopgre, un- elt th 
der-prophers, becauſe they pronounc'd what the oaks had fad. I fend! 
Thus Homer, in one fingle Word, includes a very curious piece of fi body 
antiquity. Padier. | deen 
13 n a f But „ — 
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But when the fleets are ſav d from foes and fire, 
Preſerve his arms, preſerve his ſocial train, 

And ſafe return him to theſe eyes again! 
Great Fove conſents to half the chicf's requeſt. 
But heay'n's eternal doom denies the reſt; . 

To free the fleet was granted to his prayer; 
His ſafe return, the winds diſper d in air. 

o hack to his tent the ſtern Achilles flies, 

And waits the combat with impatient eyes. 
Meanwhile the troops beneath Patroclur' care, 
Invade the Trojans, and commence the war. 

As waſps, provok'd by children in their play, 
Four from their manſions by the broad high-way, 
In 


Wis in his 11 acid. 


Andiit & woti Phabus ſuccedere 

Meute dedit ; partem volacres diſperſit in anras. 
Sterneret at brd turbatam morte Camillam 
Annnit oranti ; reducem ut patria alta videret 


Non dedit, inque notes vocem vertere procells. 


v. 314. As waſps, provol d, Kc. One may chſerve, that tho# 
Homer ſometimes takes his fimilicudes from the meaneſt and-ſmall- 
ſt things in nature, yet he orders it ſo as by their appearance to 
henalize and give luſtre to his greateſt heroes. Here he likens ® 
body of Myrmidons to 2 neſt of waſps, not on account of their 
ſtrength and bravery, but of their heat and reſentment. Virgil has 
varia K 6 imicaed 


1-.306. On joue agrees to half}. Virgil has finely imitated - 
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In ſvarms the gultdekh trarllats'engage} © ww fot 
Wbet all their ſtings, and cal — agh 
All riſe in arms, and with a gem ral o-, 
Aſſert their waxen domes, and buzzing progeny. 
320 Thus from the tents the feryent legion farms, 
So loud their clamours, and ſo keen their arms, 
Their riſing rage Parroclus breath inſpires, 
Who thus inflames them with heroick fires. 
Oh warriors, Part'ners of Achille? praiſe! 
325 Be mindful of your deeds in ancient days: 


Your godlike maſter let your acts procam 1 
And add new glories to his mighty name. WO Wh 


tmitared theſe humble compariſons, as when he -agmpares the Vat 
Þuilders of Carthage to bees. Homer has carry'd it a little farther WI The 
in another place, where he compares the ſoldiers to flies, for their 

duſy induſtry and perſeverance about a dead body; not diminiſhing 8 (Wh 
his heroes. by the ze of theſe ſmall animals, but raiſing his com- s 
pariſons from certain properties inherent in them, Which feferr | 


our obſervation. Euſtathius. * wich ' The 
This brings into my ming 2 pretty be in Haves 

xs very much in jhe\fmapliciy A the old father of poetry. © His 

At gentle ſhepherd in ſmeet even-tide, 


When ruddy Wer ins to melbe in wefls # 
High on 4 hill, bis to viewen wide, 

_ 9 
e 
All firiving to in ceble Pings, 
That from Yhelr Sener bit wo whit ker. f, | 
But with his clownifh hand their tender — 


644K 
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Think, your Aabull foes you fight : Be haue, 

And humble the proud monarch whom you fre. 

) Joyful they heand, and kindling as he ple 
Flew to the fleet, invaly'd in fire and fe. 

From ſhore te here the doubling fhouts refund, 

The hollow ſhips netura a deeper {ound. 

The war toad fill and all around them gu d. 

When great Aabiller lining armour blaz d: 

Troy ſaw, and thought the dread Achilles nigh, 

At once they ſee, they tremble, and they fly. 
Then firſt thy ſpear, divine Patrocius flew, 
Where the war rag d. and where the tumult grew. 

,Cloſe to the ſtern of that fam d ſhip; which bore 
Unbleſt Prayeſilanc to Alan 's ſhore, 

The great, Peauian, bold Pyrechmes, odd; 
(Who led His bands from Axiu” winding flood) 

His houlder-blade seceives the fal rounds _ 

[The grazning wartior pants upon the ground. 
ade au eee 
Fly diverſe, Icatter d oe the diſtant plain, 

?utroclu? arm forbids the ſpreading fre, 
And from che kaff burn id day proud Troy retirese 

bed from the ſmoke the joyful navy lies; | 

ly heaps on hezpy the foe tumultuous fies5” + 
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Bot 
Triumphant: Grice her reſeu'd decks aſcend. re 
And loud acckim. the ſtarry region rends. * 


So when thick clouds inwrap the mountains head, 
355 Oer heav'n's expanſe like one black cicling ſpread; Fore 
, Sudden, the Thund' rer with a flaſhing'rays 10 


| Nov 

Burſts thro” tho darkneſs; and lets down-the diy: I zur 
The hills ſhine'out} the rocks in proſpect riſe, 4 
And ſtreams; and vales, and foreſts ſtrike the eyes, 188 
FFF 

„Nin . „ aid. * 


v. 354. So when thick clouds, &c.] All the commentators take Wl The 
this compariſon in a ſenſe different from that if which it 1s here 
tranſlated. They ſuppoſe Jupiter is here deſcribed cleaving the air ) Heac 
with a flaſh of lightning, and ſpreading a gleam of light over a Th 
high mountain, which a black cloud held bury'd in darkneſs. The J 
application is made to Patroclus falling on the Trojans, and giving I Phyli 
reſp ite to the Greeks, who were plung'd in obſcurity. Euſtathiu i 
gives this interpretation, but at the ſame time acknowledges it im- His 
proper in this compariſon to repreſent the extinction of the flames 
by the darting of lightning. This explanation, is ſolely founded 0 
the expreſſion reponuſepira Zed c, falgærator Jupiter, which epichet In d 

s often applied when no ſuch action is ſuppoſed. The molt ob: 
vious ſignification of che words in this paſlage, gives a more natu- 
ral and agreeable image, and admits of a juſter application. "The 
fimile ſeems to be of Fapiter diſperſing a black could which bad Wi I. 
cover'd a high mountain, whereby a beautiful proſpe&, which wa iſ ok 
before hid in darkneſs; ſuddenly appears. This is applicable ts 
the preſent ſtate of the Greeks, after Patrocles had extinguiſh'd the 
flames, whick began to ſpread clouds of ſmoak over the fleet. It 
is Homer's deſign in his compariſons to apply them to the moſi ob- 
vious and ſenfible image of the thing to be illuſtrated 5. which his 
commentators too frequently endezvoor to hide by moral and alle- 
gorical refinements; and thus injure the Poet, mare, by atrribuurg 
io him what does not belong to him, than by refuſing him what 
is really his own. 


l; 
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The ſmiling ſcene wide opens to the fig, 2 nl 

And all th' unmeaſur d Buber flames with light; ' 
But Trey repuls'd, and ſeatter d o'er the plains, 

Forc'd from the navy, yet the fight maintains, 

Now ev'ry Greek ſome hoſtile hero Nlew, i "6E 

- But ſtill the foremoſt, bold Patruclur fl.: 

As Areilycus had turn'd him round, ' oO ©, 

Sharp in his thigh he felt the piercing wound ; 

The brazen-pointed ſpear with vigour thrown, 

The thigh transfix d, and broke the brittle bone: 

 Headlong he fell. Next Thoas was thy chance, © © 

Thy breaft, unarm'd, receiv'd the Spartan lance. AY * 

Plylides dart, (as Amphiclus drew nigh) | 

His blow prevented, and tranſpierc'd his thigh, 

Tore all the brawn, and rent the nerves away; te 02 


, th 


[ 


fln darkneſs, and in death, the warrior lay. 
It is much the ſame image with that of Milton in his ſecond 
er e TIO 


As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds 
2 while — e eps, 0'erſpread 
eav'ns chearful face; the low'ring element 3 
| Scowls ver the darkned ſnow or ſh 447 $28 
chance the radiant ſum with farewell ſweet | 145 
end his evening beam, the fields revive, 
. The birds their notes renew, the bleating herds | 
Aiteſt their joy, that hill and valley rings, 


* 
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In equal arms 4wo.ſJons of N hand, cr 81 

And we _—_ 7 

By great dilate, Agne dien. Wahi 

_ Pierc'd ia the flank; lamented youth! he fins.” The 

Wo Kind Maris, bloeding in his brother's wound, : Plun 

Furious he flies, his mud rer to engage. > At 

But godlike Zinafamed prevents his rage, Lycon 

Between his arm and ſhoulder aims a blow; In v: 

385 His arm falls ſpouting on the duſt below: Now 

Ae finks, with cadlefs darkneſs cover d o'er, 8 

And vents bis ſoul effus d with guſhing gore. The 

Slain by two brothers, thus two brochers ia The 

Sarpedon's friends, Amiſadaru, ſecd ; Full 

390 Amſodarns, who, by furies led, | The 

The bane of men, abhorr'd Chimera bred ; 1 Hung 

skill d in the dart in vain, his ſons expire, 0 

e eee phos grey Woh. Fire 

| back 

v. 390. Amiſodarus, who, 8cc.] A eme wag King of col His 1 

Bellerepheu marry d his daughter. The ancients gueſs'd from di N 
paſſage that the Chimera was not 2 fiction, fince Homer marks the 

time wherein ſhe liv'd, and the Prince with whom ſhe liy'd ; tbe) His « 
thought it was ſome beaſt of that Prince's herds, who being gr0%" 

forious and mad had done & great deal of miſchief, like the c bene 

dewian boar. Enftathins. © 5 Craf 


» 


Stopfe 
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Stopp'd in the tumult Claus lies, | 
r Beneath Oles arm, a living prize; 9H 

A living prize not lang the” Tivjan food; | GG 
The thirſty fauldiion drank his reeking blood. 
Plung'd in his throat the fmoaking weapon lies 3 

Back death, and fate unpitying, ſeal his eyes. 
> Amid the ranks, with mutual thirſt of fame, 
[you the brave, and fierce Penelens eame; © 

In yain their jay ius at each other fler, 

Now, met in arms, their eager fwords they drew, 

on the plum'd creſt of his Bavtian foe, — 
The daring Lycon aim'd a noble blow ; 2 
The ſword broke thort ; but his, Penelens ſped dl, 
Full on the juncture of the neck and head: 

The head, divided by a ſtroke fo juſt, | 

Hung by the skin: the body ſunk to duſt. 
Oertaken Neamas by Merios bleeds, 
pere d thro” the ſhoilder as he mounts his fleeds; 
Back from the car he tumbles to the ground; 
His ſwimming ces eternal Shades Surround. | 

Next Zyymas was doom'd his fate to feel, , 
(His open'd mouth receiv'd the Crecaw ſtoel: 
Beneath the hrain the point. a paſſage tore, 
Craſh'd the thin bones? and drown'd the teeth in ger 


His. 
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His mouth, his eyes, his noſtrils pour a flood; Dar 

He ſobs his ſoul out in the guſh of blood. ud 

420 As when the flocks neglected by the ſwain gp 
(Or kids, or lambs) lie ſcatter d o'er the plain, Dire 

9 A troop of wolves th* unguarded charge ſurvey. * 


And rend the trembling, unreſiſting prexv. The 
Thus on the foe the Greeks impetuous came; Whi 

425 Toy fled, unmindful of her former fame. My. 
But ſtill at Hectar godlike Ajax aim d. oa 

Still, pointed at his breaſt, bis jav lin flam'd: Soc 


The Trojan chief, experienc d in the field, 
Ofer his broad ſhoulders ſpread, the maſly ſield. re. 
430 Obſerv'd the ſtorm of darts the Grecians pour, 


Tier 
And on his buckler caught the ringing how'r.. run 
He ſees for Greece the ſcale of conqueſt; riſe, hic 
Yet ſtops, and turns, and fayes his lov d allies. Cou 


As when the hand of Fove, a tempeſt forms, Th 
435 And rolls the cloud to. blacken heay'n) with Rm. I c 
| | = 


bY ** 
&# # — 


| ce MMIDER 333 Of F320 153 203 nen 

v. 433. Tet Hops, and turns, end ſaves his lov'd allies. ] Home 
repreſents Habe, 2. he retires, making a ſtand fim time why 7 he 
to ſave his troops : And he expreſſes it by this fingle word dl. 

kupre for db does not only ſignify to f, but likewiſe in be 
retiting to ſtop from time to time; for this is the power of the And 
prepoſition d, as in the word ara pax, which ſigni bes 10 
fight by fits and flarts; d, to wreſtle ſeveral -rimes, and in 


many.others.| | Baſtatbind, 11101) [11 > | 


Dar 
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Dark o'er the fields th aſonding vapour flies, 
And ſhades the ſun, and blots the golden dies: 
So from the ſhips, along the dusky plain, 
Dire Flight and Terror drove the Trojan train. 
Ev'n Hector fled; thro? heaps of diſarray 

The fiery courſers forc'd their Lord away: 

While far behind his Trojens fall confus'd, | / 
Wedg'd in the trench, in one vaſt carnage bruigd; +!" © > 
Ctariots on chariots roll;'the claſhing ſpokes '- 

Shock ; while the madding ſteeds break ſhort their yokes: 
I vain they labour up the ſteepy mound ; 

Their charioteers lie foaming on the ground. | 
Fierce on the rear, with ſhouts, Zarrolu flies 3. 
Tumultuous clamour fills the fields and skies; 

Thick drifts of duſt involve their rapid flight; 

Clouds riſe on clouds, and heay'n is ſnatch'd from fight, 
Th' affrighted ſteeds, their dying Lords caſt down, | 
Scour o'er. the fields, and ſtretch to reach the town. 
Loud o'er the rout was heard the vidtor's cry, 

where the war bleeds, and where the thickeſt dic, 
Where horſe and arms, and chariots lic Sarde 


\ mls 


1 * 
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No flop, 20 check the leeds ef Prbus Knew. 
From bank to bank th immortal courſers fleve;, 


Smoaks thre? the ranks, o'crtakes the flying war, "F 
And thunders after Hefor ; Hilo flies, | Tho! 


Farrocius ſhakes his lance ; but fate denies. | 
; Not with leſs noiſe, with leſs impetuous force, 
465 The tyde of Dejan urge their deſp rate courſe, hs 
Than when in autumn Fove his fury pours, | 
And earth is landen with inocffint fhow'rs, | 
V. 459. From "_ to bank th* immortal — Kc.) Hr 
mer has made of Heffor's horſes all chat poetry could make ofcom- 
mon and mortal horſes; they ſtand on the bank of the ditch, foany ine th 
ing and neighing for madneſs that By cannot leap it. But the WA" '*: 
immortal horſes of Adhulles find no ; they leap the dit Wi 


and fly into the plain, Enffathins ' 
v. 466. Than when in antzmn Jove his fury po 


ben gailiy wortals, &c.] | : _ 
The Poet in this image of an inundation, takes occaſion to men- 4 


tion a ſentiment of great piety, chat ſuch cilamities were the & 
fects of divine-juftige punalhing dhe Hs ef mapkiad, . This mige 
probably refer to the tradition of an univerſal deluge, which wa By. - 
very common among the ancient heathen wrreres; melt of chem 
 aſcriding the cauſe of this deluge ro the wrath of benen provokes BY 
by the wickedneſs of men. Diodores Sicnkis, I. 15. c. F. ſpeaking for 
of an earthquake and inundation, which defirry'd a great part d 
' Greece, in the hundred and firſt Ohmpiad, has theſe words. There 
was 4 great diſpute concernirig the canſe of this calamity: The natwal 
philoſophers generally aſcribed ſuch events to neceſſary canſes, not ts a) 
Swine hand : But they who had more devont ſentiments gave à mot 
frohable acconnt hereof ; aſſerting, that it was the * 


y, © 


* 
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(When guilty mortals break th eternal laves, 

And judges brib d. betray the righteous cauſe} 

From their deep beds he bids the rivers riſc, 

And opens all the floodgates of the skies: 

hole fields are droven'd, and mountains ſwept away; 
ud roars the deluge till it meets the main; 

d trembꝰ ing man ſees all his habours vain, 

And now the chief (the foremoſt troops repelld) 
to the ſbips his deſtin d progreſs held, | 
ore down, half Tioy in his reſiſtleſ way, 05 
id forc d the couted ranks: to ſtand the dag. 


at IN 07 22 Ge tu 


ime that bromght this deſirntlion pn men who had offended the Gods 
th their impiety. And then proceeds to give mn account of thoſi 
mes which drew down this puniſhment upon them. 

This is one, among 2 thoafind inftances; of r indirect 
Theſt agreeably break in upon his reader even in deſcrip- 
a; and poetica here one naturally expects only painting 
x amuſement. We have virtue put upon us by ſurprize, and are 
x'd to find a thing where we ſhould never have look d to meet 
ih it. I muſt do a noble-Eng/jþ poet the juſtice to obſerve, that 
i; this: part. lar at thmt is the very diſtinguiſhing. excellence of 
*Hill ; throughout which, the deſcriptions of placet, and 
wes mid by the Poet, are ſtill rending to ſome hint, or leading 
the ame manner as the real. fight of ſuch ſcenes and proſpecta 
t to pive the ind a-cormpoe'd turn, and inline it to thoughts 
( comemplinions that have a relation to che object. 
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480 Between the ſpace where filver Simois flows, = 
Where lay the fleets, and where the rampires roſe, he f 

All grim in duſt and blood, Patroclus ſtands, N 

And turns the ſlaughter on the conqu'ring bands, Lag 

| Firſt Pronaus dy d beneath his fiery. dart, ' 1 / + pull 


485 Which pierc'd below the ſhield his valiant heart. 
Theſfor was next; who ſaw the chief appear, 
And fell the victim of his coward fear; 
Shrunk up he fate, with wild and haggard eye, 
Nor ſtood to combate, nor had force to fly: 
400 Patroclus mark'd him as he ſhunn'd the war, 
And with unmanly tremblings ſhook the car, 
And gropp'd the flowing reins. Him *twixt the jaws 
The jav'lin ſticks, and from the chariot draws. 
As on a rock that over hangs the main, 
5 An angler, ſtudious of the line and cane, 
Some mighty fiſh dravvs panting to the ſhore; 
Not with leſs eaſe the barbed nnn 


de. Between the ſpace where ſilver Simm, flows 
Where lay the ſhips, and where the y oy 
1 looks aryGrſt Sight a if Pate was very 
Soicnders of ciatthe whatr Nudes the — en 
_ to their town, and holds an engagement with em between 
ſhips, the river, and the wall. But he ſeems afterwards thro 
ry haſte to have ſlipt his commands, for his orders were that 
ſhould drive em from the ſhips, and then preſently return; 
he proceeds farther, and his death is the conſequence, Enftati 


— WP 
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The gaping” daſtard: As the ſperr was hook, 

He fell, and life his heartleſs breaſt forſook. © 
Next on Eryalus he flies; a ſtone | 

Large as a rock, was by his fury thrown: 
Full on his crown the pond vous fragment flew 

4nd burſt the helm, and cleft the head in two: 
Prone to the ground the breathleſs warrior fell, 

And death involy'd him with the ſhades of hell. 

Then low in duſt Epaltes, Echins, lie; 

peu, Evippus, Pohmalas, die 

iu Mee en Bw Hook 12 

Where'er he moves, the growing ſlaughters ſpread | 

h heaps on heaps; a monument of dead. | 
When now Sarpedon his brave friends beheld 
roy ling in duſt, and gaſping on the field, 


— 


| 
v. 512, e Key n Poul fig e 
r death of e ir will not be iger to give 8 

ch of ſome particulars which conſtitute a character the moſt 
h eſs and amiable in che whole Iliad. This hero is by birth ſu- 
ier to all the chiefs of eicher fide, deivg ths oply a of Fore, 
beaged in this war. His qualities of wa wg Arid" 


n fe he every where u s equal in valour, 3 
. nilh'd with any af thoſe defedts with which the , This. 


2 liſhing characters of the Poem are ſtain'd. So that the niceſt 
c 
18 
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. 14 
F15 Oh ſtain to honour! oh diſgrace, to arm 8 
Foorſake, inglorious, the contended plain? . 7 

The task. be mine this hero's ſtrength to tr. T 


Who mows whole troops, and makes an army fly. v 


$20 He ſpake; and ſpeaking, leaps from off the car; 
Patroclus lights, and ſteraly waits: the war. 


obliged to own the manners of this hero perfe& His valour i 
neither raſh nor boiſterous ; bis prudence neither timorous nor 
tricking ; and his eloquence neither talkative nor boaſting. He 


never reproaches the living, or infules the dead: but appears uni 

form thro* his conduct in the war, ated with the ſame generou 

ſentiments that engaged him in it, having no intereſt in 1 W 

rel but to ſuccour his allies in diſtreſs.. This. noble, life is er 8 

with a death as glorious ; for in his laſt moments he has to oh ] * 

_— but for the honour. of his friendz, and the event of the 

* 
Homer juſtly repreſents ſich a character to he attended with uni- 
eem ; As he was greatly honour'd when living, he is 

much lamented when dead, as the chief prop of Troy, The Poet 1 ; 

by his death, even before that of Hector, prepares us to expect d * 

deſtruction of that towns. when its two great defenders are a riot 

more: and in order to make it the more fignal and remarkable, 8 
s the only death in the Iliad attended with prodigies; Even hi 6f 1 

funeral is perform'd by divine aſſiſtance, he being the only her lie 

wheſe body is carried, back to be interr'd- in his native country br 

and 1 wy monuments erected to his fame, Theſe pecu — 

var nguilhing honours ſeem 2p ur Authar 

to bim alone, TEES = 

ND TAG heroes. 


414 1 . 
1 . 


- 


I 
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As when two vulturs on the mountain's height 
Stoop with reſounding pinions to the fight; 
They cuff, they tear, they raiſe a ſcreaming cry; 
15 The deſert echoes, and the rocks reply: 

The warriors thus oppos'd in arms, engage 
With-equal clamours, and with equal rage. 

Jove view'd the combate, whoſe event foreſcen; 
He thus beſpoke his Siſter and his Queen. | 
0 The hour dfaws on; the deſtinies ordain, 

My godlike ſon ſhall preſs the .Phrygian plain; 
Already on the verge of death he ſtands, 

His life is ow d to fierce Patroclus' hands. 
What paſſions in a parent's breaſt debate! 
Say, ſhall I ſnatch him from impending fate, 


And 


v. 522. As when two vulturs.) Homer compares Patrodaus and 
Sarpeden to two vulturs, becauſe they appear'd to be of equal 
ſtrength and abilities, when they had diſmounted from their cha- 
riots. For this reaſon he has choſen to compare them to birds of 
the ſame kind; as on another occaſion, to image the like equality 
of ſtrength, he reſembles both Hector and Patrocius to lions: Bur a 
_ litdle after this place, diminiſhing the force of Sarpedon, he com- 
pares him to a bull, and Patrocias to @ lion. He has placed theſe 
vulturs upon a high rock, becauſe it is their nature to perch there, 
rather than in the boughs of trees. Their crooked ralons make 
them unſit to walk on the ground, they could not fight ſteadily in 
the air, and therefore their fitteſt place is the rock. Enftathins. 


v. $35. Says ſhell I ſnatch him from impending fate.) It appears I 
by this paſſage, that Homer was of opinion, that the power of 
Vor. IV. ; L 


* 
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Arid ſend him ſafe to Lycia, diſtant far 
From all the dangers and the toils of war; 


A ' 


God could over-rule fate or deſtiny. It has puzzled many to d. 
ſtinguiſh exactly the notion of "the heathens as to this point. Mr, 
Dryden contends that Frpiter was limited by the deſtinies, or (to 


uſe his expreſſion) was no better than book-keeper to them. He 


grounds it upon a paſſage in the tenth book of Virgil where Ju 
iter mentions this inſtance of Sarpedon as a proof of his yielding to 
the faces. Bur both that, and his citation from Ovid, amounts to 


no more than that Japiter gave way to deſtiny ; not that he could 


not prevent it; the contrary to which is plain from his doubt and 


deliberation in this place. And indeed whatever May be inferr'd 


of other poets, Homer's opinion at leaſt, as to the diſpenſations uf 


God to man, has ever ſeem'd to me very clear, and diſtinctiy a- 
greeable to truth. We ſhall find, if we examine his whole works 
with an eye to this doctrine, that he aſſigns three cauſes of all the 


good and evil that happens in this world, which be takes a par- 


ticular care to diſtinguith, Firſt the will of God, ſuperior to all, 


—— Ales Fa ; Kr Bay. Il. e 
K«6—— et Sid c $12 21772 At ur. II. 19. V. 90. 
Zivs dae ve xaxcr v. - &c. 


Secondly, d:ftiny or fate, meaning the laws and order of nature 
affecting the conſtitutions of men, and diſpoſing them to good ot 
evil, proſperity or misfortune ; which the ſupreme Being, if it be 
his pleaſure, may over-rule, (as he is inclin'd to do in this place) 
but which he generally ſuffers to rake effect. Thirdly, our own 
Free will, which either by (prudence overcomes thoſe natural in- 
fjuences and paſſions, or by folly ſuffers us to fall under them. 


-Oaff 1. v. 32. | e 


To, aire color Is rv One Bpolel x widwrren, 
"BE r ap ve Kak” 5 prin 0; Of wal avrol 
Teri arad}ax{yru Carp Hi axyt 3 xuem, 
Why charge mankind on heav'n their oven offence, 
Ind call their woes the crime of providence? 
Blind ! -mwho themſelves their miſeries create, 


* 
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Or to his doom my braveſt offspring yield, 
And fatten, with celeſtial blood, the field? 


540 Then thus the Goddeſs with the radiant eyes: 


What words are theſe? O ſov'reign of the skies! 
Short is the date preſcrib'd to mortal man; ; 
Shall Fove, for one, extend the narrow ſpan, | 


% 


Whoſe bounds were fix'd before his race began ? 


$45 How many ſons of Gods, foredoom'd to death, 


Before proud iow, mult reſign their breath! 

Were thine exempt, debate would riſe above, 

And murm'ring pow'rs condemn their partial Fove. 
Give the bold chief a glorious fate in fight; 


770 And when th' aſcending ſoul has wing d her flight, 


Let Sleep and Death convey, by thy command, 


The breathleſs body to his native land. 


v. 551. Let ſleep and death convey, by thy command, 
The breathleſs body to his native land. 
The hiſtory or fable received in Homer's time, imported, that Far- 
pedon was interr'd in Zyca, but it faid nothing of his death, This 
gave the Poet the liberty of making him die at Trey, provided that 
after his death he was carry d into Tycia, to preſerve the fable. 
The expedient propos'd by Immo ſolves all; Sarpedon dies at Troy» 
and is interr'd at Dua; and what renders this probable is, that in 
thoſe times, as at this day, Princes and perſons of quality who 
dyd in foreign parts were carry'd into their own country. to. be 
laid in the rombs of their fathers. The antiquity of this cull, 
cannot be doubted, fince it was pradtis'd in the Patriarchs times? 
Facob dying in Egypt, orders his children to carry him into the 
land of Canaan, where he 81 d to be bury'd. Gen. 49. 29. _ 
2 8 


Py 
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E 

His friends and people, to his future praiſe, 1 

| A marble tomb and pyramid ſhall raiſe, 5 

+555 And laſting honours. to his aſhes give; T 

His fame ('tis all the dead. can have) ſhall live. * 

„ She ſaid 3. the Cloud-compeller overcome, F: 
Aſſents to fate, and ratifies the doom, „ 

'Then,. touch'd with grief, the weeping. heav'ns diſtiſd WW . 

560 A ſhow'r of blood o er all the fatal. field, 


The God, his eyes averting from · the plain, * 
; Laments his ſon, predeſtin'd to. be ſlain. 
Far. from the Lycian ſhores, his happy native reign. , 
Now met in arms, the combatants appear, 
565 Each heav'd the ſhield, and pois d the lifted ſpear: 
From ſtrong Patroclus hand the jav'lin fled, 
And paſs'd the groin of valiant Thraſymed, 
The nerves unbrac'd, no more his bulk ſuſtain, : 
He falls, and. falling bites the bloody plain. WI 


v. 560. A ſhew'r of blood.) As ta ſhowers of à bloody colour, Ane 
r any both ancient and modern naturaliſts agree in aſſerting the 
reality of ſuch appearances, tho? they account for em differently, 
You may ſee 2 very odd ſolution of em in Exftethins, Note on V. 
v. 70. of the dleventh Iiad. What ſeems the moſt probable, is that 


of Fromendas in his Meteorology, who obſery'd, that a ſhower-of wt 
this kind, which gave great cauſe of wonder, was nothing but a - 
quantity of very ſmall red taſe&s, beat down to the earth by a _ 


deavy ſhower, whereby the ground was ſpotted in ſeveral places, Ped 


u with drops of hood. — 


Two 


— — 
—— — — — 
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Two ſounding darts the Lycian leader threw) | - 
The firſt aloof with erring fury flew, * 
The next tranſpierc'd Achille, mortal ſteed, - 
The gen'rous Pedaſus, of Theban breed; = 
Fix'd in the ſhoulders joint, he reel'd around 

j Roll'd in the bloody duſt,and paw'd the lipp'ry ground.” 

His ſudden fall th entangled harneſs broke; 

Each axle crackled, and the chariot ſhook * | 

When bold Autumedon to diſengage 

The ſtarting courſers, and reſtrain their rage, 

o Divides the traces with his ſword, and freed 

Th' incumber'd chariot from the dying ſteed: 

The reſt move on, obedient to the rein; 

The car rowls ſlowly o'er the duſty plain. 

The tow'ring chiefs to fiercer fight advance, 

And firſt Sarpedon whitrPd his weighty lance, 

Which o'er the warrior's ſhoulder took its courſe, + 
And ſpent in empty air its dying force. 


v. 572. Achilles“ mortal ſteed, 5 7 
The gen rows Pedaſus- — 

For the other two horſes of Achilles, Nunt hes and Baſins, were 
immortal, as we have already ſeen in this book. *Tis a merry ' 
canceit of Exſtathins, that Pedaſns is only ſaid to be mortal, be- 
cauſe of the three horſes he only was a gelding. Tis pity poor 
Tedaſus had not à better fate ro have recompenſed the loſs of his * 
immortality, ' 


= L3 Not 
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Not ſo Patrelu? neyer-erring dart T 
Amd at his breaſt, it pierc'd the mortal part + ; 


Fco Where the ſtrong fibres bind the ſolid heart. T 
Then, as the mountain oak, or poplar tall, 10 
# _ Or pine (fit maſt for ſome great admiral) - V 
Nods to the axe, till with a groaning ſound It 
It finks, and ſpreads its honours on the ground; T 
Fos Thus fell the King; and laid on earth ſupine, D 
Before his chariot firetch'd his form divine: IfT 
He graſp'd the duſt diſtain'd with ſtreaming gore, L 

And pale in death, lay groaning on the ſhore, 


So lies a bull beneath the lion's paws, 
cco While the grim ſavage grinds with foamy jaws 
The trembling limbs, and ſucks the ſmoaking blood; 
Deep groans, and hollow roars, rebellow thro' the wood. 
Then to the leader of the Lycian band 
The dying chief addreſs d his laſt command. 
Eo Glanens, be bold; thy task be firſt to dare 
The glorious dangers of deſtructive war, 


4 To 


L 


v. 60g. Olaueuts, be bold, Sc.] This dying ſpeech of Surpedm 

. deferves particular notice, being made up of noble ſentiments, and 
fully. anſwering the character of this brave and generous Prince, 
which he preſerves in his laſt moments. Being ſenſible of ap- 
proaching death, without any tranſports of rage, or deſire of re- 
venge, he calls to his friend to take care ming == 
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To lead my troops, to combate at their head. 

Incite the living, and ſupply the dead, 

Tell em, I charg'd them with my lateſt breath » 
10 Not unreveng'd to bear Sarpedon's death. | 

What grief, what ſhame muſt Glaucus undergo, | 

If theſe ſpoil'd arms adorn a Grecian foe ? 

Then as a friend, and as a warrior, fight; 

Defend my body, conquer in my right; 

I That taught by great examples, all may try pt 
Like thee to vanquiſh, or like me to die. - Y 
He ceas d; the fates ſuppreſs'd his lab'ring breath, 

And his eyes darken'd with the ſhades of death, 


© 


Th' inſulting victor with diſdain beſtrode 1782 
20 The proſtrate Prince, and on his boſom trod;. 
1 Then drew the weapon from his panting heart. 
The reeking fibres clinging to the dart; : 


ums from becoming a prey to the enemy: And this he fays with- 
out any regard to himſelf, but out of the moſt render concern for 
his friend's reputation, who muſt for ever become infamous if he. 
fails in this point of honour and duty. If we conceive this ſaid 
by the expiring hero, his dying looks fix'd on his wounded diſ- 
conſolate friend, the ſpear remaining in his body, and the victor 
ſtanding by in a kind of extaſy ſurveying his«conqueſt ; theſe cir» 
cumſtances will form a very moving picture. Patroclas all this 
time, either out of humanity or ſurprize, omits to pull out the 
ſpear, which however he does not long forbear, but with it draw- 
ing forth. his vitals, puts a period to this gallant life. 


Ly 


4 


L 4 From. 


S 2.770 ad 


„ All-impotent of aid, transfix'd with grief, 


\ 
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From the wide wound guſh'd out a ſtream of blood, 
And the ſoul iſſu d in the purple flood. 
625 His flying ſteeds the Myrmidons detain, 
Unguided now, their mighty. maſter ſlain. 


; - 


* Unhappy Glaucus heard the dying chief. 
His painful arm, yet uſeleſs with the ſmart 
630 lnflicted late by Texcer's deadly dart, 
Supported on his better hand he ſtay'd;, 
To Phæbus then (twas all he could) he pray'd.. His 
All- ſeeing Monarch! whether Lycia's coaſt- He 
Or ſacred Nin, thy bright preſence boaſt, Dou. 
635 Pow'rful alike to eaſe the wretch's I Baan Ret 
Oh hear me! God of ey'ry healing art 1 2-54 Ane 
Lo! Riff with clotted blood, and pierc d with pain; I Fir 
That thrills my arm, and ſhoots thro' ey'ry vein; Th 
v. 637... Pierced with pain 5 "my 


a That thrills my arm, and ſhoots three ry vein.] 

There ſeems to be an overſight in this place. Glancas in the FR 

twelfth book had been wounded with an arrow by Teurer at the 

attack of the wall; and here ſo long after, we find, him ſtill on Inf 

the field, in the ſharpeſt angniſh of his wozmd, the blood not being yet 

flanch d, 8s. In the ſpeech that next follows to Hector, there is 

atfo ſomething liable ro cenſure, when he imputes to the negli- ooh 
gence of the Trojans the death of Sarpedon, of which they knew 

nothing till that very ſpeech inform'd em. I beg leave to paſs Th 

over theſe things without expoſing or defending them; tho fuch Bre 

as theſe may be fufficient grounds for a molt inveterate war among | 

the criticks, | 

Tae I- ſtand 


* 


, 


o And breath'd a ſpirit in his riſing heart. 


With ample ſtrides he ſtalks from ple to place, * 


0 Oh too forgetful of the friends of Try? 
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1 tand unable to ſuſtain the ſpear, 


10 And figh, at diſtance from the glorious war. 


Low in the duſt is great Saypedon laid, 

Nor Fove vouchſaf d his hapleſs offspring aid. 
But thou, O God of Health! thy ſuccour lend, 
To guard the reliques of my ſlaughter d friend. 
5 For thou, "tho* diſtant, canſt reſtore my might, 
To head my Lycians, and ſupport the fight. 

Apollo heard; and ſuppliant as he ſtood, 

His heav'nly hand reſtrain'd the flux of blood; 
He drew the dolors from the wounded part, 


Renew'd by art divine, the hero ſtands, 

And owns th' aſſiſtance of immortal hands. 

Firſt to the fight his native troops he warms, — 
Then loudly calls on Troy's vindictiye arm; 


Now fires Agenor, now Polydamas ; * 

Ereas next, and Hector he accoſts; * 

Infaming thus the rage of all their hoſts, ** _ 
What thoughts, regardleſs chief! thy breaſt W 


Thoſe gen'rous friends, who, from their countrey = 
breathe their braye ſouls out in another's War. 


LI See! 


* 
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See! where in duſt the great Sarpedon lies, 
In action valiant, and in council wiſe, 
665 Who guarded right, and kept his people free 
To all his Lycians loſt, and loſt to thee ! 
{ Stretch'd by Patroclus' arm on yonder plains, 
Oh fave from hoſtile rage his loy'd remains: 
Ah let not Greece his conquer'd trophies boaſt, 
670 Nor on his corſe revenge her heroes loſt. 
He ſpoke; each leader in his grief partook, 
Troy, at the loſs, thro' all her legions ſhook. 
Transfix d with deep regret, they view o'erthrown 
At once his countrey's pillar and their own; . 
675 A chief, who led to Tes beleagur'd wall 
A hoſt of heroes, and out-ſhin'd them all. 
Fir'd, they ruſh on; Firſt Hecker ſecks the foes, 
And with ſuperior vengeance, greatly glows. 
But o'er the dead the fierce Patrochus ſtands, 


680 And rowzing Ajax, rowz'd the lining bands, | - 
Heroes, be men! be what you were before; — 

Or weigh the great occaſion, and be more, hinc 
The chief Who taught our lofty walls to yield, wo 

Lies pale in death, extended on the field. s 50 

8 To guard his body Dey in numbers flies; fat 


:Tis half the glory to maintain our prize. 


1. 


te, 
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Haſte, trip his arms, the ſlaughter round him ſpread - 

And ſend the living Lycians to the dead. +. 4 

| The heroes kindle at his fierce command; 

yo The martial ſquadrons cleſe on either hand: 

Here Troy and Lycia charge with loud alarms, 

Theſſalia there, and Greere oppoſe their arms. 

With horrid ſhouts they circle round the lain ; 
The claſh of armour rings o'er all the plain. 

Great Fove, to ſwell the horrors of the fight, 
O'er the fierce armies pours pernicious night, 
And round his ſon confounds the warring hoſts, 
His fate ennobling with a crowd of ghoſts. 

Now Greece gives way, and great Epigeus falls; 

0Agacleu? ſon, from Budium's lofty walls: 

Who chas'd for murder thence, a ſuppliant came. 
To Peleus, and the filver-footed dame; 


v. 696. Great Jove——O'er the fierce armies pours pernicious Ni, 
Homer calls here by the name of Night, the whirlwinds of thi 
duſt which riſe from beneath the feet of the combaranes/amd which 
hinder them from knowing one another. Thus poetry knows how 
to convert the moſt natural things into miracles; theſe two armies 
are bury'd in duſt round Sarpeden's body; tis Frpiter who pours 
upon them an obſeure night, to make the battel bloodier, and to 
_ the funeral of his fon by a greater number of victims. Ee 

athius. | : 


L Now 


—— 
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Now ſent to Try, Achille? arms to aid, 
He pays due vengeance to his kinſman's ſhade. 
705 Soon as his luckleſs hand had touch'd the dead, | 
A rock's large fragment thunder'd on his head; 
+ Hurl'd by Hectorean force, it cleft in twain 
His ſhatter'd helm, and ftretch'd him o'er the ſlain. 
Fierce to the van of fight Parroclus came; 
210 And, like an eagle darting at his game, 
Sprung on the Trojan and the Lycian band, 
What grief thy heart, what fury urg'd thy hand, 
Oh gen'rous Greek when with full vigour thrown 
Ar Stenelaus flew the weighty ſtone, 
715 Which funk him to the dead: When Troy, too near 
That arm, drew back; and He#or learn'd to fear, 
Far as an able hand a lance can throw, 
Or at the liſts, or at the fighting foe; - 
So far the Trojans from their lines retir d; 
720 Till Glaucus turning, all the reſt inſpir d. 
Then Bathycleus fell beneath his rage, 
The only hope of Chalcar's trembling age : 
Wide o'er the land was ſtretch'd his large domain, 
With ſtately ſeats,” and riches, bleſt in vain: 
| 725 Him, bold with youth, and eager to purſue 
The flying Lycians, Glaucus mgt, and flew ; 


35 0! 


* 
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Pierc'd thro? the boſom with a ſudden wound, 
He fell, and falling, made the fields reſound. 
Th' Achaians ſorrow for their hero lain; 
With conqu'ring ſhouts the Trojans ſhake the plain, 
And crowd to ſpoil the dead: The Greeks oppoſe: 
An iron circle round the carcaſe grows. 
Then brave Laogonus reſign d his breath, 
Diſpatch d by Merion to the ſhades of death: 
15 On La's holy hill he made abode, 
The prieſt of Fove, and honour'd like his God. 
Between the jaw and ear the jav lin went; 
The ſou], exhaling, iſſu'd at the vent. 
His ſpear ZEneas at the victor threw, 
4 Who ſtooping forward from the death withdrew ; 
The lance hiſs d harmleſs o'er his cov ring ſhield, 
And trembling ſtrook, and rooted in the field, 
There yet ſcarce ſpent, it quivers on the Plain, 
Sent by the great ZEneas arm in vain. 
45 Swift as thou art (the raging hero cries) ; 
And skill'd in dancing to diſpute the prize, 
v. 746. And chill d in dancing.) This firoke of raillery upon 
Meriones is founded on the cuſtom of his countrey, For the Cre- 
taus were peculiarly addicted to this exereiſe, and in particular are 


lad to have invented the Pyrrhic dance, which was perform'd in 
complete armour, Ee Note ou v. 797+ in the thirteenth book. © 


My 
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My ſpear, the deſtin d paſſage had it found, Tl 

Had fix'd thy active vigour to the ground. So 
Oh valiant leader of the Durdan hoſt! ! 

710 (Inſulted Merion thus retorts the boaſt) Hi 

Strong as you are, tis mortal force you truſt, Fl 

An arm as ſtrong may ſtretch thee in the duft. Li 

And if to this my lane thy fate be gin. Hi 


Vain are thy vaunts; Succeſs is ſtill from heav'n; 
75 This inſtant ſends thee down to Pluto's coaſt, 
Mine is the glory, his thy parting ghoſt. 

O friend (Menortins ſon this anſwer-gave) | 
With words to combate, ill befits the brave: 
Not empty boaſts the ſons of Troy repell, 

760 Your ſwords muſt plunge them to the ſhades of hell, 
To ſpeak, beſeems the council; but to dare 
In glorious action, is the task of war. 

This ſaid, Patroclus to the battel flies; 

Great Mer ian follows, and new ſhouts ariſe: 
765 Shields, helmets rattle, as the warriors cloſe; | 
And thick and heavy ſounds the ſtorm of hlows. 
As thro' the ſhrilling vale, or mountain ground, 
The labours of the woodman's axe reſound; 

" Bloivs following blows are heard re-echoing wide, 
770 While crackling foreſts fall on ev ry ſide. 


\ 


Thus 


/ 
= 
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Thus echo'd all the fields with loud alarms, 
So fell the warriors, and ſo rung their arms. 
Now great Sarpedon, on the ſandy ſhore, 
His heay'nly form defac'd with duſt and gore; 
5 And ſtuck with darts by warring heroes ſhed,. 
Lies undiſtinguiſh'd from the vulgar dead. 
His long diſputed corſe the chiefs incloſe, 
On ev'ry fide the buſy combate grows; 
Thick, as beneath ſome ſhepherd's thatch'd abode, 


(The pails high-foaming with a milky flood,) 


The buzzing flies, a perſevering train, 

Inceſlant ſwarm, and chas'd, return again. 

» Fove view'd the combate with, a ſtern ſurvey, 
And eyes that flaſh'd intolerable day; 


Fix d on the field his fight, his breaſt debates. 


The vengeance due, and meditates the fates; 

Whether to urge their prompt effect, and call 
The force of Hector to Patroclus fall, 

This inſtant ſee his ſhort-liv'd trophies won, 


o And ſtretch him breathleſs on his ſlaughter d ſon; 


Or yet, with many a ſoul's untimely flight, 
Augment the fame and horror of the fight? 

To crown Achilles valiant friend with praiſe 

At length he dooms; and that his laſt of days 
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795 Stall ſet in glory ; bids him drive the foe; 
Nor unattended, ſce the ſhades below. 
Then Hedor's mind he fills with dire diſmay ; 
He mounts his car; and calls his hoſts away, | 
+ Sunk with To's heavy fates, be ſees decline 


$oo The ſcales of 'Fove, and pants with awe divine. 


Then, nor before, the hardy Lycians fled; 


Around, in heaps on heaps, a dreadful wall 
Of carnage riſes, as the heroes fall, 

805 (So Fove decreed!) At length the Greeks obtain * 
The prize conteſted, and deſpoil the ſlain, - 
The radiant arms are by Patroclus born, 
Patroclus ſhips the glorious ſpoils adorn. 

Then thus to Phabws, in the realms above, 


dio Spoke from his throne the cloud-compelling ove. 


Deſcend, my Pharbus! on the Phrygian plain, 
And from the fight convey Sarpedon ſlain; © 
Then bathe his body in the cryſtal flood, 
With duſt diſhonour'd, and deform'd with blood: 
815 Oer all his limbs ambroſial odours ſhed, | 
And with celeſtial robes adorn the dead. 
' Thoſe rites diſcharg'd, his facred corſe bequeath - 
To the ſoft arms of ſilent Sleep and Dearh ; 


And left their monarch with the common dead: 


His 
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They to his friends the mournful charge ſhall-bear, - 
His friends a tomb and ipyramid ſhall rear; 
What honours mortals after death receive, 
Thoſe unavailing honours we may give !* Nati fi 
Apollo bows, and from mount 1da's height, 
Swift to the field precipitates his flight; 
Thence from the war the'breathleſs hero bore, 
Veil'd in a cloud, tb filyer mi ſhore : 0 
There bath d his honourable wounds, and dreſt 80 
His manly members in th' immortal veſt; 
And with perfumes of ſweet ambroſial dews, 
Reſtores his freſhneſs, and his form rengws. 
Then Sleep and Dauthi, two Twins of wing as; 
al matchlcſs'fviftnels, but of pn nn =_ 
| 


v. bf Then e &c.] It is the potion of Ea 
thins, that by this interment / of Sarpedon, where Sleep and Death 
ne concern'd, Homer ſeems to intimate, that there was nothing elſe 
bar an empty monument of chat herg in Taue; for he delivers, 
dim not to any real or ſolid perſons, but to certain unſubſtantial 
phantoms to conducb his body thither. He was forced (continues. 
my author) to make uſe of theſe machines, ſince there were no 
other deities he could with any likelihood employ about this work; 
for the ancients (as appears from Euripides, Hippalyts) had a ſuper- 
ſition that all dead bodies were offenſive to the Gods, they being 
of a nature celeſtial and uncorruptible, But this laſt remark is 
impertinent; fince we ſee in this . place Apollo is employ'd in 
udorning and embalming the body | | 

7 | What 
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And in a moment reach d the Lycian land 

835 The corſe amidſt his weeping friends they lad. 
Where endleſs honours wait the ſacred ſhade. 

'# Meanwhile Parroclus pours along the plain, 
With foaming courſers, and with looſon d reins. 
Fierce on the Dejan and the Lian cer. 

840 Ah blind to fate! thy headlong fury flv: 6 ﬆ 6 2 
Vain was thy friend's command, thy courage vain. 
For he, the God, whoſe counſels uncontroll'd 

Diſmay the mighty, and confound the bold : 
He urg d thee on, and urg'd thee on: to fl. 


What I think better accounts for the paſſage, is what Phibſre 
vs in Heroicis affirms, that this alludes to a piece of antiquity. 
« The Lycens ſhew'd the body of Sarpedon, firew'd over with 

A aromarical ſpices, in ſuch a graceful compoſure, that he ſeem'd 
“ to be. only aſleep : And it was 
« of Homer, that his rites were petform'd by Sleep and Death. 

But after all theſe refin'd obſervations, it is pnobable the Poet 
intended only to repreſent the death of this favourite ſon of Je 
piter, and one of his moſt amiable characters, in a gentle and + 
greeable view, without any circumſtances of dread or horror ; in- 
timating by this fiction, that he was delivered out of all the tu- 
mults and miſeries of life by two imaginary Deities, Sleep and 
Death, who alone can give mankind caſe and exemption from 


Who 


£ — FAA 
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Who firſt, brave hero] by that arm was ſlain, 


Who laſt, beneath thy vengeance, nnn 
When heavy i itſelf thy fatal fury led. 
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12d call'd to Hk che number of the-dead? ©: 


Adreſius firſt; Autonors then ſucceeds. = 

Eheclus follows; next young Megas bleeds; 

Epitor, Menalippus, bite the ground; 15 

The ſlaughter, Haſus and Aulus crown'd : 

Then ſunk Hlartes to eternal night: 

The reſt diſperſing truſt their fates to flight. | 
Now Troy had ſtoop'd beneath his matchleſs pow, 
But flaming Phu kept the ſacred tow'r, 
Thrice at the battlements Patroclus ftrook, 

His blazing Agi thrice Apollo hook: 

He try'd n bethg diate cork. 
A more than mortal voice was heard aloud. 


ud ſolemn way turns his di ſcourſe to Patrochus, He does not ac 
colt his muſe, as it is uſual with him to do, but enquires of the 
hero himſelf who was the firft, and who the laſt, who fell by his 
hand ? This addreſs Gignalizes Patrocha, ( 
whom Homer uſes it more » than I remember on any 
ther occaſion) as if he was ſome genius or divine Being, and at 
* time it is very patherical, and apt to move our compaſ- 
"Tho fans kit of pope is ua by Pegs Con 


Quene teb prime, quem poſfiremum, aſpera virgo 
, for yer ft mom cre Fn? - 


Patroclus 4 


v. 847. Who firſt, brave hero! Ke. ne _ 
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— This heav'n - defended wal! 
Defies thy lance-: not fated yet to fall 
B65 Thy friend, thy greater far, it ſhall withſtand,” >. 
Troy ſhall not ſtoop ev'n.to Achilles hand. 
So ſpoke the Godz whe darts celeſtial fires: -- 
The Greek obeys him, and with awe retires, - 
While Hector checking at the Scaam gates 
870 His panting courſers, in his breaſt debates, - 
Or in the field his forces to employ, 
Or draw the troops within the e | 
Thus while he thought, beſide him Phabus ſtood, 
In Af” ſhape; who reign'd by Sangar's flood; | 
875(Tliy brother, Hecubs ! from Dymas ſprung, 
A valiant warrior, haughty, bold, and young.) 
Thus he accofts him. What a ſhameful-fight! * 
Gods! is it Hector that forbears the fight? 
Were thine my vigour, this ſucceſsful ſpear . 
880 should ſoon conyince thee of ſo falſe a fear 
Turn then, ah turn thee. to the field bf Ges 
And in Patryclus? blood efface thy lame. 
Perhaps pulls ſall thy arms ſucceed, 
And heav'n ordains him by thy lance to bleed. * 
885 so ſpoke th' inſpiring God; then took his flight, © 77% 
And plung'd amidit the tumult of the fight, « 


4 


6 


I. 


He 
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The laſh reſounds ; the courſers ruſh to war. 7 
The God the Grecians ſinking fouls depreſt, 
ang pour d ſwift ſpirits thro each Trojan breaft. 
Patrodus lights, impatient for the fight ; 

A ſpear his left, a ſtone employs his right: 

With all his nerves he drives it at the foe; 

Pointed above, and rough and groſs below: 

The falling ruin cruſh'd Cebrion's head, 

The lawleſs offspring of King Priam's bed,) 

His front, brows, eyes, one undiſtinguiſh'd wound, 
The burſting balls drop Gghtle6 to the ground. 
The: charioteer, while yet he held the rein, þ 
ruck from the car, falls headlong on the plain. 

To the dark ſhades the ſoul unwilling glides, 

While. the proud victor thus his fall derides. 

Good heav'ns! what actiye feats yon' artiſt ſhows, 
What skilful divers are our Phrygian foes ! 


Mark 


e Wi Wren The original is licerally thus : 
's pity he is not nearer the ſta,” he wonld furniſh good quamities of 
wellent oiſters, and the ſtorms world not frighten vim ; ſee+ how he 
_——  — Who 
li OI EI divers at Troy? This ſeems 
e if this paſſage be really Homer's} I could 
| ſwear that he intended to let us know, that a good ſoldier 
i be mn indifferent jeſter. But I very much doubt whether this 


Py 


ditors. And what perſuades me of its being ſo, is, that tis by t 
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907 Mark wit wine au they kth Galt 


paſſage be his : It is very likely theſe five laſt verſe were adde 
by ſome of the ancient criticks, whoſe caprices Homer has f Tl 


quently undergone 3 or perhaps ſome of the rhapſodiſts, who i 
reciting his verſes, made additions of their own to pleaſe their an 


means probable that Patrocius who had . 
his little raillery againſt nens, and told him, that twu f 
« by raillery or inveQive chat they were wo repel the Daa k 
« by dint of blows; that Council requiz'd words, but War deeds; 
It is by no means probable, I fay, that the ſame Patrocles ſhe 
forget that excellent precept, and amuſe himſelf with raj 


eſpecially in the fight of He&or. I am thetefore of opinion u Tw 
Patrocdns ſaid no more than this verſe, 2 ewe, &c, Good GU Stur 
what an active Trojan it is, and how cleaverly he dives, and that i 
tive following are ſtrangers, tho* very ancient. Darier. And 
I muſt juſt take notice, that however mean or ill placed the 
railleries may appear, there have not been wanting ſuch for SteTt 
lovers of Homer as have admired and imitated em. Ailim bil And 
ſelf is of this number, as may be ſeen from haſh vary lov jd | 
which he has put into the mouth of Satan and bis angels in Whil 
fixth book. What eas fays to Merienes upon his dancing... 
nothing ſo trivial as thoſe lines; where after the diſploſion of th Mix | 
need. A $o pe 
Ti 
TT I th 
2 
Of compoſition, ſtrait they chang'd their minds, Leave 
Flew off, and into ſirange vagaries fell, 
te lig-oenit dam rgcc the. s Law the Bard, The | 
Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps | This 1 
Fer joy of eſſer d peace ——&c. pl 
LAS Terms that amni'd em all, "RE ; And tl 
And funded many ;. who receives them right | Not 
Had need from head to foot well underſtand : 2 
| Not anderſood this gift they have befider, In de 


n ſow u when owr Fo malt nat upright. 1 2 
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| Then ruſhing ſudden on bis proftrate prize, | 

To ſpoil the eareuſe fierce Parrocdus flies: 

Swift as a lion; terrible and bold, 18 
That freeps the fields, depopulates the fold 

Pierc'd throꝰ the dauntleſs heart, then tumbles lain 5 © © - 
And from his fatal courage finds his bane. © 

At once bold Hetfor leaping from his car, 
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Defends the body, and provokes the war. | 
Thus for ſome ſlaughter d hind, with equal rage, 
Two lordly rulers of the wood engage; 6 


stung with fierce hunger, each the prey inrades, 
And echoing roars rebellow thro the ſhades. 
Stern Hector fiſtens on the warrior's head, 

And by the foot Patroclus drags the dead 
While all around, confufion, rage, and fright * | 
Mix the contending hoſts in mortal fight. | MY 
i the deep bebe of be eb road 1 
Leaves, arms, and ties aloft in air are blown, 7 
The broad oaks crackle, and the Syſuans groan; | | 
This way and that, the rityling thicket bends, 

And the whole foreſt in one craſh deſcends. ' 
Not with KIs heiſt, With leb tumulttous rage, | 
la dreadful CR Oe 


wht N war 1 Tat 
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Darts ſhow'r'd on darts, now round the carcaſe ring; W f 
Now flights of arrows bounding from the ſtring: 54 
Stones follow ſtones ; ſome clatter on the fields, 7 
Some, hard and heavy, ſhake the ſounding ſhields. H 
935 But where the riſing whirlwind clouds the plains, Ic 
Sunk in ſoft duſt the mighty chief remains, 
And firetch'd in death, forgets the guiding reins! ho 4 
| Now flaming from the Zenith, Sol had driv'n T! 
l His fervid orb thro? half the vault of heav'n;. 

040 While on each hoſt with equal tempeſt fell 

| The ſhow'ging darts, and numbers ſunk. to hell. 
But when his ev ning wheels o'crhung the main, 
| Glad conqueſt reſted on the Grecian train. 

Then from amidſt the tumult and.alarms, 

94% They draw the conquer'd corſe, and radiant arms. 
8 
And breathing ſlaughter, pours amid the foes. 

| Thrice on the preſs like Mars himſelf he flew, 


* 
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And thrice three herdes at each onſet ſlew. 

| $50 There ends thy glory! there the fates unt wine 
The laſt, black remnant of ſo bright a line; ws 
Apollo, dreadful, ops thy middle way; 1 — 
Death calls, and heay'n n no longer u Now 
Fatt Fe caries 
ws bt x "<4 we ar 

5 v.92. Apollo, aue ee 1 . is e to Gu 
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g For Io! the God, in dusky clouds enſrin'd, .. wits „ 
0 5 Approaching dealt a ſtagg'ring blow behind; ett (cnn 
The weighty ſhock” his neck and ſhoulders feel 
His eyes flaſh ſparkles; his ſtunn d ſenſes rcec!l 
In giddy darkneſs. Far to diſtance flung . 
His bounding helmet on the champaigu rung. 1 
jo Achilles” plume is ſtain d with duſt and gore; = 11 
That plume, which never ſtoop d to earth before, . - 
Long us'd, untouch'd, in fighting fields to ſhine, . ,, 
And ſhade the temples of the man divine. © Bj 
ove dooms it now on Hedor's helm to nad 
Not long for fate purſues him, and the Go. 
His ſpear in ſhivers falls; His ample ſhieſd 
Drops from his arm: His baldrick ſtrows the 4 1780 
a The corſelet his aſtoniſh'd breaſt forſakes: 
Looie is each joint ; each nerye with horror Qukes. 5 
o Stupid he ſtares, and all aſſiſtleſd ſtands ::: 
Such is the force bf. more en hands! 


#1 T 
* * 


* 
* * — \ . 
54 91 IS. | © * x £ 
e : „ 1 a 
- : S q47 74 ö , 8 . a 
- — 


my thing i. REY Laien l A nd 
very well reliſh, he rakes care however t prepare them by de- 
grees for receiving ſuch innovations. He had before given us 2 
ketch of this trick of the Gods in the thirteenth book; where 
Neptune ſerves Akcathons much in the ſame manner. here 
carries it a little er; and both theſe are ſpecimens of what | 
we are to expect from Minerus at the death of Hector in I. 22. 


vol. IV. 3 A Darden | 
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A Dardan youth thete was, been es fas, 
From Panthus ſprung, Euphorbus was his name = 
Fam'd for the manage of the foaming horſe, | 

'975 Skilbd in the dart, and matehleſs in the courſe: 

Full twenty Knights be tumbled from the car, 
While yet he learr'd the rudiments of war. © 

His vent'rous ſpear firſt drew the hero's gore; 

He ftrook, he wourided, but he durſt no more; 

980 Nor tho difatm'd, Tumvelas fury flood : 
But ſwift withdrew the long · portended wood, 
And turn'd him ſhort, and herded in the croud. 


995 


Thus, by an arm divine, and mortal ſpear, ? 
Wounded at once, Patroclus yields to fear, | l 
85 Retires for fuccour to his bein train, i þ 
And flies the fare, which heav'n decreed, in vain, B 
stern Hetfor, as the bleeding chief he views, 197 
Breaks thro the ranks, and his retreat purſues: 7 
The lance arreſts him with a mortal wound; | A 
990 He falls, earth thunders, and his arms reſound. | 
With him all Greece was ſunk ; that moment all | 
Her yet-ſurviving heroes ſeem'd to fall. — 
So ſcorch'd with hear, along the deſürt ſhore, — 
e ee, eee, ee ANC e to 1 
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995 Faſt by the ſpring ; they both diſyute the food. 
With flaming eyes, and joys beſmear'd with hlood; 
At length the ſov'reign favage wins the ſtrife, _ | 
And the torn boar reſigns his thirſt and life. 

Patroclus thus, ſo many chiefs o'crthrown, 
00 So many lives effus d, expires his own. 
As dying now at Heddar's fect he lies, 
He ſternly views him, and triumphing cries, 
Lie there, Patrockus! and with thee, the joy 
Thy pride once promis d, of ſubverting Trey 

oy The fancy d ſcenes of ihe wrapt in flames, 
And thy ſoft pleaſures ſerv'd with captive dames! + - 

vnthinking mam 1 fought, thoſe tow'rs to free, 
And guard that race from Lords like thee: 
But thou a prey to vulturs ſhalt be made; 

210 Thy own Achilles cannot lend thee aid ; _ 

Tho' much at parting that great chief might ay, 
And much cnjoin thee, this important day, 


v. 1003, Lie there, Patroclus! Gr.] There is much ſpirit ig 
this ſarcaſm of Hedor upon Patrocihnus Nor is Achilles exempt 
from the ſeverity of the reflection, who (as he imagines) had per- 
ſuaded his deareſt friend to #ttempt exploits that were impractica- 
-die. He touches him alſo, for ſtaying at home in ſecurity himſelf, 
and encouraging Patrocins to undertake this perilous adventure, and 
to feek after Coils which he was never like to enjoy. E- 


Faſt | M 2 « Return 


— 
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= Return not, my brave friend (perhaps he ſaid ) IP! 
7 Without the bloody arms of Hector dead. mi $4 . 
1015 He ſpoke, Patroclus march d, and thus he ſped. | | 
. Supine, and wildly gazing on the skies, | 
With faint, expiring breath, the chief replies. 
Vain boaſter! ceaſe, and know the pow'rs divine; 
Fove's and Apollo'sis this deed, not thine; © be 


1020 To heav'n is ow'd whate'er your own you call, | - 
And heav'n itſelf diſirm'd me &er my fall. 
Had twenty mortals, each thy match in might, 
Oppos'd me fairly, they had ſunk in fight: 
By fate and Phobus was I firſt o erthro wn 
- 1025 Ewphorbys next; the third mean part thy own, 
But thou, imperious ! hear my lateſt reath ;- 
The Gods inſpire it, and it ſounds thy death. | 
Inſulting man! thou ſhalt be ſoon, as I; 
Black fate hangs o'er thee, and thy bour draws nigh; 


» - Eva 


— —_— 


— v. 106. — r my lateſt breath, | ©: 6255 
The Gods inſpire it. | 
Ir is an opinion of great antiquity, that when the ſoul is on the 
point of being delivered from the body, and makes a nearer ap- 
' proach to the divine nature, at ſuch, a time its views are ſtronger 
and clearer, and the mind endow d with a ſpixit of true prediction. 
So Artemen of Myletem ſays in his book of dreams, that when 
the ſoul hath collected all irs powers from every limb and. part of 
the body, and is juſl ready to be ſevered from ity at that time it i ** © 
- | becomes 


89 
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00 Ev'n now on life's laſt verge I ſee thee ſtand, 
I ſee thee fall, and by Aehilles hand, e 
He faints; the ſoul unwilling wings her way, 
(The beautedus body leſt a load: of clay) 


becomes prophetical. Socrates alſo in his defence to the Athenians, 
« I am now arrived at the verge of life, wherein it is familiar 
« with people to foretel what will come to paſs. ** Exftathins. ' 
This opinion ſeems alluded to in thoſe admirable tines of Waller. 
Leaving the old, both worlds at ence they wiew, - 
Who fand upon the threſhold of the new. 


v. 1032. The death of Patroclus.] 1 ſometimes think I am in 
reſpect to Homer much like Sancho Panca with regard to Don 
Quixote, I believe upon the whole that no mortal ever came near 
him for wiſdom, learning, and all good qualities. But ſomerimes 
there are certain ſtarts which I cannot tell what to make of, and 
am forced to own that my maſter is a little out of the way, if not 
quite beſides himſelf. The preſent paſſage of the death of Patroc/rs, 
attended with ſo many odd circumſtances to overthrow this hero, 
(who might, for all 1 can ſee> as decendy have fallen by the force 
of Hefor)are what I am at 2 loſs to encuſe, and muſt indeed (in 

, my own opinion) give them up © the criticks. I really think al- 
1 moſt all thoſe parts in Hemer which have been objected againſt 
with moſt clamour and fury, are honeſtly deſenſible, and none of 
'em (to confeſs my private ſentiment) ſeem to me to be faults of 
any conſiderution, except this conduct im the death of Patroc les, the 
length of Neftor's Diſcourſe in L 11. the ſpeech of Achilles*,' 
horſe in the 19, the converſation of that hero with ences in 
Lib. 20. and the ee Heco ght wund che walls of Troy, 


will think me touch'd with the Ojaypounyſer of Madam Darier and 
others. Cain Rnlidle df-th> Gaſes ti nnd rhe hats 
1 P * 


he 
p- 
a in Lib, 22. 1 hope, after ſo free's Wnfellin/n9 rexforrable modern 
en 
of 
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Vis to the lone; unceinformble Gir: j 


1035 A naked, wand' ring, melancholly ghoſt! 


4 
4» 
7 


Then Hefor pauſing, as his eyes he fed — | 
On the pale carcaſe, thus addreſs'd the dead. 
| | . From 


# 
4 


and unreaſonable in attacking thoſe who are not yet eſtabliſh'd 


into fame, than in defending thoſe who are, even in every minute 
trifle. Fame is a debt, which when we have kept from people as 
long as we can, we pay with a prodigious intereſt, which amounts 
to twice the value of the principal. Thus tis with ancient works 
as with ancient coins, they paſs for à vaſt deal more than they 
were worth at firſt; and the very obſcurities and deformities which 
time has thrown upon them, are the ſacred ruſt, which enhances 
their value with all true lovers of antiquity. _ | | 

But as T have own'd what ſeem my author's faults, and ſubſcrib d 
to the opinion of Horace, that Homer ſometimes nods; 1 think 1 
ought to add that of Longinzs as to ſuch negligences. I can no 
way fo well conclude the notes w this book as with the tranſ- 


tion of ir. | 


« Ir may not be improper-to diſcuſs the queſtion in general, 
« which of the two is the more eſtimable, a faulty fublime, or 2 
< faultleſs mediocrity? And conſequently, if of two works, one 
« has the greater number of beauties, and che other attains dired- 
« ly to the ſublune, which of theſe ſhall in equity carry the prize? 
Im really perſuaded that the true ſublime is incapable of that 
« purity which we find in compoltions of a lower ſtrain, and in 
effect that too much accuracy ſinks the ſpirat of an author; 
„ whereas theecaſe is generally the ſame with thb favourites of 
nature, and thoſe of ſortune, who with the beſt ceconomy can- 
not, in the great abundance they are bleſt with, attend to the 
«. minuter articles of their expence. Writers of a cool. imagin- 
tion are cautious in their management, and venture nothing 
4% merely to gain the character of being correct; but the ſublime 
is bold and enterpruing, notwithſtanding that on every advance 
= the danger encrealeth, "Here probably ſome will ſay 1 

4 i 1 take 
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From whence this boding {peech, the ſtern decree 
Of death denoune'd, or why denounc'd to me? © 
140 Why not as well Achilles fate be giv'n (NES. 
To Hefor's lance? Who-knows the will of feav'n :; 
wn | Penſive 


'd take a malicious ſatisfadtion in expoſing the blemiſhes of an 
ate author; that his errors are never forfot; while the moſt enqui- 
2 ite beauties leave but very imperfe& traces on the memory. To 
ats « obviate this objection 1 will y declare, that in my criti- 
ks « ciſms on Hemer and other authors, who are univerſally allow d 
ey « to be authentick ſtandards of the ſublime, tho*-1 have cenſur'd 


igwritings are allow'd 
on the other hand 


« ro be correct, polite NC deli 
me « Pindar and Si * 
nce « petudſity, and like hc 
net « eyer comes in theig v 
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Penſive he ſaid; then preſſing as he lay | 
His breathleſs boſom, tore the lance away 


- And upwards caſt the corps: The recking ſpear | 


1045 He ſhakes, and charges the bold chariotcer, . | 


4 5. 


4 


* 


« extinguiſh'd, and they miſerably flag when no body expects it. 
« Yet none have ſo little diſcernment as not to prefer the ſingle 
« Oedipas of oppecles to all che Tragedies chat Jon ever brought 
on the ſtage. 

ao tes life os te uni of UN Wo 


men, who have illuſtrated what is uſeful and neceſſary with all 


© the graces and elevation of ſtyle; we muſt impartially confeſs 
< that, with all their errors, they have more ' perfe&ions than the 
nature of man can almoſt be conceiv'd 1 
« Fortis merely human to excel in other kinds of writing, but 
the ſublime ennobleth our nature, and makes near 2 

< ro divinity: He who commirs no faults, is barely read without 
< cenſure; but à genius truly great excites admiration. In ſhort, 
the magnificence of à ſingle period in one of theſe admirable 
«authors, is ſufficient to atone for all their defects: Nay farther, 
< if any one ſhould colleft from Homer, Demoſthenes, Plato, and 


* other celebrated heroes of antiquity, the little errors that have 


* eſcap'd them; they would not bear the leaſt proportion to the 


« inhante beauties to be met with in every page of their grritings. 
- 4-T'is on this account that enyyy*thr6* ſo many ages, bath never 


been able to wreſt from them the prize of eloquence which their 
« merits have ſo juſtly acquir'd : An #cquifition which they lil 
hp yan rite yes reg. 
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But Gvift Auteneden with loolhed eis 
Rapt in the chariot" o'er the diſtant plans, | 
Far from his rage th immortal courſers drove; ; 
Th immortal courſers were the gift of Juve 
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